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n all men: loue n ele ts 
a * God: honour the King. 1 peter. 2. 17 
N Bl Yo 


rec things reioyce mee, (ſaith Eccleſiaſticus) 
& by them am I beaut fed before God & men: 
the vnitie of brethcren, the loue of neigh- 

& bours.a man and we that 2gr rl LIE 
Eccſehaſticus,:5 l. 


thren to dwell together in vnitie Pſal. 133. *. 


W EMoreouer, it thy. brother be impoucriſhed, and 


fallen in decay with thee, thou ſhalt relicue 
him, and as a ſtranget and ſoiourner, ſo ſhall 
ke line with thee. Leuiticus. 1 


The nich and the Pohre meete together: the Lord 


is the maker of "them both. rouerbes. 22.2. 


©] Recordare mei Deus O bonitate in tun, 
Secundum quod populo feci pro omni tuo. 
Niebimias, F. I. 

Sic propter fratres queram propterq; propin- 
quo Bona: Si O Deus auxiliator me- 
us. Lſal. 122. ver. &. 
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Nas > Behold how good and toyfull a thing it is: ices 
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roche worſhipfull M 

John Miller, Maſter:and to the wor- 

ſhipfull Wardens and fe loſhip of the ö 

Letherſellers in the Citie of London: RR. . 0 
a poore brother & member of the ſame 

ſocietic : wiſneth all abundance of 
Gods bleſsings ſpirituall, tem- 
Porall, and æternall - 


| ( worſkip full, Renerend,, & boctica. A 
welbeloued in the lord)that w_— 
*Poets or learnea writers { 
haue bene in times paſt ad- 
dicted ly ſtudie Either to pro fi & plea- 2 
ſure themſelues & others, either elſe in "\ 
common to write both ſweet © neceſſa- i 
riethings for the poſteritie. As heathen 
- || Potts haue had this humor, meriting 
' | worthy fame, in that by their fained ima 
ginations they ſeemed to fauour & fur- 
ther the welfare of humane life. So other 
writers haue indeuored, hut not all leuel- 
ling by one lyne to publiſh their works, 
(ome after one maner, ſome after en g- 
berzaccording as the holy ſpirit of Gi 
Lud cperatians in their harten tither as 
* | A. ii. thei | 


"OR ACE. he P vet 5 eſt 4 fiet h Libro de Arte 


Jenes 
their own? ſingularitie led them to pro ſit 
them ſelues & others: whoſe imper fect i- 
on as their age could not ſo well decer ne, 
but flittered hir ſelfe wit the nu ſted ig- 
norance of the time preſent, ſleeping in 
abſurdetie of ſuperſtitiõ: So when it plea 
fed the Lord to ſpred forth the bright 
beames of his glorious Goſpel over the 
Nations of the earth, ſu:h as ſauoured 
of the Spirit of God, haut more & more 
illuminated and profited themſelues & 
others, And ſuch as were blinded iut heir 
owne inuetios being nakedly manifeſted 
to the world, haue bene with the world 
reduced to ful perfection, & awaked out 
of their dreames by their poſteritie: 
V her vpon cuen the beſt learned Poets, 
Hiſtoriographers and writers of former 
#ymes, were they nowliuing they might 
finde 20 ſonall e to reioyce at the 

Jood induſtry of their poſteritie, euen in 
theſe dates. VV here it is apparantly ex- 
bat that by ſtudious practi ſwners of our 
4, the works of ſundry auncient Auc- 

thors haue made the moſt fertile increſe 


* 
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Dedicatorie. | 
of fruits in fallowed groids,by the ſweat 


of others, whie h their 1gnorance, remiſ. 


neſſe and imper fection had left as waſt 


ground before: whereby their fame is the 


more amplified ihn decreaſed, vertue 


more aduant ed than abandoned, nd the 
age preſent & henceforth more edi fed, 
than defrauded of ſo noble bene füs of 
knowledge, & perfection of lyfe & ma- 
ners. I his as my ſumple capacit ie by day 


y experience could comprehend in the 


trauailes of others: So reputing it a thing 
acceptable and laudabie with God and 
man, I haue wiſhed ſuch abilitie in mee, 
that / might wadethrough this ſtreame, 
to the gratefull acceptation of God, and 
the world. And the rather doe I take 

good courage vnto mee heere in, becauſe 
J haue found no ſmall eratefull good will 
of ſuch as in this my natiue countrie,fa- 
woring V ertue and furthering good lite- 
rature, haue once or twiſe heerctofore ac- 
cepted my former ſlender conſecrated ſtu 
dies, in ſuch ſort that I ugnize my ſelfe 
more indebt ed to them in Power ON good 
3 A. ui. will, 


The Epiſtle 
will han I am able, or think I ſhall be 4. 
ble to per forme requitall to their cõdigne 
demerits. Among whome the tryed teſti- 
monie of my friends in this citie whome 
haue troubled to much with my tra- 
uails, hat h not a little excited mee tothe 
con ſideration of my grateful autie here- 
in. And I am perſwaded fully,God giues 
it mee for my good hap, that firſt & laſt 
I had this work wiſhed mee by one who fa 
noreth much my procedings heerein, Al- 
beit this work it ſelfe (before 1 toke it in 
hand) was both of imper fect phraſe in 
the Hiſtorie, and of indecent application 
inthe Moralitie, bearing the title of the 
Hiſtorie of Geſta Romanorum: 
which when I had diligently prrujedihe 
circumſtace therof,T e it behoued 
mee ſo to trauaile therin, that I might 
not onely make a ſunple thing better but 
ſo to handlethe ſame, that it might gaine 
ze the better credit for my good mea- 
ning. And when I had reformed & re- 
poliſhed ſo well as ] could, the ſcueral hi- 
ſtories, and corrected the application of 


©, Dedicatoy, 
the Moralitie in many places, I thought 
beſt to adde therevnto (not impertinent 
for better light and farther intelligence 
of the Readers capacitie a forme of Argu 
met propoſed before euery hiſtorie, mhich 
being done, Ientituled it A Record of 
auncient Hiſtories, videlicet, Geſta 
Romanorum : Newly peruſed & cor- 
rected;wherinwiſhingtove profiting & 
pleaſing the beſt, grateful vnio all,ond 
grudged of none, vopde of ſcruple and 
blemiſh of ſuſpition im euery part, I yeld 
the ſame with all humble & hartie due- 
lie, vnder the choſen patronage and pro- 
tection of your worſlits the Miſter, 
VF ardens, and Felonſhip of that ſocie- 
tieinths Citie, here I haue indenoured 
my ſelfe in my poore ſtudit & Pen, to do 
good vnto all men, pct lacking that main 
tenance theſe ſcauen yecres which ] was 
wont lo finde of former chankfull Pa- 
trones,to my preſent great decay: Hum 
bly craums pardon of you for my bolde 
preſumption in Dedicating ſo ſunple a 
trauel vnto ou, and (for want of better ) 
| Hharteiy 


The Epiſt: Pedicator y. 
hirtely beſcec hing you thanckfully to ac. 
cept my vtmoſt good will, in preſentation 
hereof vnto your worſhip's, for ſome ſuſ- 

tentation of my poore ſtudy and Penne. 
And ſo (by Gods grace) ſhal I an 2 
endeuour my ſeife in all dutifull repenſa- - 
tion towards you,and well deſeruing to- 
wards others: And ſo in promt good mill, 
paine full praciq, & vtmoſt power reſting 
bounden vnto all my furthering welwil. 
lers, vnto the Almighti: & euer lining 
God, / pray (among it all others) for the 
long proſberous and happy good eſtate of 
all your worſbips in i his Iy fe, and finallyj 
for your blisfull in herit ance und aſſoci. 
ation (withthe God of Abraham, I ſaack 
Jacob, & all the elect) in the perfrus . - 
it1on of lyfe and bleſſedneſſe excrl:fting.” 
London in Chriſtes Church pariſh, t his 
octauè of Saint 1018 Baptiſt: the firſt of 
July 1600, FV 


7 eur worthy worſkips poore Brother 
| E bounden orator Richard Robin- 
Jos Citiven of London. 


IF 


Seq 


THE HISTORIE 


of Geſta Romanorum, 


The argument. 
q Mans ſoule is deerely beloued vnto god 
ir Father « And on his ſundry good | 
graces, ſhe is tempted, of the diuell b 1} 
divers meanes, at iij ſeuerallages in this 
ö mortall life, if the teliſt & ouercome the 
| ſame, ſhe is therb y adopted to the frui + 
tion of eee ioy in et 
Chriſt the ſonne of God. 


I )he firſt Hiſtorie. 
Ometime there dwelt in 
4288 Nl Rome à mighty empero2, 
S which had a fairecreaturs 
to his daughter named 
3 RY OG 55/41 Achelanta, whom diners - 
0 A qreat1o2ds 4 many noble 
8 knights deſired to haue to wife. This A- 
0 thafanta was wond2ous ſwift on fote, 
4 wherkoꝛe ſuch a law was o2dained that 
no man ſhould haue hir to wife but ſuch 
as could not run hir x take hir in C wits 
EN ſo it beetell that many came and - 
a B. ranne 


The Hiſtorie of 
ran with hir, but thee was ſo ſwift that 
no man might onertake hir by conrſe of 
running. At the lalk there came a Knizhe 
named Pomeis, vnto hir father, 4 ſaid fo 
him thus Pp L.o2d if if might pleaſe pon 
fo gime me pour daughter to wife, J will 
- gladlp runne with hir. Then laid hir fas 
ther, there is ſuch à law oꝛdained x ſet. 
that who ſo will haue hir to wife, muſt 
firſt run with hir, and if he faile in his 
courſe, that he ouertake hir not, hee ſhall 
loſchis head, x if it foꝛtune him to ouer⸗ 
take hir, then ſhall J wed hir vnto him. 

And when the emperour had told him 
all the periil that might fall in the win⸗ 
ning ol hir, he knight voluntarily gran⸗ 
ted to abide that teopardy . Then the 

Knight let oꝛdaine him the Balles of 
gold againſt the running. And when they 
had begun to run a little ſpace, the poung 
Lady oner ranne him, than the Unight 
th:ew fo;th befoze hir the firſt ball of 
golde. And when the damſell (aw the bell 
ſhe ffoped g toke it vp, x that while the 
Knight wanbefoze hir, but that auapled 
little, foꝛ when ſhe perceived that, ſhe ran 
fo fall that in out NO the gat beſoꝛe 
NY him 


W o 
1 


Geſta Romanoram. 2 


him againe. And than he thꝛew fwath the 


ſecond ball of gold, and ſhe ſtwped as ſhe 


did befoze to take it bp, 4 in that while 


the knight wan befoze hir, againe, which 
this poung damoſell ſeeing, conſtrapned 
hir ſelfe ⁊ ran ſo faſt till at the laſt ſhe 
had him at a vauntage againe 4 was a- 
foꝛe him ⁊ by that time they were nigh 
the marke where they ſhould abide, 
wherefoze the Knight th!ew fw:th the 
third ball befoze bir. end like as ſhe had 
done befoze ſtoped downe to take vp the 
ball, and while ſhe was in taking bp the 
third ball the knight gate afo2e hir, and 
was ſirſt at the marke, And thus was 
the wonne. 


The Moral, 


By this Emperour is bnderſtode 
the father of heauen, and by this damo- 
ſell is bnverſfsd the. foule of man, with 
whom many dinels deſired fo run, and 
to deceiue hir though their temptatt- 
ons, but ſhe withſtandeth them mightily 
and ouer commeth them. 

Alb Whan they haue done their power 


Sy, and 


The Hiſtoric of 

and may not ſpeede, then makes he th:e& 
balles of golde, and caſteth them beefoze 
hir in the thꝛer ages of man, that is to 
ſap, in pouth, in manhode, and in old 
age. In youth the dinell caſteth the ball 
_of lecherp befoze hir: that is to ſap, the 
deſire of the fleſh, nevertheleſſe foz all 
this ball, oftentimes man onercommeth 
the diuell by knowledging of his ſinnes 
vnto God, by harty repentance, t amen⸗ 
dement of life. The ſecond ball is the ball 
of po ide, the which the dinell caſteth to 
man, in his manhod,that is to ſap, in his 
middle age:but this ball, man oftentimes 
ouercommeth as he did 5 firſt: but let him 
beware ofthe third ball, which is coue⸗ 
tuouſneſſe, that the dinell caſketh fo man 
in his olde age, which is dꝛeadfull. Foz 
except a man map ouercome this ball 
with theſe other two, hee ſhall loſe his 
honour, that is to ſay, the kingdome of 
heauen. Fo? when man burnet in coue⸗ 
touſnes, he thinketh not on gþoltly ri- 
ches, fo2 euer his hart is (cf on wozldly 
gods, and reckeneth not of Pꝛaiers ne 
of well doing, and thus leſcth hee his 
herülage, to the which god hath "him 

im 


Sieſta Romanorun. 3 
him with his pꝛetious blod , bnts the 
which our Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt bzing vs al. 


The Argument. 

As god alotteth diuers men diuers callings 
and eſtates of liuing in this world, ſo is 
euery man trycd by the rules of life & 
doctrine, whether his practiſe agree 
with his profeſsion, in profiting him- 
ſelfe without preiudice of others, wher- 

in if he hold himſelfe content, for ſuch 

a ſon the heauenly father hath planted 

a tree of heauenly treaſures, in the ly fe 


euerlaſting. 


The ſecond Hiſtorie. 
Here dwelt ſometime in Rome 
Id mightie Emperour and a wyſe 
named Anſelme, which bare in 
his armes a ſheeld of ſiluer with fiue red 
Roſes. This Emperoꝛ had thꝛæ ſonnes, 
whom he loned much, he had alſo conti⸗ 


nuall warre with the King of Egypt, 


in the which warre her loſt all his tems 
poꝛall gods, except a vertuous tree. It 
foꝛtuned after on a day, that h& gaue 
battell to the ſapd king of Egypt, where⸗ 

| B. iii. in 
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in her was grienouſly wounded. Heuer. 


_ * oy Hop EI F 
. ae att ti ele 
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The Hiſthrie of 


thelcſſe her obtained the victoꝛp, notwith⸗ 
ſtanding he had his deadly wound, where 
foze while he late at poynt of death hee 
called vnto him his eldeſt ſonne & ſaid, 
My moſt dere and well⸗beloued ſonne, 
all mp tempoꝛall riches J haue ſpent 4 
almoſt nothing is left mee, except a ver⸗ 
tuous tree the which ſtandeth in the mid⸗ 
deſt of myne Empire, J giue to thee all 


that is bnder the earth x aboue the earth 


of the ſame tree. Oh mp reuerent father 
(quod he) J thanke you much. 
Then ſaid the Empersur,call to me my 
ſecond ſonne. Anone his eldeſt Sonne 
greatly ioping of his fathers gift, called 
in his bꝛother, and when hee came, then 
ſapd the Emperour. My deere (onne(qd 
hee) J may not make mp teſtament foz 
as much as J haue ſpent all my gods, 
ercept a Tree which ſtandeth in myne 
Empire, of the which Tree J bequeath 
to the all that is great and ſmall, 
Then anſwered he & ſayd. My reue⸗ 
rent Father J thanke vou much. Then 
ſaide the Empero?, call to me my third 
ſonne,and ſo it was done. And when he 
was 


Geſta Rominortim, 1 
Das tome, the Emperour ſaid. My dckre 
ſonne, J mult die of theſe wounds, and I 
haue but onelie a vertuous Tre of the 
which J haue beequethed thy bzetheren 
their poꝛcion, and to thee J beequeth thy 
poꝛtion, fo2 J will that thou haue of the 
ſapde tree all that is wet and dꝛy. Then 
ſaid his ſonne. Father A thanke pou. 

Sone after that v Emperour had made 
his bequelt he dyed.And the eldeſt ſon a⸗ 
none toke ſeaſon of the tre. When the 
Tecond bꝛother heard this, he ſaid. y bꝛo⸗ 
ther, vy what lab oz title occupie pee this 
tree, Dere bꝛother (quod he) Joccupyit 
by this title, my father gave me all that 
is vnder the earth and aboue of the ſayd 
tree, and therefoze by reaſon this re; 18 
mine. Unknowing to the, quod p p ſacond 
bꝛother, hee gaue mee all 5 is in bꝛeadth, 
length, & derpenes, ok 5 ſaid free, æ there- 
foze J haue as great right in the tre as 
vou. This hearing the third ſon came to 
them e ſaid. O pee my beſt beloued bꝛethe⸗ 
ren, it behoueth pou not to ſtriue fo2 this 
tree,fo2 as much right haue J in this free 
as yee,f02 well pee wot by the law, that 
hs laſt will 6 teſtament ought to ſtand, 
Bit iiii. fo} 
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The Hiſthrie of 


fo2 of truth her gane me of the ſaid tre 


all that is wet and d2y,and therefoze by 


right that tree is mine, but foꝛ as much 


as pour wozds are of great foꝛce, and 
mine alſo,, my counſaile is that wer ber 

iuſtiſied by reaſon, fo2 it is not god noꝛ 
cõmendable that any ſtrife oz diſſencion 
ould be among vs. Herre beſide dwel- 
leth a knig of reaſon, therefoꝛe fo auoide 
ſtriffe, goe wer there vnto him, 4 each of 
vs lap his right berfoꝛe him, and like as 
hee will indge, let bs ſtand to his iudge⸗ 
ment. Then ſaid his bꝛethen, this coun⸗ 
ſaile is god, wherefoze they went all 


th onto the Ring of reaſon, and each 


of them ſenerally ſhewed fo2th his right 

bnto him, like as it is ſapd befoze. 
When the king had heard they? tis 
fles,he rehearſed them all againe ſene- 
rally, firff ſaying fo the eldeſt donne 
thus. Thon ſaylt foꝛ ther, quod the King, 
that thy Father gane the all that is vn- 
der the earth and aboue the earth of the 
ſapde tre . And fo the fcond Bꝛother 
he bequethed all that is inbzedth,length, 
and depeneſle, of the Zre. And to the 
third B2other her gaue all that is wet 
and 
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And d2y.. And with that hee laid the law 
foz them, & ſapd that the laſt will ought 
to ſtand. Now mp deere ſonnes, bꝛiefe⸗ 
ly A hall ſatiſſte all your reaſons, And 
when her had thus ſayd, her turned him 
vnto the eldeſt bzother,ſapmg thus. My 
deere ſone, if pou liſt to abide the iudge⸗ 
ment, of right it behoneth vou to bee let⸗ 
ten blod of the right arme. My Loꝛd, 
quod her, vour will ſhall bee done. Then 
called the King fwzth a diſcreet Philiti- - 
an commaunding him to let him blad, 
Muhen the eldeſt ſon was thus letten 
blod,the king ſaid to them all the, My 
deere ſonnes, quod he, where is pour fa- 
ther buried. Then anſwered they and 
ſaid: Fo2ſwoth mp Lo2d in ſuch a place. 
Anone the King commaunded to dig 
in the ground fo2 the body, and to take 
a bone out of his bꝛeaſt, and to burp the 
body againe,e ſo if was done. And when 
the bone was taken out, the King com- 
maunded that it ſhould be layde in the 
did of the elder bꝛother, and it ſhould 
pe till it had receiued kindelp the blod, 
and then to ber lapde in the Sunne and 
* and alter that it ſhould ber watſht 
B. vz. with 
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With clare water, his ſernanfs fulfilled 
all that hee tommaunded. And whe they 
began to waſh, the blod vanithed cleane 
away. When the king ſaw this, he ſaid 
to the ſecond ſon. It behoueth that thon 
be letten blod as thy bꝛother is. Then 
ſaid he. My loꝛd thy will ſhall be fulfilled, 
and anone he was done vnto like as his 
bꝛother was in al things, when they be⸗ 
gan to waſh the bone, the blod vaniſhed 
away. Then ſayd the king to the third 
fon, My deere child it behoueth ther allo 
to be letten blood. He anſ wered and ſaid. 
My Lod it pleaſeth mee well ſo to be, 
When the pongeſt Bꝛother was letten 
blod,x done vnto in all things like as his 
two bꝛetheren were beefoze, when the 
kings ſeruants began to waſh the bone, 
they might neyther foz waſhing ne fo 

fretting doe away the blwd of the hone 
but euer it appeared blodie. Uhen the 
king ſaw this her ſapd. It appeareth o- 
penlp that this blood without doubt is of 
the nature ol this bone, thou art his true 
ſonne, and theſe other two be baſtards, 1 
giue to ther the tree foꝛ euermoꝛe. 

T The Moral}, 
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Deere friends this Emperonr is our 
J oꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt which bare a ſhield of 
ſiluer with fine red Noſes, that is to ſap, 
his body that is ſo faire t cleere, & moꝛc 
radient then any ſiluer, actoꝛding with 
the plalmiſt ſaping thus. Specioſus forma 
pre filijs hominum. That i" is to ſap, hee 
was more ſpeciall t fapꝛer of ſhape then 
. all the childꝛen of men. By theſe v. Roſes 
we vnderſfand his v. wounds, which he 
ſuffered foꝛ mankinde. And by the King 
of Egypt wer vnderſtand the Dinell,a- 
gainſt whom he fought al the time of his 
Iyfe, + at the laſt hee was ſlaine foz man 
kinde. Peuertheleſſe, befoꝛe his death he 
made his teſtament to his thꝛe ſonnes. 
By the firſt to whom her gaue of the 
free that was vnder the earth and aboue 
the earth, we ſhal vnderſfand ſuch migh⸗ 
tie men and others of all eſtates of this 
wozld, as not content with their calling 
ſekes ambicioullie the ſubuerſion of o⸗ 
ther to magnifie and eralt themſelues. 
Be the ſecond ſonne to whom her gaue 
the tree in length, bꝛeadth + depenelle, 
wee vnderſtand ſuch woꝛldlie wiſe men 
in this wozloe which in they? ſubtill 
— 


| The Hiſtorie of 
attetmpt to winne all, ole all. . . 


The Moral, - 

By the third ſonne, to whom he gaue 
all that was wet and dzp of the tree, we 
ſhall vnderſtand euerie god Chaſttan 
pꝛinte, noble man, maieſtrate oꝛ meaner 
perſon, in every common wealth where 
ſo euer, with ( eſchewing all ambition and 
touetouſneſſe) holdetb himſelfe content 
with the pꝛouidence of God, and in his 
- owne calling laboureth ſimply and true⸗ 
ly fo doe god fo all men, yea though 
now and than themſelues fuſtaine inin⸗ 
ries in the woꝛld, ſuffering now pouer⸗ 
tie, then trouble, now ſolace, then care, 
now cold, then heat, and all this they res 
ceived thankfullp, to haue this noble tree 
that was thus bequethed them. 

This Tree is the Tree of Paradiſe, 
that is fo ap, euerlaſting iop of heauen, 
which is giuen to vs all, if wee take it 
thanckfullp, nenertheleſſe it is Heaven 
in diuerſe wiſe, e not equally, fo2 ſome 
hath moꝛe, and ſomehath leſſe,after that 
meaſure of Gods god grace. This not- 
withlkanding euery man obtapneth not, 

_—_ 


ö 


 therefoze it behoueth them to go vnto the 
king of reaſon, that is to lap, vnto the fa- 
ther of heauen, that knoweth all thing oz 
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they be made. The firſt ſon was let blod 
and in his blod the bone was wꝛapped. 
By this bone we ſhall vnderſtand our 
firong faith in chꝛiſts merits. And by the 
blod the linelp-and fruitefull ſap T god 
wozks pꝛoceꝛding out of theſame. Which 
are rare things to be found in thoſe that 
ſerke their owne pꝛiuate gaine of life, cas 
ring not how they come bp it by hoke 
oꝛ by croke,toy pꝛeiudice of others,which 
when they are let blod by the ſharpe 
Launce of Gods iuſtice, though it bee 
ſtabliſhed with dinine pꝛedication and 
made d2y with the Sunne of ontward 
pꝛofeſſion: pet beeing waſht with the 
water of ſwelling pꝛide, mallice, enuie, 
w2ath, and ſuch other, than the ſtrong 
fayth in Chꝛiſtes merites; is as thougb 
we had neuer receiued it, and the line- 
ly and fruitfull ſappe of god wozkes, 
hath no poſver to tarry vpon it, but va⸗ 
niſheth away. And thus fareth it with 
thoſe two, the firſt and ſecond ſonnes. 
But * third ſonne being contrary vn⸗ 
fo 
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fo the other in p2ofeſiomgnd practiſe of 
life and maners, be he pance,noble man 
mateſfrate,o2 perſon, vb earth, The 
bone af ſuch a man will euer ber firme of 
faith in himſelke + towards others, from 
ſuch a mans bone the blodof linelpe 
fruits, to himſelfe & all others pꝛofitable, 
wil neuer be waſhed away with the wa- 
ter of wꝛetchedneſſe. But the moꝛe it is 
dꝛied in the Sun of true triall, the bet- 
ter it is, ſuch are p true childꝛen of God, 
of whom our Lo2d ſpeaketh thus. Pe the 
which haue iozſaken all thing fo2 me: all, 
that is to ſap, pe that haue forſaken the 
will ok ſin, ſhall receiue an hundꝛed times 
moꝛe, that is to ſap, pe ſhall not onelp re⸗ 
teiue the tree of Paradiſe, but alſo the he⸗ 
ritage of Heauen. Theſe two other ſong 
are baſtards.\92 whyp,that they pꝛomiſed 
in their baptiſme-thep wꝛought all the 
contrary, thꝛough their wicked liuing. 
And therefo2e hethat defircth to obtaine 
the ioyes of heauen, him behoueth to a- 
bide ſ:edfaſtly in pꝛofeſlion @pactiſe of 
god life t maners,t then by Chꝛiſt ſhall 
he obfaine the tree of Paradiſe, bnto the 
which the Lozd being vs which ltueth x 
rage 
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reigneth eternally wozld without ende. 
Amen, 


The Argument, 


God ſo loued ſinſull man, that he ſent his 
onely begotten ſon to rederme him out 
of the captiui ty of the wicked world, to 
reſt with him | in the ioyes ot heauen, 


| The third Hiſtorie. 

A N Rome there dwelled ſometime a 
noble emperour named Diocleſian, Which 
aboue all wozldly gods loued the vertue 
ol charitie, wherfoꝛe he deſired greatly to 
know what foule loued hir birdes beſt, 
to the intent hee might thereby grow to 
moꝛe perfect charitie. It foꝛtuned after 
vpon a dap, that this Empcrour walked 
to the Foꝛreſt to take his dilpozt, where 
as her found the neaſf of a great bird 
(that is called in Latin Struthio Came- 
Iv, in Engliſh an Oiſtredge) with hir 
bird, the which bird, the Emperour toke 
with him, and cloſed him in a veſſell of 
glaſſe. The dam ok this little bird kol⸗ 
lowed after vnto the Emperours place, 


and 
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and flew into p hal wher hir bird wasclo- 
ſed. But when the ſaw hir bird, 4 might 
by no meane come to hir ne get hir out, 
ſhe returned againe to the fo2reft,+ there 
ſhe abode thꝛer daies, t at the laſt ſhe re⸗ 
turned againe to the pallaite, bearing in 
hir mouth a wozme that is called Thu 
mare. Mhan ſhe came where hir bird 
was, ſhe let the wo2me fall vppon the 
glaſſe, thꝛough vertue of which woꝛme, 
the glaſle bꝛake, t the bird eſcaped, ſiew 
foꝛth with his dam. 

Mhen the emperour ſaw this he pꝛay⸗ 
ſed much the dam of the bird, which ſo 
diligently loboured fo; the deliueraunce 
of hir bird. 5 
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My friendes, this Emperour is the fa⸗ 
ther of Yearen, which greatly loneth 
them that liue in perfect loue and chari⸗ 
tie. This little bird cloſed in the glalle 
t taken from the foꝛreſt, was Adam our 
ſoꝛefather which was exiled from ont of 
Paradice,and put in the glaſſe, that is to 
ſap,in hell, This hearing the dam or the 

ird 


oy * 
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bird, that is to wit, the ſonne ol God del 
cended from Heauen & came fo the foꝛ⸗ 
reſt of the world, x lined there thc daies 
t moꝛe, bearing with him a woꝛzme, that 
is to ſap, manhode accozding with the 
ſpalmiſt ſaping. Ego ſum vermis & non 
homo. | 
That is to ſap, J am a wo2me and 
no man. This manhode was ſuffered to 
be ſlain among the Jewes, ol whoſe blood 
the veſlell eternall was b2oken, and the 
bird went gut, that is to ſap, Adam went 
foꝛth with his mother the ſonne of God 
and n beauen. 


% 
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A cleane foi pirit and vndefiled foule' is 
the daughter of God ſo tender & deere 
vnto him, that he beſtoweth hir not yp= 
on the rich man wanting the wiſedome 
of God, but vpon the poore man that is 
wile & liueth in the feare of god, Which 
it thee had at any time tranſgreſt by 
frailtie of fleſh, than for the recouery of 


hir health by the medicine of amende- 


ment of lite, to ſuch a one though poore 
f C. | {hall 


The Hiſtory of | 
ſhall his ſoule bee not onely in this life © 

| eſpouſed with much ſolace andioy each 
- other, but in the world to come ſhall 


hlue with Chriſt in oy and euerlaſting 
| bliſſe. 
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Ometime dwelled in Rome a woꝛ⸗ 
thp Emperour and a wile, which 
had a faire daughter and a gracious in 
the ſight of euery man. This Emperour 
beethought him on a dap to whom her 
might giue his daughter to marriage 
ſaping thus. If J giue my daughter to 
a rich man, and her be a fle, then is ſhee 
loſt, and if I giue hir to a phꝛe man and 
a witty, than may her get his lining fo2 
him 4 hir by his wildome. 

There was at that time dwelling in the 
titie ol Kome. a Philoſopher named So- 
crates, pe and wiſe, which came to the 
@mperour and ſaid. Pp Lozd diſpleaſe 
pon not though J put fazth my peticion 
befoze pour highnes. Zhemperonr ſaid, 

what ſo euer it. pleaſeth thee tell fo2th. 

Then laide oy Mp Lozd pe haue 


a 
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A daughter whome J deſire abone all 
things. Themperour an\ wered and ſatd. 
My friend, J ſhall giue thee my daughter 
fo wife vpon this condiffon, that if ſhee 
die in thy felowſhip after that ſhe is wed 
ded to ther, thou ſhalt without doubt leſe 
thy head. Then ſaid Soc rates. Upon * 
condifion J will gladly take bir Ar 
my wife. Themperour hearing this, let 

call fo2th all the Lo2des and Cates. of 
his Empire, and made a great feaſt at 
their wedding. And after the lealt So- 
crates led home his wife to his owne 
honſe, whereas they liued in peate and 
health long time. But at the laſt this 
Emperours daughter ſickened to death. 
When Socrates perteiued this, he ſapde 
to himſelfe. Alas and woe to me, what 
ſhall J doe, and whether ſhall J flee, 
ik the Emperours daughter that is my 
wife ſhould die, and fo ſo:row this 
Socrates went to a foꝛreſt there beeſive 
and wept bitterly, The while her thus 
Wept and mourned, there came an a- 
ged man bearing a ftaffe in his hand, 
and aſked the cauſe of Socrates why he 
mourned. Socrates aunſ wered and (aid, 
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I wedded thempereurs daughter vppon 
this condition, that if ſhe died in my fe⸗ 
1lowlhip,J ſhould lerſe my like, now ſhe is 
ſickned vnto thodeatb, and J can find no 
wan no2 helpe, & therefoꝛe J mourne 

oꝛe then any creature can thinke. Then 
faib the old man, be of god comfozt,foz 4 
ſhall helpe you if pe will doe after mp 
counſelt In this fo2reſt be thꝛer hearbe,if 
pe make à dꝛink of the firſt to pour wile, 
# of the other two a plaiſter, 4 if the ble 


this medicinall dꝛincke g plaiſter in due 


time, without doubt ſhe ſhall retouer to 
perfect health. Socrates fulfilled all as the 
old man had taught him. And when his 
wife had vſed a while that medicinall 
d2inke and plaiſſer, within ſho2t time 
ſhe was perfectly whole of all hir ſick⸗ 
neſſe. And when the Emperour heard 
that Socrates wꝛought ſo wiſelpe and 
how diligently her laboured fo2 to heale 
his wife, he pꝛomoted him to great dig- 
nitie and woꝛſbip. 
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wire kriendes this Emperour is 
| our 


Sir Lo2d —— Choi his daughter 19 

fayze and ſo gratious is the ſoule, mads 
to the ſimilitude of God, which is full 
gratious and gloꝛious in the ſight ol him 


and of his Angels, while that char is not 


defiſed and abide th in bir owne pzoper 
cleanefſe, - 

This ſoule God would not gine it to a 
rich man, but to a poꝛe man, that is to 
ſay, a man that is made of the ſlyme of 
the earth. This Socrates is à pe man. 


fo2 why,euery man commeth poze and 


naked info this wozld from his mothers 
belly, and enerp man taketh his ſoule in 
wedlock vppon ſuch condition, that il ſhe 


out doubt he& ſhall loſe eternall life. 
Therefoꝛe O thou man, ik thy wife 
ficken fo thzough frailty of fleſh vntoin, 
doe then as Socrates dyd, goe vnfo the 
foꝛreſt, that is the Church of Chꝛiſt and 
thou ſhalt finde there an old man with a 
ffaffe,that is, a diſcreeteÞ2eacher,which 
ſhal miniffer vnto her thoſe thꝛer hear 
whereof map ber confertt medicine of | 
thy retouerie vnto health, namely the 
ak hearb is acknowledge of ſinnne, the 


die in his fellowſhip by deadly ſin, with⸗ | 


C.iii. is 
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fecond repentance,ethe third ne 

life, accoꝛding to the will of god, ik theſe: 
hearbes ber vſed in playſters; the ſinner 
without doubt ſhall receiue his health, x 
his ſoule ſhal be delinered from ſinne, and 
by all right he hall haue euerlaſting life. 
Unto the which bꝛing bs our to; d Jeſus. 


- 
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1 May fooliſh Idiots of this a ; 
doe 3 flow and-flote in a- 
bundaunce 4 worldly wealth and - 

pomp, with thinking they ſhall hue 

*heere alwaies, are laboured ynto by. - 
the Preachers of Gods word to 955 1 
admoniſhed of their momentarie fe- 
licities and ſo to prepare themſelues 
in beeſtowing well their ſhort time 
heere, to enioy the bleſsingsof euer⸗- þ: 
laſting 8 felicity inthe world to come. vel 
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Genet there reigned in Komea 
mightie Emperour and a wiſe , nas 
med 5 which had one onely 

| lonne, 


\ 


J 


| * the Emperours Sonne ſaſy that 
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fonne,whom he loned much. This Em⸗ 
perour whe he lay at the point of death, 
be called vnto him his ſonne,and ſapd, 
Derre ſonne, I haue a ball of gold which 
A gine thee vppon my bleſſing, that thou 
anone after my death ſhalt giue it to the 
molt fole that thou mapſt finde. Then 
ſapd his ſonne. Py Lo2d, without doubt 
your will ſhall bee fulfilled, Anone this 
pong Lo2d after the death of his father, 
went e ſought many Kealmes 4 found 


many rechleſſe fwles,becauſe hee would 


ſatiſſie his fathers will, laboured farther 

till he came into a realme where the law 
was ſuch, that euery pere anew King. 
was choſen ther, x this king had onelp the 
guiding of that realme but a pere, and 
at the pteres ende he was depoſed e put 


in he in an Jland, whereas hee ſhould 


w2etchedly finich his life. 
hen the Emperours ſonne tame fo 
this realme, the new Bing was choſen 
with great honour , and all manner of 
Muſical inſtruments went beefoze him, 


and bzought him with great reuerence 


and -wozſhip vnto his regall ſeate. And 


C-Uit, be 
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b came bnto him and lalaked him res 
uerently and ſaide.Pp Loꝛd, ide, 3 giue 
thee this ball of gold, on my fathers be⸗ 
halfe. Then ſapde hee, 3 — ther tell 
mee the cauſe why thou giueſt mee this 
ball. Then anſwered this young Lo2d 
and ſapd. Pp father charged mee in his 
death bed vppon payne of fozfapting of 
bis bleſſing, that J ſhould nine this ball 
to the moſt fwle that J could find, wher⸗ 
oe J haue ſought many Realmes, and 
haue found manp foles, neuertheleſſe a 
moꝛe fole then thou art, found J neuer, 
and therfo2e this is the reaſon. It is not 
bnknowen to thee that thou chalk reigne 
but a pere, and at the peres ende thou 
ſhalt bee exiled into ſuch a plate wheres 
as thou ſhalt dye a milchieuous death, 
wherefoꝛe J hold ther fo2 the moff fole* 
that euer J found, that fo? the Lo2dſhip 
of a pre, thou wotildelt ſo wilfullp loſe 
thy ſelfezand therefdze beefoze all other, 
J haue ginen thee this ball of gold. 
— Then ſapdethe King,without doubt 
thou ſayſt truth, and therefoze when 4 
am in full power of this realmezJ thall 
fend befoze me * treaſure and riches 


where ⸗ 


hirwith J map live and ſaue my ſelfe 


SGeſta Romanorum. 


13 


from a miſchieuous death, when J ſhall 
be exiled and put downe. And ſo this was 
done, whereloꝛe at the pres ende her 
was exiled and lined there in peace, bps 
on ſuch gods as he had ſaned beefoze, 
and * dyed afterward a god death, 
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- Dere friends this Emperour is the 
father of Heauen, the which beequethed 
the ball, that is to ſay, wozldlp riches 
to foles and pdiots, which ſanoureth no- 
thing but that is earthly. This Empe- 
rours ſonne, that is to ſap, a Pꝛeather 
and a diſcret miniſter, trauapled about 
many realmes & landes to ſhew to mil⸗ 
beleeuing men and foles their perill. 

The Realme wherein na King might 
reigne but a pre, is this woꝛld. Fo? 
who fo had lined an hmidzed pere,whe 
he commeth to the death him'ſhall ſexe 
that he hath lined but the ſpace of an 
houre, therefoꝛe doe as the Ring dyd, 
while that pe be& in pow2e'of lyfe ſend 
beloze you pour treaſure, that is fo ſay, 


C. b. firme 3 
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firme faith in Co:iſts merits , and the: 
fruits of gods woꝛd p2oceding from the 
ſame. Then certainely when wer be put 


in exile out of this woꝛld, wir ſhall line 
in peace, and ſhall find the mercy of god 


plentifull, whereby wer ſhall obtaine e⸗ 
uerlaſting life, Unto the which bꝛing vs, 


her that foz vs ſhed his pzectons blod. 


The Argument. 
© The euill diſpoſed wicked men of 
this world are heere aduertiſed of 
their greedy griping after the ſweet 
temptation of the del, wherin (uch 


_ doreioyce;til death coming ſodain- 


ly vpon them, then fall they intothe - - 


boonbl pit of deſolate. darknefle, 15 


due to their deſer ts. 


12 The fixt N W ? 
 Diocleſianteigned i inthe citie of Rome 
in whole Emppꝛe dwelt a noble Philo⸗ 
ſopher, the which ſet vp by his craft an 

image in the midſt of the citie of Rome, 
the which image ffrctched out his arme 
and his fozmolt finger, wherebpon ſtod 

1 _ te in Latin. Percute bic. 
. Strike 


* — 
* 
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| Strike here This image after the death 
Jof the Philoſopher ſtodffill a long time, 
and many great clarkes came thether {02 
Ito read the ſuperſcription that was on 
the finger, but none of them bnderſtod 
what it ment, wherfoꝛe there was great 
wondꝛing among the people. And at 
the laff a long time after there came a 
198 clarke out of far countries and 
when her ſaw this image, by read the 
| Gipture;tirike heere. 
And when vpon a day when he law the 
ſhadow of the hand, he foke a mattockke 
and bzake bp the ground vnder the hand 
where the ſhadow was, accoꝛding fo the 
vnderſtanding of the ſuperſeription, and 
anone he found an houſe all of. Parble 
vnderneath the ground, wherein hee en⸗ 
tered and came into a hall, wherein her 
found ſo much riches, ſo manp Jewels, 
aud ſo great maruaples, that he neuer 
. law ne heard of ſuch, noꝛ ſo many! be 
foe that time. At the laſt he ſaw a fas 
ble readie couered, and all manner of 
things neceſſary thereto ſet therbpon. He 
berheld fur her and ſaw a Carbuntle in 
08 wit that lightned al the houſe . And 
againtk 
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Arainff this carbuncle on that other fldg 
tod a man houlding in his hand a bow 
with an arow ready to ſhwt. The clarks 
meruapled much when he ſaw all theſs || 
things and thought in himſelfe, ir that 3 
tell this foꝛth, there will no man belckut 
mer, and therefoꝛe J will haue ſomwhat 
of theſe gods in token of pꝛwfe. And w 
that hee ſaw a knife of gold vpon the ta 
ple, the which her toke and would haue 
put in his boſome: but anone the archer 
knots the carbuncle and bꝛake it, wheres 
with the whole honſe wasſhavolved.s 
made darke. And when the clarke per⸗ 
teiued it, hee wept moe bitterly then as 
ny man might think, foꝛ he knew not by 
what way he might go out, ſoꝛ as much 
as the houſe was made darke though 
the bꝛeaking of the Carbuncle. And that 
- darkneffe abode ill fo2 euermoꝛe after. 
And ſo finithed the clarks is life” "oy 
in that! darknefe. l 1 


The Werl. 


Were friend this image ſs min 


is the dinel _ ſaith” euetmozt Arie 
hre 


Geſta Romanorum. 15 

Aal bete. That is to ſap. (&ke after earthly 
u riches, and not foz heauenly treaſure, 
This clarke that digged with the mat- 
of torke, beetokeneth the wicked wiſe men 
ot this woꝛld, as ſome euill diſpoſed pieas 
ders in the law,craftp atturneies 4other 
wicked wozllings that euer beſmiting, 
what by right t what by wꝛong, ſo that 
they may get the vanities of this wozid, 
and in their ſmiting they find great won⸗ 
ders & meruailes, that is to ſap, they find 
therin the delights of the world, wherein 
many men reiopſeth. The carbuncle that 
giueth light is the ponth of man, which 
giueth hardines to take their pleaſure in 
wozldly riches, The archer with his ar- 
row is death, which laicth watch againſt 
man to ſlap him. The clark that toke vp 
the knife is euerpye woꝛldlye man that 
w conefeth euer to haue all thinges at his 
| will. - 

Death ſmiteth the carbuntle, that 
is to ſay,youth. ſtrength and power of 
man;e than lieth he w2apped in darke- 
neſſe of ſinne, in which darknelle often- 
times hee dicth. Zhereſo2e ſtudie wer 
to ſlee the wozld and his deſires, - 

then 
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then ſhall we be ſure fo win enerlalfing 
life vnto the which Jelu bzing bs all 23 
—S 


| 


The argument. 


We are generally heere put in An that 
the diuell beſeeging the world our cham- 

pion Chriſt lefus is readie to take our 

quarrel] in hand, who defending and ſa i{ 
ung vs from the inuaſion & circumucn= 
tion of ſatlian, is yet accuſed for vs as a 
tranſgreſſor, and is for our ſakes moreo- 
uer, content to ſuffer death for our ral 


nuſtification. 


The ſeauenth Hiſtorie. | 


JI N Rome dwelled ſometime a mighty 
Emperour named 1'cus,a wiſe man ca 
Diſcreet. which oꝛdained in his daies ſuch 
a law, that what knight died in his em⸗ 

pire ſhould be buried in his armour, and 

whoſoeuer pꝛeſumed to ſpoile any knights 

armour after he were dead, he ſhould dit 

without any withſtanding oꝛ gainſaieng. 
It ber fell after within lew peres | 
that 


ö 


| 
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that a citie of the Empire was beſeged 
of themperours enimics,wherefoze that 
Citie was in perill of leeſing,. foz none 
that was within that citie might not des 
fed them ſelues by no manner of craft, 

therefo2e great ſoꝛrow and lamentation 
was made though out all the Citie. 

But at the laſt within few bayes there 
tame to the Citie a poung K night and 
a well fanoured, valiaunt in feates of 
Armes, whom the wozthy men of the 
Citie beeholding and vnderffanding' his 
p:owelle crped with one voice. O thou 
moſt noble Rnight, we beeſ&ch the if it 
pleaſe thy woꝛthines to help bs now af 
our moſt neeve.loe pe map ſe this citpe 
is in perill of lefing. Then aunſwered 
he and aid. Ser pte not firs, that Jhane 
none armour, and if J had armour 3 
would gladly defend your Citie. This 
heariug a mightie man of the citie ſapde 
to him in ſecret ile. 

Dir heere was ſometime a donghtie 
knight which now is dead e buried with 
in this citie accoꝛding to the law, t if it 
pleaſe pou to take his armour pe might 
defend this citie 4 deliuer vs from periil, 

- and 
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and they walt be honour vnto von c pꝛo⸗ 
fit vnto all the Empire. 

When this young Knighe had heard 
this, he went to the graue and foke the 
armour and araied himſelfe therewith, 


t fought mightely againſthis enemies, 


and at the laſt her obtained and had the 


victoꝛp, and deliuered the citie from pe- 


rill. And when he had lo done, he laid the 


Armour agspne in the graue. There 


were lome men in the Cittie that had 


great indignation and enuie at him, ber⸗ 
tauſe he had obtained the victoꝛie, accus 


ſed him to the iudge ſaying thus. 

Dir a law was made by themperour 
that whoſoener diſpopled à dead Knight 
of his Armour ſhould die, this p poung 
Knight found a dead Knight and toke 
alnay his Armour, theretoꝛe we beelæch 
thee that thou p2oceede in the law a⸗ 
gainſt him as againſt him that hath of- 
fended the law. NMhen the Juſtice heard 


this, hee made the Krüght to be taken 


and to be bꝛought afoze him. And when 
hee was examined of this treſpaſſe a⸗ 
gainſt the law, be ſaide thus. Sir it is 


che 


wzitten in ihe law, that of two harmes 


ä 


ö 


} 


Gal. Nennen, 


the leaſt is to bie choſen, iti is not bn 
knowen to pou that this Citie was in 
perill to be loft, x but 1 had taken this 
. armour, J had neither ſaued you ne the 
Citie; thirefoze mee think eth p onaht 
rather to honour # wozhip mer fo? this 


gd deede that Jhaue done, than this | 


hamefuly to repꝛoue me, fo: J am led 
as her that is ready ko bet hanged, kal“ 
ſo god lirs an other reaſon J may lay 
fo; mine txcuſe. He that ſtealeth o2 rob⸗ 
d2th violently. purpoſeth not to reſte; £ 
that thing thaths robb2th: but it is not 
thus with me, fo: though 7 toke the ar⸗ 
mour of the dend Knight: fo! pour de⸗ 
vo Ie and ſaucgard, , when 3 had ahtzi⸗ 
ed the dictozie, 4 w re if againe (apthe 
fin je place, and {9 che. dead knight 


| ath 
that ts his by the law. Zhen Haie te 
Au ge a theke th: i brea ihefth a houſe 
that he my ſteale and beare away lurch 
es Hy map fide. and though he being 
agame that he hath taken, Jaſke o* th 

if that the breaking of the houſe be laws 


full oꝛ not. The knight onl wered ſome⸗ 
time. the bꝛeaking ok an Boule may 


be god, whereas it 1s made in fesble 
5 D. | | es 
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place, which ſhonld cauſe the Lo2d of 

the houſe to make his wall ſtronger, 
hat the therues after that bzake not 

10 wals ſo lightly in auoiding of moze 
harme. 

Then ſaide the Jullice, if the bꝛeak⸗ 
ing ol the honſe be god, neuertheleſſe in 
that bꝛeaking, violence is done to the 
2.02d of the houſe, And ſo thongh thou 
didſt goe with the Armour of the dead 
Bnight, nenerthelefſe thou didſt w2ong 
to the dead night in taking away his 
Armour. The Knight ſaid, J haue fold 
pon that of two harmes the leaſt is to 
be choſenze that harme where though 
great godnelle commeth, onght not to 
bee called harme,but it ſhould rather bee 
called god: Fo? that if any houſe with- 
in the citie were on fire and beganne fo 
burne, it were moze better to. thꝛow it 
to the ground and thie? o2 foure houſes 
therebp, then they ſzevld bee ſet on fire 

alſo. wherbp all ye citie night be bꝛent. 
Night ſo ik the Armour of the dedd 
knight had not ben taken, the citie ty _ 
All had bane loft. 
And when the Jnſitce heard that he an⸗ 
1 wered 


11 


the dead Knight, that is to lan he 0 


Gel Komanorums 


| th 4 hic had accuſed 09 ki Is | t. 
flew dum, Joꝛ whoſe death t 1 
great merping thꝛoughout all he | , 2, 
and his body was wozſhip u lp buried 
in anew tombe. 


The Moral. 


1 Dere friendes, the Emperonr i i 
the Father of Meauen, and this Citie 
is the wald, the which is beſieged of the 
diuell and deadly ſinne. And as manp as 
were within the Citie, were alt in perill 
to be loſt; This young knight that came 
to the Citte, is our Lo2d Jeſu Chalk, 
which had not the armour of humani⸗ 
tie, till her ment to the graue, that is 
to ſay, to the wombe of the gloꝛious 
Mirgin Mary : by the annunciation of 
the Angell ſaping: The holy Ghoſt ſhall 
light in thee: &c.Loe thou ſhalt conceive FY 


and heare a ſon. And thus in fhe wombe 
of the Utrgin, hee toke the armonr of 


1 Thi Niſtorie af 


with mankind krom perill, by his 'blef- 
ſed paſſion that he ſuffered on the croſfe, 
and that he put the armour againe' into 
the graue when his bleſſed body was 
burie?,but the citizens enuied him, that 
is to ſap, the Jewes of lury attuſed him 
to Pilate, and lated the law againſt him 
ſapinc. If thou ſuffer him thus, thou art 
not the 
haue a law, and alter the law he -oucht 
to die. And thus our Loꝛd Jeſu Cheiff 
of his enemies was tondempned to the 
death ok the troſſe, and after aſcended 
vp to heauen, where our loꝛd Jeln baing 
vs all. Amen. ; 


The Argument. 


© The fornication of wicked worldly men 

s heere detected by the- prouidence of 
God, and by his gratious fauourdeliue- 

red of the thraldothe of ſinne vnto the 
liberty of life cucrhaſting, 


. The cight iſto Y. 


There | 


and ſaned the tifte,” that is the woſd' \ 


Emperour C zlare friend, wee 


| 
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Here. reigned ſomtime in Rome 


Ls mightie Emperour and a wiſe 


named Betolde, which oꝛdayned a 


law that what woman were taken in a⸗ 


doultrie hir hul band being a line, lhe 


ſhould ber caſt into perpetuall pꝛilon. 


There was that time a knight that had 


a fapꝛe lady to his wife, dehich commit- 


ted adoutry hir huſband being a line, 


and was with childe , theretoze by the 


law ſhe was put in pꝛiſon, where with⸗ 


in ſhozt tyme after ſhe was deliuered | 
of a fapze ſonne. This Childe grew vp 


till her was ſeauen pers old, his mother 


daply wept hartely And, when the child 
heard this hee ſaid to hie mother. D mo⸗ 
ther why wape pe thus, and fo2 what 
canſe are pon thus perplered. Then ſayd 
his mother. O mp ſ wette ſonne, 3 hang 


great cauſe to mourne, and thou alſo, foꝛ 
aboue our heads is people walking, and 
the Sunne ſhineth in cleerenefſe, à great 
ſolace haue all men that are aboue vs, 
and we ber here continuallie in ſuch 


darknelte that J map not fee ther, ne thou 
7 me,alag that euer J conceiued ther. 858 


D. iii. wo" 


— 


und doth commit aduoutry,thatis to ſap | 
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Then lapd the ſonne, ſuch iop, ne uch 
light as ve ſpake ok, ſaw J neuer, 102 J 
was bozne heere in this darkenelle, ther⸗ 
foꝛe if J had meat t d2inke inough, heere 
wold J line all the daies of my life, ther⸗ 
foꝛe mother werpe pe not, but ſhow me 
ſolace.This lamentation that was bee 
twene the mother 4 the ſon, heard the 
Emperours fteward that ſtode aboue , 
their heads, whereof he had great como 
paſlion, æ wept vnto the Emperour, and 
kneeling, beſought him of his grace, 
that the mother « the ſon might ber de⸗ 
liuered ont of pꝛiſon. The Emperour 
as a mercifull L oꝛd granted that they 
ſhould be deliuered. Nevertheleſſe ik they 
1 treſpalled ſo in time to come, they ſhould 
be puniſhed with double paine, + after 

that they were deliurred, this woman | 

ended hir like in that Citie. 


| The Morall. | 
Derre kriende, this Emperonr is the 
Father of heauen that made this law 
that what wedded woman that is to ſay, 
what ſoule that is wedded to our Lo2d, 


dat) 


| 
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doth woꝛſhip ffrange gods, ih ould be taſt 


in the pꝛiſon ofhell,therfoze a ſintull ſoule 
hath great cauſe to weepe, fo2 ſhe is de- 
parted from light, that is to ſap, from the 


ioys of heauen. Pir ſon that deſired meat 


t dꝛink, are the wealthy wicked wo2lds 
lings of thls wozld, that ſay fo the pꝛe⸗ 
lates of the Church, to the P2cachers 
that peach vnto them the toys of heauen 
that while we map live and haue all the 
folace of the woꝛld, we deũre none other 

heauen. The ſteward that heard their 
lamenlation is our loꝛd Jeſu, that knows 
eth all the pꝛiuities of our ſozrowſull x 
repentant harts foz our ſinnes, beelought 
the Father of Heauen foz vs, that wee 
might bee delinered from the p2iſon of 


| fine, and that wor might come to euer⸗ 


laſting life, to the which bzing vs all 
our Loꝛd Zeſus. Amen. . | 


The Argument. 


C | Chriſt proclaymeth the ;oyfull feaſt 


of heauen, wherein the Lambe, to ſay, 
the poore Preachers of the Goſpell, 


haueing their fight or knowledge in 


. The Hiſtorie of... 
Gods word, are ſuppoſed of the blinde 


att hay tie, and each doc mutually. deer 
other, till they approch vnto the 
claymedfeaſt of perperuall fe lee. | 


. 
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8 in Rome dwelt an- Empe⸗ 
Drour named Pompey , which aboue 
all other things was mercifull. This 
Emperour pꝛoclapmed thoꝛoughout all 
his Empire a great feall and that poꝛe 
and rich ſheulo come to this feaſt. And 
: who ſo eucr came to that feaſt ſhould 
not onelp ber weil fed, but alſo her ſhould 
haue great giftes © When the herawld 
had warned all manner of men to come 
to this leaſt, at that time there were two 
poꝛe men lying by the wap, the on was 
lame, and the other was blinde. This 1 
blinde man ſaid to the lame man: Alas 
and woe to vs both how ſhall wer dw, foꝛ 
the Emperoꝛ hath pꝛoclapmed a feaſt, x 
who fo cuer cometh there ſhall not one⸗ 
ly bie well fed, but alſo her ſhould;hane 3 
great gifts, and J am blinde, and thou 
art 1 _ we do, Then * 
8 5 E 


1 
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the lameman fo the blinde man, 3 ſhall 
tell thee god tounſell, if thou wilt doe 
after mer, thon ſhalt let fo: nothing, 1 
am lame and feeble and map not go, ne⸗ 
uertheleſſe J map ſee, 4 thou art blinde 


and ffrong.and maiſt not ſe, take thou 


mer vpon thy backe and beare mer, and 


A ſhall leade the the right map, t thus 


ſhall wee both come toothe Emperours 
feaſt. T hen ſapde the blinde, after thy 


counfell let vs do, come on my back and 
J ſhall beare the. thou ſhalt leade mee 
the right wap, and ſo they did that they 


tame both to the feaſt, & receiued great 
rewards and niftes among oth: r men, 
And thus ended thep2 liues in peace. 


4 The Morall. | 
Doerr friends this Emperour is our 
ſautour Jelu Chal, that pzoclaymeth a 
feaſt, that is to lap, the ioyes ol heauen 
vnto the which ioves he called all man⸗ 


kinde, and foꝛſaketh no man that will 


come bnto him. This lame man befoke- 
neth p poꝛe miniſters of p goſpell, which 
wanting wozldly pleaſures , line by the 


pꝛouidence of God. And this blinde man 


D. V, | | bato- 
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bertokeneth the lay men which knoweth 


the right way to heanen. It behoueth that 
the blind man to wit, lay men to beare 


the lame men, that is to fay, the Pini⸗ 
ſters of the Goſpell, ſuſtaining t feeding 
them with the duties of the churrh, then 
e miniſters of Gods cauſe, are bound 
to teach and to enfoꝛme vs the way ta 
heaucn,wheras we ſhallnot onely haue 
a feaſt, but alſo great reward a top, vn⸗ 
to the which God bꝛing bs all. Amen. 


The Argument, 
¶ Heauen and hell are heere compared to 


twocities, to theſe cities are two contra» = 
tie waies to heauen( which is the citie of 


all heauenly treaſure & felicitie) is a nar- 
row,croked,cragy. & painful way, haue- 
ing three enimies, the diuell the wold & 
the fleth. To hell, ( beeing the citie or 


_ cinck of ſortow & ſadneſſe)a faire way, 


broad, plaine and eaſie, haueing three 
guides, to wit, pride of life, couetiſe of 


the eien, concupiſence of the fleth, 
The tenth Hiſtorie. 


Ometime in Rome dwelt an Em⸗ 
peroz nawed Folliculus, the which 
was 


7 


10 


7 


ö 


' 


mas right wiſe, mercifull & rightfull - in 


6 
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all his wozks, This Emperour buylded 
in the Caſt a noble Citie, wherein her 
put all his treaſure and pꝛetious ſtones 
and riches to bee kept. 

Unto this Citte the way was tony 
and full of bꝛambles and ſharpe thoꝛnes, 


and thꝛer knightes were armed ready to 


fight with them that would come to that 
Citie. Therefoze Zhempercur oꝛdained 


that whoſoever ouertame theſe knights 


ſhould enter the citte, x take at his will 
of the Emperours treaſure. After that 


ſttis Emperour did make in the Nozth 


weſt, a citte wherein he oꝛdained all ma- 
ner of paine, toꝛmenting ſozrow 4 miſ⸗ 
chiefe,fo2 malekactoꝛs, to the which was 
a bꝛoad way, verp delectable, growing 
full of Roſes & faire Lillies, and in that 
way were thze knights, euer wapting 


il any man came towards the Citie of 


the Noth, to ſerue him with all manner 
of delicates and neceſſfarp pꝛouiſion. 


And it it foꝛtuned any man fo enter 
within that citie, the cuſtome was ſuch 
that the people would take & binde him 

* and tote, and caſt him in 3 
there 
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there to abide the coming.of the inſtire, 
When this was cryed thoꝛoughout all 
the Empire, there were two. Knights 
- dwelling in a citie there beeſide, one na⸗ 
med lonatas, Who was a wiſe man, the 
other high Pirrius, which was a fle, ne⸗ 
uertheleſle there had tontinued betweene 
them great loue. This lonatas ſapd to 
Pirrius. Decre friend there is a tommon 
cry made thꝛoughout all lands, that the 


Emperoꝛ hath made a citie in the Eaſt - 


wherin her hath put all his treaſure, and 


whoſocuer map enter that Citie , ſhall 


take of the treaſure that he& liſt, therfoꝛe 
mp counſell is that wer goe to that citie. 
Then ſapde Pirrius thy counlell is god, 
and J deſire the to fulfill if. 
The wiſe Knight ſapde, if it bee ſo 
that thou wilf follow my counſell ; : 
p2ay thee fhat faythfull friendſhip map 


tontinue bertwerne vs, and in token of 


loue, that thou wilt dzinke my blod, and 

J ſhall dzinc> thine, that none of vs de- 
part ne faple other in this journey, 
The foliſh knight laid it pleaſeth mee 
right well all that per ſay.,. - wherefoze 
cher were both lelten blwd, and.each of 
| them | 
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them dꝛante vthers bid. 
When this was done, they went forth 
fogether on their tourney, and when 
they had done th2& dates iournepes to 


wards the Citte where the Treaſure 


was, thep came to a place where was 


two waies one was ſharpe, ſtony, and 
full of thomes- the other was plaine 
and faire and full of ſweetnefſe and de⸗ 
ſights. T hen. ſaide the wiſe Knit fo 
his fellow, Deere friend heere are fwd 

waies one ſharpe and thoꝛnie, neuerthe⸗ 


leſſe if wer goe this way wer ſhall come 


to this Citie that is ſo rith, and there 
ſhall we have that we deſire, 9 
Then ſaid the foliſh Knight to his fe- 
low,J wonder greatly of pou that pou 
ſpeake ſuch things, fo J will rather be 
leeue mine eies than pour words, J les 
here openlp, and ſo doe pe, that here 
is a hard way and full of thoꝛnes, and 


8 as J haue heard ſay, there bee the 
Champions armed in this wap: ready 
to fight againſt all men that goe that 


way towardes the Citie of the Eaſt, 
and therefoꝛe 4 will not goe that way, 


; but here Is(as' ye map ſer) another wap 


plaine 
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plapne and eaſie to walke in, and in this 
wap there are thz&e nights readp to 
ſerue vs and giue vs all manner things 
neceſſary to bs, ᷑ theretoze by this wap 
will F goe, and not by that other way. 
Then ſaide the wiſe knight certainelp 
if we goe by that way wer ſhall be led 
into the Citie of the No2zth, wherein 
there is no mercy, but perpetuall payne 
and ſoꝛrow, and there ſhall wee be taken 
and bound and caſt in pꝛiſon. 
Certainelp ſapde the foliſh night, 

this wap is the readp wap, and as A 
beeleenc it is moꝛe p2ofitable then the o⸗ 
ther wap. Then went they both foꝛth the 
faire way and anone th: Lnightq met 
with them, which receined them cuͤrte⸗ 
onfly loꝛ one night, and gane them all 
maner of thing that was neceſſary fo 
them. And on the moꝛrow they toke their 
tournep foꝛth toward the Citie: and 
when they were within the Citie. anone 
the Emperours officers met with them 
and ſaide : deere friendes why tome p& 
hether, inſomuch that pe know the law 
pk this citie is ſo cruell or long time here 
- befoze, ſwthly ver chall be lerued mu 
alter 


7 
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after the law, Anon they toke the wiſe 


knight and bound him and put him in 
pꝛiſon, and after that thep toke the fa- 
liſh knight and bound him faſt and caff 
him into a ditch.Sone after it befel that 
the Juſtice came ta the Cifie to gine 
indgement on them that had treſpaſſen 
the law, and anon all the pꝛiſoners were 
b:onght fo2th befo2e the iuſtice , among 
whom theſe two knigh's were b:ought 
fœꝛth one from pꝛiſon, and the other from 
the ditch. Then ſapd the wile knight to 
the iuſtice: Keuerend WLo2d, J com⸗ 
plaine of mp fellow that is guilty of jp 
death, ſoꝛ when we iwo came to the two 
waies whereof the one ledde to the Ct- 
tie in the Eaſt, and the other to this 
Citie, J tolde him all the perill of this 
Citie. and the reward of that other ci⸗- 
tie, and hee would not belcue mee, and 
ſaid to mee in this wile, I beeleeue mine 
owne eien better than thy woꝛds, and 
becauſe he was my fellow, wonld not 


lette him goe alone in this wap, ann 


thus tame J with him, whereſoꝛe her is 


the cauſe of my death. Then ſaid the fw⸗ 


uth abt complaine that he is the 
cauſe 
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cauſe of my deathzfo2 it is not vnknow? 
en to your all that J am a fole,and he a 
wile man, and therefoze he ſhould not ſo 
lightly haue followed my follp, fos if hee 
had foꝛſaken this way, ſhould haue fo- 
lowed him, and therefo2e hee is cauſe of 
my death. Then ſaide, the iuſtice to the 
wiſe Knight, becauſe that thou with all 
thy wiledome and great vnverſtanding 
ſo lightly conſented 4 followed the .will 
of the fle and his fwliſh Workes, x thop 
fole betauſe that thou wouldeſt not don 
after the cou nſaile ne fulfill the holeſome 
1wwo2ds of this vile man 4 belenehin,J 
giue indgement that pe both bee hanged 
fo2 your treſpaſle. And ſo it was done, 

where foze all men pꝛaiſed greatly the 
Juftice fo2 his diſcreet tudgernient, 


The Moral. 


l "Deere friends this Emperonr is al⸗ 

mightie God, and in the Eat is the Ct: 
tie of Heauen, wherein is treaſure inſi⸗ 

nit. And vnto this citie is an hard way 
t full of thoꝛnes, that is to ſay,the wap 
af Wee, by the which way full 
5 few 
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few walketh, foꝛ it is hard x kraight at⸗ 
toꝛding to holly Stripture laying thus. 
Eſta arta via que ducit ad vitam. It is à 


* wap that leadeth to cuerlaſting 
life. 

In this wap are thꝛe armed knights, 
that is to ſap, the diuell, the world, and 
the fleſh, with whom it beheneth vs to 
fight, and to obtaine the vicoze oꝛ wee 
may come fo Heauen. The ſecond Citie 
that is in the Noꝛth is hell, and to this 
accozdeth Scripture , ſaping thus. Ab 
2qulone pondetur omne malum , Out 
of the No2th commeth all euill. Cer- 
tainelp to this Citie is the wap plapne 
and broad, and walled about on enerp 
ſide with all maner delicates, wherefoꝛe 
many men walk by this wap. The th? 
Hmghts that giue to euerie man going 
this wap what thing them nedeth, are 
theſe.P2ide of life,conetuouſneſle of the 
eies, æ concupiſence of the fleſh, in which 
thꝛee the wꝛetched man greatly delpteth 
and at the laſt they lead him to hell. This 
wittie knight betokeneth the ſoule, & the 
foliſh knight beetokeneth the fleſh , the 
. wy is alway foliſh,and at all tymes 

E reasis 
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cauſe of my death;fo2 it is not vnknows 
en to you all that J am a fwle, and he a 
wiſe man, and therefoꝛe he ſhonid not ſo 
lightly haue followed my follp, foꝛ if hee 
had foꝛſaken this way, ſhould hane fo- 
lowed him, and therefo2e hee is cauſe of 
my death. Then ſaide, the infice fo the 

wiſe Knight, becauſe that thou with all 


thy wiledome and great vnderſtanding 


ſo lightly conſented a followed the .will 
of the fle and his fwlifh Wworkes, : tho 
fole betauſe that thou woutdeſt not tm 
after the connſaile ne fulfill the holeſome 
woꝛds of this Liſe man x belenchim,J 
giue indgement that pe both bee hanged 
fo2 your treſpaſſe. And fo it was done, 
whe refoꝛe all men þ2aiſed greatly the 
Juktice fo2 his diſcreet iudgement. 


T fe Moral Fe. 


\ 


” Ockre friends this Cmperour is al 
mightie God, and in the Eaſt is the Ct; 
tie of Heauen, wherein is treaſure inſi⸗ 
nit. And vnto this citie is an hard way 
c full of thoꝛnes, that is to ſay, the way 
of. rene by the which way fall 
few 


ö 
— 
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few walketh,'fo2 it is hard e fraight ac- 
co2ding to holly Scripture laying thus. 
Eſta arra via que ducit ad vitam. It is & 
ſtraight wap that leadeth to euerlaſting 
life. 
In this wap are thꝛe armed knights, 
that is to ſap, the diuell, the world, and 
the fleſh, with whom it beheneth vs ta 
fight, and to obtaine the vicozte o2 wee 
map come to Heauen. The ſecond Citie 
that is in the No2th is hell, and to this 
acco:deth Scripture , ſaping thus, Aab 
2quilone pondetur omne malum , Put 
of the Noth commeth all euill. Cer- 
tainelp to this Citie is the wap plapne 
and b2oad, and walled about on enerp 
ſide with all maner delicates, wherefo:s 
many men walk by this wap. The th2& 
Knights that giue fo euerie man going 
this wap what thing them nedeth, are 
theſe.P2ide of life,conetuouſneſſe of the 
eles,+ concupiſence of the fleſh, in which 
thꝛee the wꝛetched man greatly delpteth 
and at the laſt they lead him to hell. This 
wittie knight betokeneth the ſoule, & the 
foliſh knight betokencth the fleſh , the 
; wy is alwap foliſh,and at all tymes 
E readig. 


a” 
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readie fo doe enill . Thoſe two are fe- + 
lowes 1 knit in one, fo2 eyther of them 
d2inketh others blod, that is to ſap,thep 
ſhall dzinke of one cup, epther iop o2 
paine ſhall thep haue after the dap of 
dome. 
The ſovle choſeth the way of repen- 
taunte, and in as much as ſhe mas ſhe 
ſtirreth the fleſh to do the ſame. But 
the lleſh thinketh neuer what ſhall come 


after and therefoze thee gocth in the de⸗ 


light of this world, & fleeth the delpght 
pf repentaunce. And thus the ſoule after 
the death 1s taſt into hell, end the ficth 
is caſt into the ditch, that is fo ſap , in⸗ 
to the graue. But then the iuſtice com- 
meth, that is our Lo2d Jeſus Chꝛiſt af 
the dap of dome, to iudge all manhod. 
Than the Soule ſhall complaine vppon 
the fleſh, and the fleſh vpon the Sovle, 

But than the Joffice that will not bee 
deceiued neither by pꝛaper ne by pꝛite, 
ſhall condempne the Soule becauſe ſhee 
followed the frapltte of fleſh. and alſo 
hee ſhall condempne the fleſh bercauſe it 
would not belene the Soule, where⸗ 
_ let vs * to tame our fleſh , that 
e 
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we may obey God, x then ſhall we hane 
enerlaſting Ipfe . Unto the which being 
bs our Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt. 


The Argument, 
| q The ſoule of man es > poſſeſſed: in 


che princely territoric "of Paradiſe, 
was by the dme!! prouoked to ſinne 
- againſt hir creator, and for the ſame 
travſgreſsi on fo beeing thence into 
this wide world exiled: loſt that hir N 
former heritage, But by Chriſts pre · 
cious death and h was reſtored 
i vnto a more happy heritage of cuer= 
| laſting felicitie. 


The II. Hiſtorie. 


14 Pere dwelled ſomtime in Nome 
f T: mightie Emperour named Fre- 
1 dericke, Which had no chiidzen 
mdaue one onelie Daughter, to whome 
this Emperour alter his deceaſe ber⸗ 
gqunueathed all his Empire. This vnders 
landing an earle that dwelt there beſide 
came e but this pong Lady e weed hir. 
* E. ü. and 
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and p2onoked hir fo ſinne. all that he 
might, Whereof this young Lady in 
ſhozt p2oceſſe of tyme enclined to the 
Earle, and this Carle anone lap with 
hir, and defiled hir, and after that ſhee 
departed from hir heritage, and exiled 
hir out of hir Empire, . wherefo:e ſhes 
made a great lamentation, and fied vn⸗ 
to a realme there beefide, where-s ſhen 
daplie wept and mourned. It beefell af* | | 
= on a day the while ſhe (at mourning 1 

by the high way ſide, there came riding 
by hir a faire young knight vpon a god 
hoꝛſe, which came toward hir a great 
pate, and verie curfeoufly ſaluted hir and 
aſked the cauſe ſuhy ſhe mourned ſo ſoꝛe. 
Then anſwered ſhe and laid. 

My reuerend Loꝛd J am an Emperoꝛs 
daughter defcended ef ropall blod, my N 
Father is dead which left mee all his 
Empire becauſe he had none other heire, 
and after his deceaſe an Earle there bee- 
ſide deteiued me, deflow2ed mp virgini⸗ 
tic, and after that, hee put mer vyolentiy 
cut of myne heritage, ſo that now J am 
fapne to begge my bꝛeade fiom doze to 
doꝛe, and this is * cauſe of my ſozolu. ; 


wile a loue no man ſo mach a8 mt. Th 


1 
4 
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Than laid the knight, ftre bamoſell 1 
haue great tompaſnion on thy beautie :x 


on thy gentleneſſe,therefo2e ik thou wilt 
grant me one thing, J ſhall fight fo? ther 
againlt the Earle, & J pꝛoteſt vnts thee 
the purchaſe of the victo21e; 5 
Then ſaid ſhe, alas god ſir, J haue no⸗ 
thing that J map gine vnto vou but my 
ſelfe. And J aſke no moze of the ſaid the 
Knight, but that thou wouldeſt bee mx 


aide ſhe. Renerend ſit, that 4 will doe 
gladly,and moze if J might. 
- Then faid the knight, will that tho 


doe foꝛ mee nothing that if it foꝛtune 


mee to dye in fight fo2 thee, and obtaine 


the vicozie, thou ſhalt take my bloudy 
ſhert and hang it vpon a beame in thy 
thamber and this thou ſhalt do fo? two 

things. The firſt is that when ſo euer 
thou beeholdeſt the ſhert, thou ſhalt weepe 
foꝛ mee. The ſecond is, that what ſo ener 
man come to woe the to bee his wyke, 
then ſhalt thou haſtely runne vnto thy 

chamber and beholde my blondie chert, 
and thincke * with in thy ſeife 


thus. 
The 


E ii. 
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The Lo2d-of this ſhirt dyed w my lane 
in battell, the which retouered my heri⸗ 
tage, God foꝛbid that 3 ſhould take any 
other man after his drath. Thẽ ſaid the, 
Renerend' fir , all this ſhall 3 fulfill by - 
the grace of God. And when the Kni ht 
heard this, her aſſayled to fight agaynſt 
the ſapde Earle and obtapned the victo- 
rie, and the Earle was ouertome t fled: 
and this young Lady was bzought and 
receiued againe into hir heritage. OY 
Neuerthelelſe this Knight was deads 
ly wounded in that battell, whereof her 
dyed, but 92 hee dped her berguethed his 
blody ſhert vnto this damſell, deſiring 
hir to kepehirp: omiſe.Uhen this pong 
lady heard of his death, ſher wept ſoꝛe, 
made great lamentation foꝛ his death, 
And in his ſhirt was cunningly wꝛought 
this verſe . Thinke on him and haue 1n 
minde: that to thee was ſo kinde. Anone 
.whenſhehad receiued p chert, he hang- 
ed it pon a beame in hir chamber, and 
as oftentimes as ſhe be held it, che wept 
bitlerlp. It beefcll not long after that the 
ſtates of hir Empire came to hir æ deſi- 
red hir fo take a dur band. But then be 
8 wen 
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went to hir chamber & beheld the blody 

ſhert, then wared ſhe lo: 2rowfull and ſaid 
oftentimes,woe and alas thou ſufxredſf 
death fo? mp lone, and thou alſo recoue⸗ 
redſt againe mine heritage, God fo2bid 
that J ſhould take any other man moe 


but the. And thus ſher anſ wered everp 


man that came to hir, and ſo they went 
awap diſapopnted of their purpoſe, and 
ended * ue in peace and rel . 


a The Morall, 
Dare friends this Emperour in the 
father of heauen, and his daughter is the 
ſoule of man, made to the ſimilitude of 
god, to whom god gaue & bequethed the 
Empire ot Paradiſe. But there tame 
an Earle, that is the diuell, pꝛouoked 
hir to ſin, when ſhe eate of the apple, and 
ſaid to hir thus. In what houre pee eate 
of the apple pee ſhall be lpke gods, wher⸗ 


fioꝛe we breaking gods commandement 


wer were all exiled out of Paradiſe. and 
thaſed to the realme of this wo;ld here 
to liue in great w2eich ednelle,like as the 
pſal:ſaith:la ſudoro vultas tui. In þ ſweat 
of thy vilage ſhalt thon eate thy bꝛead. 
18 | Cillit, N 
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But then came a faire poung knight 
and ſtrong, that is to ſap, our 102d Je⸗ 
ſu Chꝛiſt which had compaſſion vpon 
man kinde, taking vpon him dur fleſh 4 
our blod, game battaile to the dinell and 
overcame him, and thus wan he againe 
our heritage. Therloꝛe let vs do as this 
young Lady did, lay wee vp this blood y 
ſhirt, that is to ſay, the mind or the paſs 
ſion of Chꝛiſt on the beame of our bart 
and think we how our loꝛd Jeſa Chaiſt 
ſhed his p2ecious blod fo2 vs. And if any 
man, that is fo ſay the dinell, o: any o⸗ 


ther would fir vs to ſinne, anone think 


we of the paſſion of Chzilt, and ſap we 
thus, J ſhall take none other but ther 
which den ſhed thy blod foz meer, thus 
ſhall wer win euerlaſting lpfe. Unto the 
which God bꝛing vs all. Anten, : 


The Argument. | 


wee are heere generally Shiite” 
ol honoring the Saboth day, how - 
for the redeeming of time to bee 
cccupyed in Gholily contemplati- - 


on 
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on profitable to the ſoule and bo- 
dv. The preachers of Gods worde 
| 25 times for ſaying truth purchaſe 
inconuenience, if wee beſtow our 
talents in the amplyfing of faith and 
l kurdert g one another with good 

© works: wee ſhall then inherite the 


fruition of eternall bleſsing prepa- 


red for the clect of Chriſt Telus, 
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-—Ometime dwelt in Kome a mightie 
Oemperour named Apollonius which 
oꝛdapned fo2 a law that euerie man 
van paine of death ſhonld celebzate the 
day of his Natinitte. 2 
This Emperour called to him a clark 
that hight Virgil, e ſayd My deere mai⸗ 
ſter, there ber many hapnous offences 
done in my empire confrary fo the law, 
therefoze J p2ay thee that thon by thy . 
cunning wonld make ſome craft wherby 
A might know who treſpaſſeth agapnſt 
the law pꝛiuely o2 appertly. : 
Then laid Virgill, Py reuerend 1020 
your will ſhall be done.Anone this Vir= _ 
Ev. gill 
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gilt though his craft made an image, in 
the midſt of the Citie of Nome, which 
denounced and told the Empeꝛoꝛs meſs 
ſengers who treſpaſſed againſt the law, 
& who not. There was that time dwel⸗ 
ing in the Citie of Rome a ſmith thaf 
hight Focus , which fo2 nothing would 
Leleb:ate the natinitie of the Emperour. 
It beefell vpon a night as the ſmith lay 
in his bed, hee thought vpon the Jwage 
that had accuſed manp men beekoꝛe, and 
dꝛead leaſt the Image would accuſe him, 
wherefoze hee roſe t went to the Image 
and laid. J make a vow to God if thou 
accuſe me, J ſhall bꝛeake thy head. And 
when he& had thus ſaid, her went home. 
The Emperour on the mozrow after 
following ſent his meſſenger to Þ image 
(as beefoze time he was accuſtomed) fo 
know and buderſfand who had freſpaſ- 
- ſed againſt the law . And to them then 
ſaid the image, lift vp pour eyne and hees 
holde what is ingrauen in my fozehead. 
And then they loked vp and ſaw this 
poſie wꝛitten. Tempore mutantur homi- 


nes determinantur. Times be chaunged 


and men ber wozle and Werle. e 
Foz 
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- Fo2 who will ſap the trulh, hall haue 


/ - his head-bzoken, therefoze goe pee forth 


to pour Lozd and tell him all that pee 
haue red & ſænc. The meſſengers went 
fo:th and tould the Emperour all thaf 
they had heard and ſeene. . _ - 
Then ſaid the Emperour,arme your 
ſelues and goe to the image, and if that 
pou ſinde any man that haue mencioned 
o2 thꝛeatned to hurt the Image, binde 
him hand and fete « bzing him to mer. 
Then went the meſſengers fozth fo the 
image and ſaid to it. Tell vs the truth if 
any man hane thꝛeatned ther, and wee 
ſhall anenge the anone. Then ſapde the 
image, Take the ſmith Focus, fo2 he is 
the man that will not honour the na- 
finifie of the Emperour: ſtraight way 
the mefſengers-led foꝛth the-ſmith bis 


foze the Emperour and therevpon exa- 


mined him whp hee kept not the dap of 
the Emperouts natiuitie in reverence & 
honour accoꝛding to the law. Then an⸗ 
ſwered the ſmith laid. Reuerend Loꝛd 
J berſesch you that per will heare mpne 
ercuſe and if J aunfwere not reaſona- 
vis to al manaer of poynts that will 
Toon ! 


—_— 
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will aſke mæ, J will 'yeeld mer fully fo 
vour grace, Zhen laid Themperour, 3 
ſhall heare ther, and that is rightfull J 
ſhall dw. Then ſaid the (ith; It bærhw⸗ 
ueth me to haue viti.d. euery day in the 
werke, e 5 J cannot get. without great 
labour, and therefoze J may in no man- 
ner wile keepe that day holy dap moze 
than other dates : Then ſayde the Em⸗ 
perour. Why behoneth it the to haue 
theſe viii. d. Zhen ſayde the Smith. A 
am bound to- -pay daply ii d. and ii. d. 
J lend, and ii. d. 3 leele, and ii. d A ſpend, 
Then ſaide the Emperour tell me moꝛe 
erp:eſſely of theſe viti. d. Then fapd the 
Smith. Jam bound euerp dap to pay 
ti. d. to my Father, fo? when J was 
poung, mp father ſpent / on mer ii d.day- 
ly , and therefoze am J bound to help 
him, and pay him againe his ii. d. foz his 
ſuſtentation. Alſo ii. d. J lefe on my 
wife. Then ſaid the Emperour why ler 
ſeſt thou that ii. d. on thy wife. Then ſaid 
her, where ſaw y& euer woman but 
ſhe had one of theſe points, epther ches 
is wilfull, oz contrarie to hir e 
d2 of u hot * and * 
| ar 
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that Jgiue hirJ leeſe. Alſo ii. d J lend 
to my ſon, wherwith 55 is ſuſtained, that 
when J come to age #ponertie,he map 
pay mee againe ii.d like as J do me fas 
ther, Alſo J ſpend ii. d. on my ſelfe in 
meat + dꝛincke, and that is litle enough, 
Then ſapd the Emperour,thon haſt an- 
([wered well and wiſely. Pot long after 
it beefell that the Emperour dped. F this 
Smith Focus was choſen to bee Empe⸗ 
rour, becauſe he ſpent his viii. d. ſo wiſe⸗ 
ly and ſo pꝛoſttably and thus he ended 
his Ipfe in peace and reſt, 


The Morall. 


' Dere friends this Emperour is our 
bleſſed Sauiour Jeſt Chꝛiſt, which 02 
dapned bp hts holy law that enerie man 
Could ke&pe his holy Saboth day. 

This Virgill that made this ymage. 
is the holy Ghoft, which eſtabliſheth a⸗ 
mong bs, Preachers to teach vertues. 
and to rep2oue vices , and that ſhauld 
not ſpare the poꝛe ne the rich. But 
now if a Pꝛeacher would ſap the truth 
againſt any man, anone hee ſhall bee thꝛe⸗ 

0921 tktened 
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fened of the enemies of Chiilk , that is | 


to ſap, by euill men that neyther loue 
God noꝛ man, wherefoꝛe the Pꝛeacher 
may lap now a dapes that poley which 
was waitten in the foꝛehead of py image 
Times bene chaunged from good to ill, 
and men bene day lic worſe : For who e 
would ſay the truth now a dayes , ſhall 
haue his head broken. Therefoze if is 
neede they be oͤrmed, that is to ſap, that 
enerp pzeacher be armed with vertuons 
examples of their god lyfe towardes o⸗ 
ther, and than it needeth not to dꝛead, 
inſomuch p they haue the truth of God 
lo ſtand by them, accozding to the Apo⸗ 
_ tes ſaping. Si deus nobiſcum, quis contra 
nos; It God bee with vs who is againſt 
bs. Bp this ſmith Focus, is bnderſtode 
euery god Chꝛiſtian man, which dayly 
ſhould, ſpend his time in wary redee⸗ 
ming euery houres trauaple with ſome 
pꝛofit coꝛpoꝛall and ſpirituall, and then 
- onght he to bee pꝛeſented befoꝛe the hea⸗ 
nenly Cmperonr. This Focus paid ii. d. 
to his Father. ſo we ſhould pap to our 
Father of Heauen ii. d. that is fo ſap, 
honour and lone. Foz whẽ wer were the: 
| childzen 


/ 
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childꝛen of w2ctchedneſſe e put in bon⸗ 
dage, almightie God ſent downe to the 
earth his ſon to redeme vs, acco2ding 
to S. Iohi the Euangliſt ſaping : Deus 
dilexit mundum vt filum ſuum vnigeni- 
tum daret pro mundo. God loueth the 
woꝛld ſo well that he would giue his 
onely ſon fo2 the ſaluation of the woꝛld. 
Alſo thts Focus lent 1i.d.to his ſonne, that 
is to ſap, enerp chꝛiſtian man ought to 
lend to $ſon of god our loꝛd Chꝛiſt Jeſu 
god firme faith & fruitfull god works g 
deeds in our life, and he will repay vs a 
gaine at py dap of dome with his heauens 
lp merty, when ſoule æ bodp ſhalbe gloꝛi⸗ 
fied, 4 in that her is our bꝛother, it may 
well bee pꝛoued by p text of Fay. ſaying 
thus. Puer natus eſt nobis, &c. A child is 
boꝛne to vs. This Focus loſt 11.d. on his 
wife. This wile betokeneth the fleſh, vos 
whom thou loſt ii. d. p is to ſap, vnlawfull 
loue and conſent to ſin, foꝛ wh, the fich 
is contrarp to the ſpirit, æ euer is ready 
to harme This Focus alſo ſpent ii. d. on 
himſelfe, 5 is to ſap, by the firſt penny pe 
ſhall vnderſtand penance done, in which 
the my greatly delighteth in heauen, 
and. 


The Hiſtorie 

and there is gloꝛiſied. And by the fecond 
peny we ought to vnderſfand the ſtead⸗ 
faſt perſeyerance in amendment of lpfe, 
fo2 he that abideth vnte the end,ſhall be 
ſaued. And who that ſpendeth well theſe 
two pens, ſhall obtaine euerlaſting lyfe. 
Unto the which bzing vs our Lozd Je⸗ 
ſu . Amen. 5 


The Argument. 


Man being blinde through Ga. & either by 
inlirmitid of fraile flelb, ot ſugg eſtion, 
treſpalsimg with euill and lewd compa- 
ny, though god of his mercy bee fauou- 

rable vnto him in his life time by reſon 
of the foreſaid reſpects, et it he accuſ- 
tomably walke himſclfe in the drincke 
of tlus worldly wickedneſſe, his wiltull 
blindeneſſe ſnal ther not excuſe him but 
accuſe him in the day of iudgemẽt moſt 
grieuouſly to haue offeded God in a- 
buſing his mercy offered and therfore 
leaſt wotthy to haue the N of the 
ſimple ſoule, that repentantly, yea with 

. modeſtie, liueth toward the fruition of 


everlaging bliſle. oo} orc 
The 
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The 1; Hiſtory. 


JEmperour which among all other 

bertues loued beſt mercy, where- 
fs2e he o2dained a law that every blind 
man ſhould haue an hundzed ſhillinges 
by the pere of his treaſure. It befell on 
a dap that there came tertaine men to 


a Tauerne to dꝛincke Wine, and after 
that theſe men had ſitten in the tauerne 


thꝛer dates, the fourth day they were 


greatly in the tauerners debt, and had 
no money to pap fo2 their wine, where⸗ 


foꝛe the tauerner tame to them aud char⸗ 


ged them that they ſhould not voide til! 


they had payed fo2 they2 wine. Then 
ſaid one of the dꝛinkers to his fellowes. 
Sirs quod hie, themperour hath made 
ſuch a law, that enerp blinde man ſhall 


haue an hundꝛed ſhillinges of his trea⸗ 


fure, therefoꝛe let vs calf lottes among 

a whom the lot falleth, let his. 
eyes be put out, and ſo map he goe to the 
Emperours pallaies and gette an hun⸗ 
2ed 9 


\ 


\Ometime'i in Rome dwelled a noble 
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And this greatly reiopſed them, & rayde \ 
that the tounſell was right god, where- 
foze they caſt lotes among them and the 
lot fell on him that gaue the counſgile, 
and than his fellowes fozthwith put out 
his eien. And when her was blinde, hee 
went to the Emperours pallaice, c aſked 
of the ſteward an hundꝛed ſhillings, ac- 
co2ding to the Emperourslaw. 
Dare friend ſaid. the ſteward, thon 
mighteſt ſc with both thine eyes peſter⸗ 
dap, and thou alſo vnderſtandeſt the law 
amis, ſoꝛ the law is made fo2 men that 
are blinde thzough infirmities, 02 by 
the will of God, z yeſterday thou hadſt 
thy fight in the Tauerne, but wilfully- 
thon haſt loſt thine eine thereloꝛe goe to 
the tauerne againe to thy fellowes & diſ- 
charge there that thou obweſt,  fo2 hare 
getteſt thou not a farthing, Then went 
this wꝛetched man fo2th and tolde his 
fellowes of the ſtewards anſ were, and 
with that came in the tauerner and diſ⸗ 
poyled them of all their clothes, and beat 
them, and thus dꝛoue them with ſhame 
out of the citie,and lo were they neuer 
ene there after. 
The. / 
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Derc friends this Emperour is our 
ſauiour Chꝛiſt, which ozdapned foꝛ a 
law that everp blinde man ſhould haue 
an hundꝛed ſhillings of his treaſure: 
This blinde man betokeneth enery ſins 
ner, which ſinneth th:ongh infirmitpes, 
oꝛ entiſing of the diuell, the wozld,and 
the fleſh, which ſhal: receiue an hundzed 
Gillings.tf he be inwardly repentant ok 
his ſinnes, that is to ſap, he ſhall haue 
an hundzed times moꝛe top, acco2ding 
to ſcriptare,ſaping thus, Ceptuplum ace 
cipites & vitam eternam polidebitis. Pee 
ſhall receiue an hundꝛed times moꝛe iop, 
il pee bee repentant and turne from ſin, 
and alſo pœ ſhall haue cuerlaſting life, 
Theſe men that tame to the Tauerne 
to dzinke wine, bee ſinners, which ofs 
ten times come to the Tanerne of our 
aduerſarp the diuell and dꝛincke of his 
carnall appetites, that is to ſep, thep 
there conſume and waſt awap all hoſt 
ly vertues, which they recciued when 
they recepued "T_ ſatramentof baptiſme, 
| La { — 4 
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wherefo2e the dinell our enimie diſpop- 
Icth them and maketh them to loſe all. 
their god deeds that ever they wzought 
befo2e they caſt lois,that is to ſap, they 
caſt among them the cuſtome of ſinne, 
and this lot of ſinne falleth on ſurh as 
are woꝛſhipfull and without mercy, and 
ſich a man wilfully becommeth blinde, 
that is to ſap, he becommeth wilfuily a 
fonle ſinner like ludas, that betraied our 
jozd without any ſuggeſtion oꝛ entiſing, 
and therefoꝛe ſuch men ſinne moꝛe grie⸗ 
uouſiv when they came beloꝛe the ſte⸗ 
ard that is fo ſay, befoꝛe the pꝛetates of _ 
the church, they map not lightly obtaine 
the iopes of heauen, foꝛ why they be not 
in the right way to leaue their ſinne. 
Therefoꝛe ſtudp wee withall our dili⸗ 
gente, fo pleaſe God, that we may ob⸗ 
faine euer laſting life: which is laid vp 
in ſloꝛe fo2 all thoſe that line modcſlie, 
lching fo? the eternall ſaluation. Un⸗ 
to the which bing vs our Lo2d * 
zilt⸗ Amen. 
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q A certaine Initiat yow of loue be- 
ing made beetweene the ſoule ofe- - 
uery faithful Chriſtian & the daugh. | 
ter - leſuveternall life, wee haue to 
conſider the merciful] and gracious 
coucnant of god towards the fayeh- 
full and carcfull of his coucnant,and 
their owns vow was {tudic to bee 
- furniſhed with all diume vertues, ſo 
as they are the prefixed day of pro- 
miſe Inlefled „ Which Gal 158 
wiſely purchaſe the prouided place 
of euerlaſting glory, for all them that 
ſeeke the glorie of God and or f 
foules health, : | 


35 
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N Rome dwelled ſometime a mightie 
Empero2 named Pilomius, which had 
onely a daughter, a damoſclt, faire'4 gra- 
cious in the ſight of euerp man, which 
had fo name Aglaes. There was alſo in 
theEmperours pallaite a gentle Knight 
that 94 this lady aboue all things in 

the wozld. It biefell after vpon a day 


F. iii. that 


\ 
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that this knight talked with this Ladle 


and vttered in ſecret wiſe his defire to 


hir. Then ſaid ſhe courteouſlp, ſith ye 
haue vttered to mee the pꝛiuitie of pour 


heart, J ſhall in like wiſe fo2 pour lone 
vtter to pon the ſecrets of mine heart 

and trnely J ſay that aboue all other 4 
lone pon beſt, 


Then ſaide the knight, 7 purpoſe to 


bifit the holie Land, and therefoze glue 
mee pour tronth;that this vit.peres pee 
ſhall take no other man, but onelp fo2 
my lone to forrie fo2 me ſo long, and if 
I come not againe by this day vii. peer, 
take then what man ve lpke beſt. And in 
like wile J ſhall pꝛomiſe pon that with- 
in this ſeauen ptere J ſhall take no wife, 
Then lapde ſher, this touenant pleaſeth 
mee well: When this was ſayd, each of 


them betrothed other, x then this Knight 


foke his leaue of this Ladie and went 
fweth to the holie Land. Anone after 
that the Emperoor treated with the 
Ring of Hungary fo2 the marriage of 


his Daughter. Then came the King to 


Hungary to the Emperours pallaice of 
lie his daughter, and when hie had ſcene 
* 


\| 


— 
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tie and hir godneſſe, ſo that the Empe- 
rour and the Ring were actoꝛded in all 
things as touching the marriage, ppon 
the condition that the Damoſell would 
tonſent. Then called the Emperour the 
pong Lady to him and fayd.O mp faire 


daughter, J haue pꝛouided foz thee that 


a King ſhall bee thy hul band, ik thee liſt 
to conſent, therefoꝛe tell mee what ann⸗ 
(were thou wilt giue to this. 

Then ſaide ſhe to hir father, it plea⸗ 
ſeth mee well, but of one thing deere fa- 
ther J pou befeech,if it might pleaſe von 
to graunt mee fo2 the lone of God, J 
hane anowed mp chaſtity onelp to God 


oz this vii.yere- therefoze deere father, 


J beſech pou fo? all the lone that is bee- 
tweene pour grafions Fatherhode and 
mee, p pee name no man to bee mp hul⸗ 
band fill this vii. peere bee ended, x then 
I ſhall bee ready in all thinges to fulfil! 


pour will. Then ſayd the Emperour, 
 fithitis fo that thou wilt no huſband 


haue this ſeauen pecre,J will not break 

thy vow, but when theſe ſeauen peeres 
ce 3 thon ſhalt haue the King of 

F. ii. Hun- 
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Hungary fo thy huſband, _ 
And then the Cmperour ent fo2th his 
Wetters to the king of Hungary, pꝛaping 
| him if it might pleaſe him to abide vii. 
pere foꝛ the lone of his daughter, then 
ſhould hee ſped of his intent with⸗ out 
faile. Yerreof the king was pleaſed, and 
graunted to abide the pzonnſed day. 
And when theſe vii.peeres were ended 
laut a day, the young Lady ſfwd in hir 
chamber window and wept ſoꝛe, ſaping 
+ thus. Woe and alas, as to mozow my 
lone pꝛomiſed to bee with me agoine fro 
the holy land, x alſo the king of Hungary 
to mozrow will be heere fo2 to marrie 
mee, acco2ding to my fathers pꝛomiſe, 8 
il mp lone tome not at a certaine houre, 
thẽ am J vtterlie decetned of the inward 
lone of him. | 
When the day tame the king arayed { . 
him towardes the Emperour with a 
greaz company to marry his daughter, 
and was ropally bee ſxene and araied in 
b purple. And while the king was riding 
on his way, there came a knight ſodain⸗ 
lp riding by him, to whom 158 ſapde 


thus. 
Dare 


\l 


the King, thou To meruaplouſly , 
\ ; ; 'Þ x | 
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Deere friend whence art thou, and 


whente commeſt thou. The knight aun⸗ 
ſwered and ſaid, J am of the Empire of 
Rome, and now am come late from the 
holy land and am ready to doe pour ſer⸗ 


nice ſuch as J can. And as they rode 
talking by the wap, it bergan to rapne 
ſo faſt, that all the Rings appareil was 


almoſt ſpopled. Then ſapde the Knight. 


Mp loꝛd, quod he, pe haue done fliſhly, 
fo2 as much as pe bꝛought not with you 
pour houſe . Then ſapde the king why 
ſpeakeſt thou ſo, my houſe is large and 
bꝛoad t᷑ made of ſfones and mozter, how 
ſhould J the beare with me wp houle , 

thou ſpeakeſt to mes lpke a lle When 


this was ſaid, they rode farther till they 
came to a great water and a derpe, the 


Bing ſmote {1s hozſe with his ſpurres 
and leapt into the Water , ſo that hee 
was almoft dzowned. When the knight 
ſaw this, æ was ouer on that other ſide 
of the water without perill, hee ſapde to 
the Bing Pee were in perill, and there⸗ 
foꝛe ye dyd foliſhly becauſe pee bꝛought 
not with y on pour bꝛidge. Then ſaide 


my 
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mp bꝛidge is made of lime 4 ffone, and 
confaineth in quanfity moꝛe then halfe 
a mile, how ſhould J then beare with me 
my Bzidge, therefoꝛe thou ſpeakeſt ſu⸗ 
lichly. Well ſayde the knight, my foliſh⸗ 
nelle may turne thee to wil dome. 
When the knight had ridden a little far- 
ther, hee aſked the knight what time of 
the day it was. Then ſayd the Knight if 
any man haue liſt to eate, it is time of 
the dap to eate, © therefoze mp reuerent 
Lo2d J pꝛap pou to fake a modicome 
with mee, fo2 that is no diſwo2thip fs 
vou, but great honour to me,befo:e the 
ſtates of this Empy2e. Then ſapde the 
Bing, J will gladly eate with ther. They 
fat both downe in a vine garden, and 
all that were with the King and with 
the knight dined And when dinner was 
done, and that the Ring had waſhed,the 
knight ſaide to the King. My Loꝛd quod 
he. pe haue done foliſhly, foꝛ that ye lead 
not with vou pour father and pour mo⸗ 
ther. Then ſapd the Ring, what ſapeſt 
thon, my father is dead, and my mo⸗ 
ther is old, and may not trauaple, how 
ſhould 3 then baing- them with 9 
there 
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therefoze to the I ſay the truth, a foliſher 
man then thou art ſaw J neuer. 
Then ſaid the knight, euery work is 
prayſed at the ende. When the Knight 
had ridden a little farther , and was ny 
hand to the Emperours Pallaice, the 
knight aſked leane to goe from him, foꝛ 
this canſe , her knew a nerer way to 
the Pallaice to the pong Lady, that hee 
might come firſt and lead hir with him. 
Then ſaide the Bing, J p2ay the fir tell 
me by what place purpoſeſt thon to ride. 
Then ſaide the Unight A ſhall tell vou 
truth, this day ſeauen pere J left a net 
in a place, and now a purpoſe to viſit it 
and dꝛaw it to me, and if it bee bꝛoken 
J will leaue it, and if it bee whole then 
will J take it to mee, and keepe it as a 
pꝛecious Jewell, and when he had ſapde 
what him lift, bee toke his leaue of the 
Bing and rode fo2th,and the King kept 
the bꝛoad high way. Mhen the Em⸗ 
perour heard ok the kings comming, he 
went towardes him with a great com⸗ 
panv, and ropally receiued him, caufing 
him to ſhilt his wet clothes and attyze 
him againe with new clothes, 


And 
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And when the Emperour and the Ning 
were fet to meate, "the Emperour web 
eommed him with all the here t ſotace 
that her could. And when they had dyned 
the Empero? aſked tidings of the King. 
Py Lo2d ſapd: be, I ſhall tell yon what 
J heard this dap by the way. There 
came a Knight to me x reuerently ſalu⸗ 
ted mer, t anone after there came a great 
raigne, which greatly ſpoyled my appa⸗ 
rell, and anone the knight ſapde, fir thor 
haſt done foliſhly, foꝛ ſo much as thou 
hꝛoughteſt not with ther thy Houſe. Then 
laid the Emperoꝛ, What clothing had the 
knight on him. A cloake quod the King. 
Chen ſapd the Emperog, foꝛſoth y was 


was a cloake, x therefo2e he laid to von 
that ye dyd foliſhly bercauſe pe came 
with- out your cloake , fo if vou had 
dꝛought with you a cloake, then had not 
pour eloathes bene ſpopled with rapne. 
Then ſayd the Ring, when we had rid⸗ 
den a little farther, wer came to a deepe 
water, J ſmote my hoꝛſe with my ſpurs 


and al⸗ moſt J was dꝛowned, and her 
ode on the other ſide. of the 1 | 
nd 


& wiſe man, fs2 p houſe wherof her ſpake 


and ſaive: This day bii.ye&re J left a 
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found no perill, and then ſaid he fo me, 
pee haue done foliſhly, fa: ſo much that 
pte led not with pon pour bꝛidge. Foꝛ⸗ 
- ſoth ſaid themperour her ſaid truth, fo2 
hee called the L2idge your ſquires, that 
ſhould haue ridden befoze pou and aſſai- 
ed the deepenes ol the water. Then ſayd 
the King, we rode farther, and at the 
laſt he pzated mee to dine with him, and 
when wee had dined heſaid,J did vn⸗ 
wiſely, fo2 J ledde not with mer my fa⸗ 
ther and my mother. Sothly ſapde the 
Emperour he was a wife man and ſaid 
truth, foꝛ hee called your father and mo⸗ 
ther bꝛead and wine, and other vicuals. 
Then ſaid the King we rode farther and 
anone after he aſked mee leane to goe 
from me, and J aſked dilligently whes 
ther hee went. And he anſwered agayne 


Nette in a pꝛiuie plate, and now J will 
ride to viſite it, and if it bee bzoken 03 
toꝛne, then will J leaue it, and if it bee 
as J left it, then ſhall it bee to mer right 
p2ecions, and J ſhall beare it with me. 
When the Emperour heard this, hee 
cryed with a loude voice and ſaide: O 
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pre my knights and my ſeruants tome 
vc with me ſpedilp bnto my daughters 
chamber, fo2 ſwihip that is the nette 


wherofthe knight ſpake. And anone his 


knights and his ſeruants went vnto his 
daughters chamber and found hir not, 


the afozeſaid knight had faken hir with 


him. And thus the King was deceyued 
of the damoſell And hee went home a- 


Laine into his owne country aſhamed, 
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were friends this Emperour is gur 
102d Jeſu Chꝛiſt and this faire daugh- 


ter is euerlaſling life, the which the Em⸗ 


perour had oꝛdained fo! kings, knights, 
and other men. The Knight that lo⸗ 
ved this young Ladp, is every go chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian ſoule, w which holdeth himſelfe, not 


woꝛthy to come inthe ſaht of Cod, vn⸗ 
to ſuch:iop as the Apoſile ſaich,Non ett 


condigne paſſionis huius temporis ad fi tu- 
ramgforis They be not ſo woꝛthy of fuf- 
fering this time to attaine Into the gloꝛie 
that 


4 
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that is to tome. This Knight was vii. 
peres abſent from his lone, like as a 
god Chiiltian man all the daies of his 
life ſhould labour and trauaile in ful⸗ 
filling the vi wozkes of mercy, By the 
King that came without a cloake in the 
raine, is to vnderſtand ſome mightie 
men of this wozld as that haue clokes 
to coner all their other clothes. By this 
cloake is vnderſfod charitie, ag the Apo⸗ 
ffle ſapth. Charitas cooperit multitudi- 
nem peccatorum. Charitie touereth the 
multitude of ſinnes. But many men 
haue not this eloake, wherefoze they ber 
wet in the rapne of pꝛide, auarite, and 
lecherp. 

This Ring allo was almoſt downed. 
becaule he lacked his bꝛidge, that is to 
lap, perfect faith. Fo2 wee lee daily that 
there may no man palle ouer & great 
mater, bꝛoad 4 depe without a budge, 
N ſame other thing that is able fo beare 
him. Right ſo without faith it is im⸗ 
poſſible to pleaſe God. And thus may 

no man ber ſaned without faith, when 
they ſet their life in woꝛldly top 02 woꝛld⸗ 
ly ws moꝛe then in the help of God, 
. which 


0 — 


. 
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which is mighty to doe all bun bir * 
foze he ſaith himlelſe thus. Si habucritis 
fide ſicut granum ſinapis poteritis, &c. 4 
per haue faith as a graine of muſterd, 
then map pe ſap to the his remoue out 
of pour places, and they ſhall remoue. 
But many of vs now a dates hath ouer 
feeble” faith, and therefoze they ſhall ſo- 
dainelp fall in the clap-of deſparation, 
by deadly ſinne oftentimes they offend * 
God. Alſo this King hadde not bꝛought 
with him his father and hir mother, By _ - 
MY the father which is cauſe of generation 
is fo bnderſtad humility, without whom 
there is no vertue in any man, And 
_ thereto acco2deth Saint Gregory, ſap⸗ 
ing thus. Si quis ceteris vertutes ſine hu- 
militate congregat, &c. Yee that gathe- 
reth all other vertues without humili⸗ 
tie is like a man that caſteth duſt into 
the wind His mother betokeneth hope, 
therefoꝛe he that will obtaine euerlaſt⸗ 
ing life, him behoueth to haue the 
 rloake of charity, he bꝛidge of Faith, a 
Father of mekeneffe;and a mother of 
hope, as the Apoſtle ſapth. Spe ſolui -_ 
facti ſumus. Allo this Knight went the 
ſtraight 


f 
j 


way. Foz hee that will ber ſaued,it beho- 


\ 


W "Or" 
fraight path way e the king the bzoad 


neth him to goe a ffrait wap, that is to 
ſap, the wap of faſfing, almes d&edes, 
chaſtitie and repentance. Of the which 
way ſpeaketh the Apoſtle, Stricta eſt via 
que ducit ad vitam eternam. The wap is 
ſtraight that leadeth to euerlaſting Iyfe, 
But many men goey other way which 


leadeth to hell. that is to lay, by the wap 


offieſhlp luſt, t ſuch men bene gone out 
ofthe way of euerlaſting life, but ſuch 
men be deceined thꝛough pd wap. Ther⸗ 
ſoꝛe ſtudy we to walke that wap,wher 
by we may obtaine euerlaſting life. 


The Argument. 


q By this Hiſtory is figured as nene 
in the morall, the ſoule of euery good 
Chriſtian to him holden as his daugh - 
ter. But beeing ſeduced, carryed Way, 
and defiled by ſathan our fowle eni- 
my, ſhee 15 raking by the helpe and 
valiant powers of our heauenly chame 
pion Chriſt Jeſus vnto his former ha- 

G. lr. 
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tion · Tet man beeing vngrate fall to li 
redeemer forgetteth| his duetie, and for 
good, rewarding euill to his champion 
Chriſt Ieſus delmerine him to be iud- 
ged by the law as an offender, but when 
the champion auoucheth what he hath 
done for man and his foule,thanis hee 
with ſhame of his ingratitude conſtria- 
ned to haue remorſe & call for grace 
to repent & amend his life, by the death 

E paſſion of this champion Chriſt poſ- 

{eſfech life of euerlaſting wy & liſte, 
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Ometime dwelled in Rome a no⸗ 
Ju Emperour named Agias, which 
had retapning vnto him! a Knight 
called Gerard, which was a woꝛthy 
warrio2,neuertheleſſe her mas as merke 
as a Lambe in the Emperours court, 

but m the field he was likea Lion. 
This Emperour had a faire daughter, 
whom the ſtrong and mightie Earle 
of Palaſter carryed perfozs away and 
defiled | 
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defiled, nenertheleſſe-it diſpleaſed mo2e 
themperour the defiling of his daughter 
than the carrying of hir awap. where- 
foe he called vnto him his counſaile 
and ſatd. Deere friendes it is not vn⸗ 
knowen to pou the deſpyte and violence 
done to mee in deflow2ingof my daugh⸗ 
ter, and therefoꝛe J purpoſe to gine bat⸗ 
taile to the Earle, uw herefoze J pꝛay vou 
fo be ready at a dap, that ye map pꝛo⸗ 
cede with mee in battaile. And they 
ſapde, Loꝛde wee bee ready to line and 
dye with pou in battaile. 

When the appointed dap of battaple 
came, thep met on both ſides, and a cru- 
ell ſharp conflice was p2oſecuted on both 
ſides,and all that were of themperours 
part were ſlaine. And as the Emperour, 
himſelfe ſhould haue bene foꝛceably al⸗ 
ſapled, the Knight Gerard put himlelfe 
among his enimies befo2e the emperour, 
and fonght manfully,and ſo the Empe⸗ 


rour eſcaped, and the knight aboad and 
ſiew the earle, neucrtheleſſe this knight 
had divers wounds: This notwithſtan⸗ 
ding he aboad ſtill till the blod ranne 
downe to his fte. 


G. ii. And | 
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And when his enimies ſaw that the 
Carle was flame, they fledde, and the 
Knight with his people followed on the 
chate till H& came to the place where 
the Emperours daughter was, and led 
hir with him. And thus with triumph 
and victozp hee returned againe to them⸗ 
perour. Fo2 the which 'victozp and re⸗ 
obtfapning of themperours daughter her 
was greatly pꝛaiſed of all people. 
Not long alter it beefell that this knight 
had a ſute to moue themperours court, 
wheref92e the knight came vnto them- 
perour and pꝛaped him mekelp fo ber 
fauourable in his cauſe, and furthermoꝛe 
he pꝛaied htm to doe the reaſon touching 
his honeſt demand. 

When Themperour had heard him 
he called to him a iuſtice and ſaid. Sir 
Juſtice our will is, that you perfo2me 
all equitie, vnto this Knight, and that 
that the law will. And when the knight 
heard this, he erved with a loude vopce, 
Alas, Alas, who heard euer ſuch a thing 
of an Emperour, thou wert ſaide hee in 
battaile, where thy head ſhould haue 


bene ſmitten off, and J in mine owne 
perſons { 


43 
perſon and: ee man put my ſeiſe 
in teopardy fo2 ther, and laued thee, and 
nom thou halt aſſigned an other man 
to bee Judge in my tauſe, alas that euer 
thou wert bone. And with that wazd 
the knight put of all his clothes e ſhetw- 
ed his wounds that he had receined in 
the battell, vnto all the men that were 
there pꝛelent, and ſapd. Lo, what J haue 
fuffered for ther, Oh Emperour, and J 
put none other man in my ſtead, now 
thonaſſigneſfan other man in my cauſe. 
Fo2loth J fay to the; that J neuer fer- 
ned luch a Lo2d befo2e. 
When the Emperour heard this, being 
almoſt confounded in himſelle, ſaid thus. 
O Deere friend all that thou fapeſt is 
trouth, thou ſauedſt mer from death, 
thou diddeſt reobtayne mp daughter a⸗ 
gaine, 4 foz my ſake thou hall ſuffered 
many wounds. Forſwth it is right that 
A in my owne perſon come dotone and 
make an end of thy cauſe, luch as map 
be honour and top to thee. 
And then the — laboured buſity 
in this matter, and made thereof an 
ende accazding to the * entent, 
: G. ili. "ww 
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wherefoꝛe all men greatly commended 
the Emperour. KOT 145 £13 
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Deere friends this Emperour map be 
called euery Chriſtian man, oꝛ elſe all 
mankinde, which had a faire daughter, 
that is to ſay, the ſoule made to the ſis 
militude of God. This Carle betoke⸗ 
neth the dinell, which carrpeth away 
and deflow2eth by ſin the ſoule of man 
though cating of. the fruite of the tree 
knowing god and euill, wherefoe all 
mankinde was in th? aldome,tilaſfrong 
and valiaunt knight came and put him 
ſelfe on the Croſſe to ſuffer death, as a 
redermer of mankinde from the diuell. 
Foz if that had not bene, we had all 
bene partakers of thꝛaldome euerla⸗ 
ſtingly, and this Knight reduced and 
reobtained the Soule of man vnto the 
Church, Wherefo2e hee ſuffered many 
great woũds in his body. And now this 
© Knight, that is to ſap , our Lo2d Jeſu 
Chult hath a matter to do among vs, 
that is to lap, to finde in vs perfect 
Ipfe, whereſoze be calleth on vs _— 

| that 
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tat we chonld be ready at all times, ſay⸗ 
ing thus in the Apacalipſe. fi. Eeceffo ab 
hoſtium & pulſo: ſi quis mihi aparuerit 
mtroibo & cambo. That is to ſap. Lae 
I ſtand and knorke at the doꝛe, if any 
man will open to me J hall come in and 
ſup with him. Wut manp men doe as 
the Emperour dyd, the which appoyn⸗ 
ted the knight an other Judge then him 
ſelfe:; But now a dapes there bee fome 
nen that will doe ns repentance fox 
the tone of him, which aſſigned no mars 
but himlelfe to fight, fo2 vs. And there⸗ 
foe againſt vnthankfull perſons it ſhall 
der ſapde thus. Loe hee ſuffered fox vs 
on the Croſſe , deſpoyled of all His clo» 
thing, and ſhoweth-to: bs all his wollds 
that hee ſaffered foz vs. 

Be we thereſoꝛ ethankfullbnto Gag 
fo his graces that wee may ſuffer: foz 
hig:lone ſome ſo2owfull repentaunce. 
Fo hee that ſaffereth paine fo2 the lone 
of God in his life, ſhall receine-an hun⸗ 
dꝛed times moꝛe reward in the tyfe e⸗ 
nerlafting, and allo her ſhall obtame £5 
nertaſfing life: vnto the which our Load 
| Jeſus bing all mankinde. Amen. 
G. iii. The 
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Thie Argument. 


T The ſoule of man is heere nne to 
eſchew the pleaſant baits and ſubtill 
craft of the diuell, that ſhee yeelde 
not to his aHurenent:leaſt ſhee bee 
ouercome of him, and hee get the 
vantage of this mortall courſe from 
hir, and bereaue hir of the 1 loyes in 


the lyfe to come. 
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Here dwelt fome times in | Rome 
T. mightie Emperour named 

Pompey, which hadde a fapze 
Daughter called Aglas. This Daughter 
had many vertues aboue all other We 
men of that Empire, 

Firſt, ſhee was faire and rations in 
the ſight of encry man. Sher was alſo 
ſwiff in running, that no man might 
ouertake hir by a great ſpace. Whe the 
en — theſe two ver ⸗ 

tues 
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tues in his daughter, her was right ioy⸗ 
full, wherefoze hee made to pꝛoclaime 
thꝛoughout all his Emppꝛe, that what 
man poꝛe oz rich wonld runne with 
his Daughter ſhould haue hir to wyfe 
with great riches, if he might ouer⸗ 
runne hir and come ſoner to the marke 
then ſhez and if thee over ranne him and 
tome ſoner to the marke then her, his 
head ſhould: be ſmitten off. 
When the ſtates of the Empire, ag 
Dukes, Carles, Barrons and Knigkts 
heard this cry, they offered them ſelues 
one after an other to runne with hir. 
but euer this young Lady ouer ranne 
them all, wherfoꝛe they loft theyꝛ heads 
acco2ding to the law. That time there 
was a poꝛe manne dwelling in Nome, 
which thought with in himſelſe J am 
a pw2e man and come of poꝛe kinred , 
there is made a common cry, that what 
man fo euer might oner runne the Em⸗ 
perours daughter by any wyfe , ſhould 
bee pꝛomoted to great honour and richs 
es, therefoze if I might ouer tome hir 
by any maner wap, J ſhould not oneip 
bie pꝛomoted to great honour but alſo 
G. v. all 
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all mp kinred. This pwꝛe man pꝛoui⸗ 
ded himſelfe of thꝛer Jewells, whereby 
hee might winne hir. Firſt, hee made a 
gartand of red Rofes and of white. 
Secondly,he made a faire girdle of fil 
cunningly wꝛought. Thirdly he made 
a Purſle of ſilke imbꝛodered with pꝛeti⸗ 
dus ffones , and within the purſſe was 
a ball of thi? contours, and vpon this 
purlſe was w2ought this Poſep, Who 
playeth with mee, thall neuer bee wearie 
of my play, 

Then put he theſe th: things | in his 
doſome, and went foath to the Pallaice 
gate crying and ſaping Come foꝛth faire 
Ladie come fœozth, foꝛ J am readie to 
runne with pou, and fulfin the law.-in 
alt things, 

When the Emperour heard this, he 
tommaunded his daughter to run with 
him. This vong Lady went to hir cham⸗ 
ber window, F when ſhee ſaw him, cher 
defpiſed him and laid. J haue ouercome 
manp woꝛthy knights, and now muſt 
run with a cho2le, neuertheleſſe J ſhall 
alfill my fathers commandement. 

Anone the damolell arapde hir fo2 fo 
runne 


5 ad 
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runne with him. And at the laſt they ran 
together, and within ſhoꝛt ſpace the das 
moſell went far afoze him. 

When this Jugler ſaw this, he thiew 
foꝛth the garland of flowers beefoze hir. 
And when the damſell beheld and ſaw 
that,ſhee ſtouped downe and tohke it vp, 
and ſet it vpon hir head and that while 
the Jugler went afo2e hir. And when 
this poung damoſell ſaw this,ſhe wept 
foze, and fo2 ſozrow (hee thzew the gar⸗ 
land in a ditch and ranne after him dili- 
gently.and at the laſt ſhee onertoke him, 
and lift vp hir right hand and gaue him 
a buffet, ſaping to him thus: Abide thou 
wꝛetch, it beeſemeth not thy Fathers 
ſonne to haue mee to his wyfe. And this 
poung Lady went beefoꝛe him a great 
ſpace . And when the Jugler ſaw this, 
hee toke the girdle out of his boſome x 
thꝛew it beefo2e hir And when ſhee ſaw 
that, lightly ſhe ſtouped downe and toke 
it vp, and anone gyꝛded hir thercwith 
and then the Jugler went againe befoꝛe 
hir. | 
And when che ſaw that. ſhe made great 
| lamentation, and toke the girdle with 


hir 
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dir teth and tare it in thaw peces, and \ 
than thzew it from hir, and than ſhe: 
ran faſt after him and at the laſt oner 
toke him, and thanſh& take vp hir hand 
and gaue him a great blow,ſaping theſe 
woꝛds. O wetch, thinkeſt thou to ouer- 
come mer, and with that ſhe ran befoze 
him a great ſpace. The Jugler was ſipe 
and ſubtill, and aboad till that ſhe was 
almoſt at the marke, and then her thꝛew 
*v2th befoꝛe hir the Purſſe,and when ſhe 
law the Purſſe, anone ſhee ſfonped 
dobone and toke it bp,and opened it, and 

found the ball, and red the Poſey. Who 

playeth with mee, ſhall neuer be weary of 
my play. And then began ſhe ta play, and 
0 hn hee continued in playing tikthat 
the Jugler was befoꝛe hir at the marke. 
And thus hee wonne the Emprrours 
daughter. et 
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Deere friends this @mperour is our 
Sauiour Chal, and his fapꝛe daugh⸗ 
ter is mans Soule, which was made 
eleane with the water of regeneration | 
22 
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baptiſme,and was alſo ſwift in run⸗ 
Ning, that is to ſay, in vertne, while 
that the is in cieannelle, ſo that no dead» 
ly ſinne might overcome hir. 

This Jugler that is ol ſo ſubtill and 
traftie lining is the diuell, ſhe which 
ſtudieth day and night to deceiue inno⸗ 
cents. 

Ye pꝛouideth him of the thimges, 
Feirſt of the garland which betokeneth 
pur, by this reafon,to2 why a garland 
of flow2es is not ſet bpon the arme noꝛ 
bpon the fote, but vpon the head, that 
it map bee ſcene. Night fo pꝛide would 
be ſcrne, againſt pꝛoude men ſpeaketh 
faint Auguſtine ſaping thus. 
Quemqunque luperbum videris, filium 
diaboli dici non dubites, That is to ſap, 
What pꝛoude man that thou maiſt ſee, 
doubt pe not to call him the ſonne of 
the diuell. 

Doe thou therefoze as the maiden dvd, 
bewayle thy ſinnes and take of the gar⸗ 
land ok pꝛide and calf it into the ditch of 
harty repentaunce, and fo ſhalt thon 
giue the dinell a great bullet and ouer⸗ 
come him. beet 

But 
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But when this Jugler, that is fo ſape, 
our ghoſtly enimie the dinell ſerth him⸗ 
ſelfe ouercome in one ſinne, then he re⸗ 
furneth 4 tempteth a man in an other 
ſinne, and caſteth befoꝛe man the girdle 
of lecherp. 
But alas there be very many gpꝛt 
with the gyꝛdell of lechery, ol the which 
girdle ſpeaketh ſaint Gregory ſaping 
thus. Gyrde wee our loynes with the 
gyrdle of Chaſtitie, for whoſocuer is girt 


I this girdle {ſhall not leeſe the come 


of life. e 
Then caſteth the Jugler fw2th (that 
is to ſap, the diuell) the purſſe with the 
Ball. The purſſe that is open aboue 
and loſe under, betokeneth the hart, 
which euermoꝛe ſhould be cloſe in the 
bottome againſt earthly things, 4 open 
aboue to heauenlp iop, the two ſtrings 
that openeth and ſhitteth the purſe, ber⸗ 
tokeneth the lone of God t ol our neigh⸗ 
bours. The bal which is round + monea- 
ble to euerp part of his difference, beto⸗ 
keneth toustiſe, which moueth euer both 
in young and in old, e therfoꝛe the poſep 
was god F true x was w2ought on the 
purlle, 


bo 
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puriſe. ho fo playeth with me, ß is to 
ſap, with couetuouſnes ſhall neuer be fas 
{iſfied. Therefoꝛe ſaith Seneca: Cum om- 
nia pectam ſeneſeunt, ſola cupiditas iu- 
ueneſcit. hen that all ſinne ware old, 
than couetiſe all onelp wareth poung. 
Chereloꝛe let vs take herde that we play 
not with this ball of couetouſnes, then 
without doubt we ſhall obtaine x gaine 
the game with the Tennes ball in the 
blifſe of heauen p neuer ſhall haue ende. 
Unto the which bliſſe b2ing vs he that 
ſhed his pꝛecious blood foꝛ vs, Amen. 


The Argument. 

The preaching of Gods word eue ry 
good prayer & practiſe as it is a ſounding 
melody in the eares of God, and hath a 
time of felicitye for the delectation of 
mars minde, yet there is now and then 
ſtirred vppe fome one or other ſiniſter 
meanes, by ſathan our whiſtlmg aduerſary 
that the ſame is hindred for a tune till 
the prouidence of God ſend forth godly 
preachers which with the hooke of Gods 
word doe win againe the loſtfelicitie,& fo 
tecouer the fall of ſuch ſoules as were 

ſeduced 


a foꝛreſt, hoe Heard ſo ſweet a noyſe of 
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| feduced into the perpetuall cllowſhi 


of Ang els in heauen. 5 7 
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Omctime in Rome dwelled a migh⸗ 
g tie Emperoar and a wiſe, named 
> Theodolius, Which aboue all other 

thing he loned beſt two thinges, 
namelp, the Puſicke vpon the Warpe, 
and paſtime of huntiug. It beefell after 
vpon a dap as this Emperour hunted in 


harps, that though the ſwefnes thers- 
ohe was almolt rauiſhed os his wittes. 


whercloꝛe he ſought about the foreſt to 


finde that melody, and at the laſt he el 
pped af the ende of the foꝛreſt a poꝛe 
man fitting beeüde a water plaping on 
a harpe fo ſtogtip,that themperourbee- + 
[92e that Bay heard neuer ſo { weete a 
melody. Then laide Themperour, god 
friend, pꝛoccrdeth this melody from thy 
harpe oꝛ ne. The poꝛe man anſwered e 
ſaid. Pp reuerend L02d 4 ſhall tell you 
the trueth. Berlſide this water my wite 
and my childe and J haue dwelled xxr. 
perre 5 
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pere, : God hath ginen mir fach grace, 
that when ſo ener A touch my hatp, J 
make ſo ſweet melody; that the fiſhes 
of this water come ont to mp hand and 
ſo J fake them, wherwith a wife, mp 
childe;and J be ſuſtained daily in great 
plentie. But alas + welawap, on the o⸗ 
therſide of this water there commeth''a 
whiſtler x whiſte leth ſo ſwetly that ma- 
ny times the fiſhes foꝛſake mer and'goe 
to his whiſtling, and therefoze mp reue⸗ 
rend 1 02d J beſeech vou of help againſt 
his hiſſing + whiſfling. Then faid them- 
perour,J ſhall giue thee god help & coun⸗ 
ſaile, J haue here in my purſle a golden 
hoke which J will give the, take thou 
it, and binde it faſt at the end of a rod, 
with ſome moꝛme foꝛ the bait vpon the 
hoke, then caſt thy rod info the wafer 
fozthwith.e ply thy play vpon thy harp, 
# when thou perceiveſt the fiſh to byte 
on the bayte, dꝛaw them vp to the land 
with that hoke, x then his whiſfting | _ 
hiſſing ſhall not anaile. When the poze | 
man heard this he reiopcedhim greatlp 
and did all thing as he had taught him. 
And whe * poꝛe! 11 begun ta he + 
, is 


The Hiſtorie of - ; 
his harp thefiſhes came to the baite and 
than he toke-them vp with his hoke, e 


lined thereby in better eſtate long time, 


and at the laſt ended gractouſlie * lite 
W rell. g 


The Morall. 


＋ This Emperour bertokenelt Jeſu 
Chuſt,which greatlp delighteth to hunt 
the ſoule of mankinde in the foꝛreſt, that 
is the holp church. He loueth alſo the me⸗ 
lody of the harp, that is to ſap, he loueth 
much thoſe$ teach the holy woꝛd of god. 
This poꝛe man that ſate by the water 
ſidebetokeneth the pꝛelates of the church 
and the pꝛeachers of the woꝛd of God, 
Which ought to ſif beſide the wozld.and 
not in the woꝛld, ö is to ſay,they ſhould 
not ſet thepꝛ delight in wozldlp things. 
The pꝛeachers ought to haue the harp 
of holy ſcripture, wherewith they map 
pꝛaiſe and, honour.God,and alſo there- 
with dzawoutofthis woꝛld the ſinners, 
Lherefo:e ſaith the plalmiſt thus. Pꝛaiſe 
pte god on timpanes x ſing ver to him on 
the harp, and the plalter of the . 

u 
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But now a daies the pꝛeacher may ſap 
alas,fo2 when J pꝛeach and teach holy 
ſcripture, the diuell commeth e w hilte- 
leth ſo ſweetly, that the ſinners dzaw to 
him,and willnot heere the wozd of god, 
but they turne themſelues onely to the 
delight of ſinne. The diuell deceiueth alſo 
mankinde by diuers wapes. Firſt in 
time of pꝛeaching her maketh ſome to 
licepe, and them that hee cannot make to 
flepe, he cauſeth them to talke 4 clatter, 
and them that h# cannot make to clat- 
ter, her maketh them fo dull that they 
map not vnderikand what the pꝛeacher 
ſaith, and them that her cannot beeguile 
by theſe meanes, he putteth in them 
baſineſſe, and cauſeth them to goe out 
of the Church. 5 

Loe ſo many waies the diuell hathto 
deceine mankinde, and ta let the woꝛd 
of God. Thereloꝛe every pꝛelate 4 euery 
Pꝛeacher behoueth to haue the golden 
hoke of gods grace againſt this whiſte⸗ 
ling, by the which grace they may dzaw 
finners out of this woꝛld vp to heauen, 
onto the which being vs our Lozd Jez 


ſ us. Amen. 
6 M. ii. The 
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The Argument. 
; Van ſoule the daughter of our LIEN 
©. cur is fo deere vnto fim, that he being 
carefull for the conuerſat ion of hir in 
Pie of ſincere life, is yet ſeducedby the 
tazgellon of the fleſh, which being a 
-grocuous tranlareſſor, is by earneſt r re- 
pentence & aciendment of life enfor- 
ced to bring the ſaid ſoule agame vnto 
dutifulf obeddi jence towards God & man. 
that thence forwards continuing, ſhee 


rm atfaineyntothe ; J0Yes of cuerlaſts 
ing bleſſedueſſe, &c. 
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x Here dwelled ſometime in Rome 
a mightie Emperonr and a wiſe 
named Polemus, -which had no 
chüde ſage onely a daughter, whom hee 
loned ſo much, that day and night hes 
oꝛdapned to haue hir garded with ar⸗ 
med nights. And aboue theſe Knights 
her oꝛdayned a comptrouler well expe⸗ 
riented in euery thing loꝛ ta teach and 
inſtruct them how they ſhould doe. Mer 
_— allo alteward fo2 to guide his 
wo houſehold / 
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honſehold.And when all this Was done, 
on « night as her lay in his bed her bers 
t bim that he would go viſit this 
holy md. And then when all thing was 
ready fo: His tonrnep acco2dnig to his 
pupoe, called vnto him his ffetward 
and fapd.Þy truſty ſeruant 7 purpoſe 
moto to goe- fe the haly land, and there: 
foze J leaue my danghterinthphkeeping,. 
and alſo J charge ther that the kacks no⸗ 
ting, but that thee haue all manner of | 
lope and gladnetle that pertaineth-to a 
birgin.Secondlp,7 leaveinthy/t ping 


Nharps ths # thp tack ene 


warn. Eb laid beward. Gy br W 
in all A map J ſhall fulfill your with. 
When this 6 was fad þ i 
dir tourney foward ð citie af keinſalem, 
and. — — * a long eme kept cock 
Mt. 
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charge eniopned him. But at the laßt it 
befell-vpon a dap that this feward had 
eſpyed this yong Ladie walking alone . 
in an. Dachepard- with whole loud her 
was ſodainlp ſurp2 iled, wherefoꝛe ſtrait⸗ 
wap againſt hir will her deflow2ed hir. 
And when he had committed ſinne with 
hir, her gaue hir ill language and hated 
hir moꝛe alter, then euer her loued hir 
befoze, & dꝛoue hir out of. the pallaice, . 
wherefoze.this. damoſell by. this meanes 
being dayen. te neceſſ tie and great po⸗ 
nerty, went from doze to deze and beg⸗ 
ged hir bꝛead. But when the knights 
that were hir kerpers heard of this, they 
repꝛoued ſhamelully the lleward qf that 
ſinfyll derde. Then the ſteward waxed 
w2oth,and faz great hate that he had in 
his hart, her ſpopled the knights ol their 
gods, and dꝛoue them ſrom the pallaice. 
And when they were thus robbed and 
exiled, ſome foꝛ lack of linings became. 
therues, and ſome mankillers „ which. 
though this incouenicyce they wzought n 
great harme. 0 
Sone after this, there cametidings that . 
= Tmperout was arriued in lar lands 
con 
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comming homeward.And when the ffe- 
ward heard this, hee was greatly trow- 
bled and moned in himlelfe, and thus 
thinking in himſelke, der laid thus, This 
may not bee but needes J ſhaltbee actu⸗ 
ſed foꝛ my trefpaſſe that J haue cen. 
ted againſt themperours cõmandemenf, 
hie is my God and mereikull M bd, ther⸗ 


him with alt honour and Humilitie,and 
aceufe my felfe to him, e alke din mer 
tie, than any other ſhould pꝛeuent met 
+ accuſe me to my Lo2d 51 ß treaſon. 
Then the Steward ſtraight put of all / 
his clothes laue his holen and his ſhirt, 
and twke th2&- ropes with him in his 
right hand, and dare fot went and met 
the Emperour. But when the Emperoꝛ 
had eſpied him comming a far dt in fuch- 
manner, he wondꝛed greatiy And wien 
the ſteward was tome ſo ner? that her 
might ſpeake ts the Emperour, der el 
downe on his knees and ſalut 
nerently. Then faid the Cmperony,what- 
is beefallen'the&that: thou meteſf ma 
after fach a foꝛt/ſoꝛ ſo mach as ſheu art 
my Steward, thou ſhouldeſſ hane met 
Vit. mee- 


foze better it were that 7 goe e-meete | 


d him res 
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mee with a great companie of Knights. 2 
A my L02d,quoth her there is-befallen 
mean heauie caſe,fo2 the which it bee⸗ 
houeth me thus to merte your bighnelle, 
Then ſavd the Emperour, what caſe is 
that, that is befallen ther. Py reuerend 
L.02d,quod he, it behoueth firſt your high 
nelle to aſke of me why J bing with 
mee thele the ropes. The ſaid the Em- 
peroꝛ, mhp beareſt thou theſe thꝛer ropes 
in thy hand. Then anſwered this wo⸗ 
full Steward and ſayd. This firſt coꝛd 
J bzing with mer to bynde my hands 
and feefe ſo hard, till the blod bzaſt out 
on-enerp ſide, ſoꝛ that-Þhane well de⸗ 
ſerued, The ſecond rope J bing with 
mee to dꝛaw mer by a ho2ſe- taple vpon 
the pauement, till that the bones ber bare 
without fleſh,fo2 that ſhall be due to me 
fo2 the great treaſon J haue done a⸗ 
gainſt you. The third rope that J haue 
bzought is to hang mer with, vpon an 
high: gallous, ſo long that the birds light 

on my head, and on my body, and feede. 
themſelues of my lleſh, and theſe things 
are due to ſuch treaſpaſſers and bꝛeakers 
of the law as J am, and therefoze my 
reue⸗ 
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reuerend L oꝛd haue mercie on me, o: 
J dare not knowledge my treſpaſſe till 
Jbe tertaine of thy mercie and pittie. 
Then ſaid thempero2,J ſee in the great 
mekenefle and contrition, thereſoꝛe tell 
fo:th thy treſpaſſe,and ſothly thou ſhalt 
finde mercp and grace. Alas, alas, then 
ſaide hee, J haue defiled thy daughter, ? 
dꝛiuen hir out of thy Pallaice, and now 
in extreame necellitie ſhe beggeth hir 
bꝛead from doze to doze. J haue alſo deſ⸗ 
poyled thyknights of all their gods, and 
now ſome of them by meanes they lack 
linings become theues androbbcrs,and 
ſome mankillers, and the comptrouler 
of the Knights J hane-flaine . But 4 
haue fed thy Grayhound with the beſt | 
meate as long as J might, and tyed him _ 
with a chapne, but at the laff he bzake- } 
bis chapne + went his Wap, ſo that now 
hee runneth about in the countrop, 
When the Emperour heard this, here 
was ſoꝛe aſtonied and ſayde: Haſt thou 
deflow2ed my daughter whom J loued 
ſo well, and allo exiled my Unights, and 
ſlayne their tomptrowler, and the grey⸗ 
hon 1 J. laued beſt, of. whom - 
1 Box? Db, A gas 


were if not that J had fo2zginen-it thee, 
and that thou humbleſt thy ſelfe ſo great⸗ 


depart hence fw2thwith e bzing againe 


meough alt the Empp2e ſo long till hee 
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gane the charge is gone alſo, 


C N 
* 
; 


iy, J ſhould put the to the moſt viteſt 
death that conld bee thought. Thereloꝛe 


my Daughter, then maiſt thou marric 
with hir, and if any harme hereafferbe- 
fat tohirm thy defalt,then ſhall A double 
thy puniſhment. Alſo bꝛing thou againe 


my knights, and reſtoꝛe to them they: 


g ds, and ſet them in their ffate 4 office. 
as thep were berfoꝛe. And alfo fene di⸗ 
ugent ty my grephound till thou ſinde 
dim and than make him faſt, ſo that in 
thee hereafter map bee found no defait. 
And when the ſteward heard this, her 
bawed with moſt humble ſubmyſion 
Kowne his head and thanked the Empe- | 
wur ol his great mercy. : 
And then her went fw2th and ſought 


Had found the Emperours daughter and 
the knights, and alſo the greyhound, and 
Nought them againe. And after that her 
had got to wiſe the yong lady with great 
hanour and dog, and allo reſtazed * | 
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15 the knights gads. and at the lalk he en- 
gs (npexeeand reſf, 1 a6$1 10 


The 1 10 ee, 
This 3 bertokeneth our 102d 
Jeſt Chailt. Mis daughter beetokeneth 
the ſonle of man,made after the ſimili- 


- tude of ourLo2d god. And the v. knights 


betokeneth the v. wits, armed with the 
vertue of baptim fo2 the pzeſernation of 
the ſoule.Thecomptrouller of b knights 
is-reaſon-which ought to rule the wits. 


ſteward betokeneth euer man to whom 


god hath giuen life & ſoule to keep vnder 
paine of lerſing everlaſting lyfe. But a 
wꝛetched and wicked man remembꝛing 
not that is to come, full often toꝛrup⸗ 
teth and poluteth his ſoule with ſinne, 


and repelleth hir from hir Pallaice of 


heauen, and than wandzeth ſhee from 
doze to daze, that is to ſap, from ſinne to 


ſinne. Mer diſpopled theſe v. knights of 


of theirs , o2 rather gracious vertues, 


taking awaie the naturall light from 


they? eyes, exhozteth them diloꝛderlie, 
and 


The grephound is the fleſh of man. The 


their gods, that is to ſap, the v. wittes 


The Hiftorie of - 


of all the other wits,and * on ſome der 
made theeues, and ſome mankillers. ; | 
The maiſter of theſe b. wits is flaine 
when ſo euer man is ruled by wilt, and 
not by reaſon. The Grephound that is 
the fleſh, wherein a man deliteth, was 
kedde, and bound with a chame of fea⸗ 
ſon, which he bzeaketh full oft and run 
neth gut, and doth much harme. 
The comming againe ot this Empe⸗ 
rour ſrom the holy land beetokeneth the 
comming of our L oꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt at the \ 
dap of dome to indge all mankinde; © 
Zherefo2e doe wee as the Steward 
dyd,accuſe wee firſt our ſelle of dur ſins 
teaſt the divell and the wozld accuſe vs; 
then it is to late to aſke merep,therefo2e- 


put of dur ckothes betime that is to ſap, 1 


dur finfall life, and take wer thx ropes: 
in our hands. 8 
The ſtrſt rope that ſhould binde our 
hands and fete,betokeneth the rope ok 
true repentance which not onely ought- 
to binde our hands. e feete,but alſo doth 


— 
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againe the Emperours daughter. * it 
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our harts within vs and our outtvard 
conuerſation in ſuch aulteritie of lite, P 


the blod bzalt out on euery ſide, that is 
to ſap, that ſinne might iſſue and voide 


it ſelfe. Mere fo accozdeth Exechiell 


Laying thus. In Quacung; hora eger it. Pe- 


nitentiam peccator ſaluus erit. When fo 


euer the ſinfull man doth repent him 


ſelle her ſhall bee ſaned, The fecond c02% 
foz to dzaw the treſpaſſer, is acknow- 

ledgingof our ſinnes which ſhould dꝛau 
vs from the beginning of our life vntd 
our lines end, by the party reconſiliatt- 
on of our ſelues fo God 4 man, vnto the 


time that the fleſh ber fallen from the 


bones that is to ſay, till the luſt of the 
fleſh be turned awap by the ones of 
repentaunce. Foz in like wiſe as the 


tone by nature and kind is 2 


ſo the way of repentance ought to ber 
hard. The third rope that ſhould hang 


the felon, is the rope of amendement 


of life. Fo2 as the ſcripture ſaith, There 
is more 10y in heauen ouer one firmer 
that turneth vnto the Lord in time, thert 
ouer, &c. Like as the ſteward bought 


EL 
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bichoueth vs to ſ&ke about by froiffull | 
faith, pea to finde our ſoule, that wee loſt, 
and bꝛinging hir againe to the Church, 
to rule well our fine witts, to fede our 
graphound as we ſhould, and make our 
life ſo cleane and pure, that we fall not 
againe to — feare that it foꝛtune 
to vs woꝛſe, and that we haue no lea⸗ 
ſure to aſke mercy againe at our nerde. 
And it we fulfill all this truely vnto our 
lines ende, without doubt wee ſhall ob- 
taine euerlaſting life. To the which our 
Lo20 being vs all, Amen. 


The Argument. 


Arbe violating' our innocencie in not 
immitating the Jaw of God, is heere 
_ deſcribed With beeing 2dindeed after 


our r ſauiout wee obtaine our laluation. 


"The I 9 Hiſtory : 


I a None dwelt fometime a mightie 
Emperour and a wiſe, named Edfenne⸗ 
which oꝛdained alaw fo2 that whoſoener 

| _ 


the fleſh,yet by the merites of Chriſt { 
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rauiſhed a mapde, ſhonld bee at hir dif- 


creation wherwith ſhe would put htm 


to death, oz that ſhe would take bim ta 
hir huſband, 

It beefell after that a man rauiſhed 
in a night two fapꝛe maidens, the firſt 
damoſell which her rauiched deſired that 
he ſhould die, and the ſecond deſired him 
to hir huſband. The rauiſher was ta⸗ 
ken & led befo2e the Judge, that ſhoutd 
ſatiſfie both theſe damoſels thzough his 
wiledome and £quitie of the cauſe. The 


firſt damoſell defireth. the death, acco- 


ding to the law. Then ſaid the ſecond, 
J deſired to haue him my huſband, fo2 
like as thou halt the law fo2 thee, fo n 
like caſe J haue it foꝛ mer, and ncuer⸗ 


thelelle my petition is moꝛe better then 


pours, fo2 if is mo2e charitable, there- 


foze me thinketh in my reaſon that the 


Juſtice ſhould giue ſentence in fauour 
and furderance of mp defire. Then the 
Juſtice vnderſtanding the great mere 
of the ſecond damoſell, gaue iudgement 
that her ſhould take hir to bis n. 
it was done. = 
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bxhoueth vs to ſ&ke about by fraiffall \ 
faith, pea to finde our ſoule, that wer loſt, 
and bꝛinging hir againe to the Church, 
to rule well our fine witts, to feede our 
grayhoundas we ſhould, and make our 
life ſo cleane and pure, that we fall not 
againe to — feare that it foꝛtune 
to vs woꝛſe, and that we haue no lea- 
ſure to aſke mercy againe at our ne&de. 
Andif we fulfill all this truely vnto onr 
ines ende, without doubt wee ſhall ob- 
taine euerlaſting life. To the which our 
98 being vs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


Arbe violating' our innocencie in not 
uünmmitating the Jaw of God, is heere 
_ deſeribed with beeing adiudged aſter - 
the fleſh,yet by the merites of Chriſt | 


our r faujour;Wee obtaine our {aluation, 


"The 19 Hiſtory. 


I 2 None dwelt fometime a mightte 
Emperour and a wiſe, named Edfenne⸗ 
which oꝛdained a law foꝛ that whoſoener 

; 2 
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rauiſhed a mapde, ſhonld bee at hir dif- 
creation wherwith ſhe would put htm 
to death,o2 that ſhe would take bim ta 
hir huſband, 

It beefell after that a man rauiſhed 
in a night two fapꝛe maidens, the firſt 
damoſell which her rauiſhed deſired that 
he ſhould die, and the ſecond deſtred him 
to hir huſband. The rauiſher was ta⸗ 
ken & led befo2e the Judge, that ſhould 
ſatiſſie both theſe damoſcls thzough his 
wiledome and equitie of the cauſe. The 
firff damoſeil deſireth the death, accoz- 
ding to the law. Then ſaid the ſecond, 
J deſired to haue him my huſband, fo2 
like as thou haſt the law fo2 ther, fo in 
like caſe J haue it foꝛ me, and neuer⸗ 


theleſle my petition is moꝛe better then 


pours, fo: it is moꝛe charitable, there- 


koꝛe mee thmketh in mp reaſon that the 
Juſtice ſhould giue ſentence in favour 
and furderance of my defire. Then the 
Juſtice vnderftanding the great mertir 
of the ſecond damoſell, gaue iudgement 


that her ſhould take hir to vis Eule 
it was dane. 
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The Moral. ny 


This Emiperour betokeneth o our 1020 


Jeſu Chaſt, The rauiſher befokeneth 


eurep ſinner, which rauiſheth gods mers 

_ cp as often as he violateth y commann- 

dements of God by ſi * the diuell 

map neuer ouercome man but it it bee 
ſuffered by will. Foz ſaint Auſtin ſayth. 
Non eſt peccatum niſi ſit voluntarium. 


It is no ſin but if it bee voluntary. The 


- rauiſher alſo is called afoꝛe the Juſtice 


when the ſoule is departed from the bo- 
dy, and anon the firſt damoſell (Inno⸗ 
cency ) lapde againſt the ſinner that her 
ought to die euerlaſtingly by the law of 
| rightcouſneſſe. But that other mapden 
(that is Chꝛiſt his merits) lapd fo? hir 
ho the mercy ok God ought to help by 
harty repentaunte and acknowledgng 
dur ſinnes, which is the high way to e- 
neriafting- life. Tinto the * 2 
being . all, Amen. 


The Argument. 


\ 


/ 
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The mother of the childe of grace and 


of the reprobate, is heere declared which 
of them ſhall be ſaued, and which of them 


dampned, is not yet reuealed vnto the 


world, till the day of wdgement, 


The 20, Hiſtory. 


2 Dmetime there dwelt in Rome a 
mighty Emperour and a rich na⸗ 
med Lipodius,which toke to wife 
a faire virgin æ a gentle, the dangh- 
ter of the king of Aſsiria, this pong La- 
dy tonceiued and bare a childe. And in 
the byꝛth of hir ſonne ſhe dyed. And a⸗ 
none after hir deceaſe this Emperour 
maried an other wife, and had by hir a 
childe alſo. And immediatlp after that 
theſe childꝛen were boꝛne, he ſent them 


both into a ſtrange land fo2 to be noꝛi⸗ 


ſhed. Then laid the mother of the ſecond 
childe. Pp reuerend Lo2d tenne peeres 
bee now full expired ſince J bare my 
childe, and pet ſaw J him neuer but 
once, and that was the firſt dap of his 

I byzth 
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by2th. terefoze I befeech pon my Lozd \ 
fo ſend fo2 him, that J map once reiopce 
me ef his ſight. Then ſaid the Empe⸗ 
rour, J haue another childe by my firſt 
wife, and if J ſend foz thy ſonne than 
muſt J ſend fo2 both, and then anone 
her ſent fo2 them. And when they were 
come they were of paſſing faiture and 
weil trained, well inſtructed and paſſing 
like in all manner thinges : ſo as hardly 
the one might ber knowen from the B- 
ther, but by the father onelp difcerned. 
Than ſaide the mother of the ſecond 
childe. A my L92d, fell mee which of 
theſe is my ſonne, and he called to him 
his ſonne that he begate on his firſt wile. 
When the Empꝛeſſe heard this, ſher 
gaue all hir care to nouriſh him, and 
deſpiſed the other childe. Then the Ems 
perour ſaw this her ſaide to his wife. 
Certaincly J haue docetued ther, fo2 him 
that thou loueſt fo much is not thy ſon, 
but that other is thy ſonne. 
Than ſet ſhee all hir care vpon the 
ſetond, and foꝛloke the firſt, 
When the Emperour ſaw this, hee 
aide. Truely J haue decepued with 
with⸗ 
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without doubt, this is not thy ſonne, 
but one of them two is thy ſonne. Then 
ſaide the mother. A mp Lozve fo2 his 
loue that dyed foz mankinde, tell mee 
without canellation, which of them is 
mp ſonne. The Emperour aunſwered 
and ſapd,certainely J ſhall not tell you 
till they come both to mans ſtate, foz 
this reaſon. Firſt J tolde vou that this 
was pour ſonne, and him haue pon che- 
riſhed as thy ſonne, and fozſaken that 
other, and when J tolde pon that this 
was your ſonne, then deſpiſed you the 
firſt and cheriſhed the ſecond, therefo2e 
J will that yon bꝛing vp and cheriſh 
them both, till that you map haue iope 
of them. 
When the Empꝛeſſe heard this ſhe non- 
riſhed them both a like. And when they 
were both come to age, the Emperour 
made a great ſupper, and befoze all his 
geſtes he tolde his wife openly which 
of them was hir childe, 

Then reioyced the Empꝛeſle greatly 
and with hir ſonne the ended hir life in 
peace and rel, 
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The Morall. 


This Empcrovrs ſonnes befckeneth 
fhoſe that bee choſen to euerlaſting lite, 
and thoſe that ber not choſen, The mo⸗ 
ther of them is the pꝛouidente of God 
thatnourifheth them both. hcrfo2e our 
Þ 02d will not hai his p2zowdenco ſhould 
iet the woꝛld nm which be choſrn and 
which be not choſen. Foz if ſh& knew 
that, then wouls ſhe lone the one and 
hate the other, and ſo ſhould charitie bee 
ouerthꝛowen among vs, and ſhould liue 
in diſtoꝛd and firife. but trueth at the 
day of Jungement ſhall tell vs which 
of them ſhail bee ſaved. # which of them 
hall bee dampned. Therefoze pꝛap wee 
in this world that wee map come fo the 
everlaſting feaſt in heauen. Unto the 
which Cod being vs all. Amen, 


The Argument. 


The vngodly of this world will take 
no paynes to live vertuouſ]y, and yet 
often tunes are they cariched for the 

moſt 


U 


) 


— 
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moſt part with the guifts of fortune, 
neither carefull of the reward {aide vp 
for pure vertue in heauen ,nor fearing 
the torments of hell deputed for the 
rich and vicious worldl nns. 


The 21 Hiſtory, 


Ometime there dweit in Rome a 
.. - noble Emperour named Polenus, 
which had three ſannes whom he loges 
much. It beefel! vpon a dap when this 
Emperoꝛ lap vpon his bed, he bethought 
him fo which of his ſonnes he might atne 
his Empire after his deceaſe. Then cal⸗ 
led her to him his thꝛer ſonnes and ſapd. 
Which of pon thꝛer that is ſlowelt ſhall 
haue mine Empire after my deceaſe. 
The firſt ſonne aunſmered and ſapde. 
Thine Empire by reaſon ſhall be mine: 
Fo2 J am ſo ſow that if my fote were 
in the fre, J had rather it ſhould be bꝛent 
then J to take it out. | 
Then ſaid the ſecond,J am (quod he) 
moꝛe apt to the Empꝛe then thou, foz 
though there were a rope about my neck 
Wherewith J ſhould be hanged, and if J 
J. lit. had 
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had a ſharp ſwo2d in my hand fo2 great \| 
flouth that J haue, would not put fozth | 
mp hand to cut the rope fo2 to ſaue 

my life : And when theſe two bꝛethꝛen 
had ſapd,the third ſayd foꝛ him thus, A 
ought to be Emperour befoꝛe pou both, 

fo2 J paſſe pou in ſlouth, and that will 

J p2one thus. J lye vpꝛight in mp bed, 

e there dꝛoppeth water vpon both mine 
epen, & fo2 great ſlouth that J haue, Y 
moue not my head nepther to the right 
fide of the bed noz fo the left ſide,fo2 
ſauing of mp ſelfe. When the Empe⸗ 
rour heard this, he bequethed the Em⸗ 
py2e bnto the poungeſt ſonne as to the 
loweſt of the bzetheren. 


The Morall, 


This Emperoꝛ betokeneth the dinell, 
which is 102d & father ouer the vngodly 
in this wozld, by the firſt ſon is vnder- 
ffod a man that chanceth into euil tom⸗ 
pany by whom he falleth into mil deme⸗ 
mour and had leuer to be bzent in þ fire 
ok ſin, then depart from them. The ſe⸗ 
tond ſonne n him that know⸗ 

eth 
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eth Himſeife bound withthe band of fire, 
wherewith he is to be hanged an the gai⸗ 
tons of hell, is ſo ſlsuthfull p her will 
not put them away with the lawful? 
[wo2d of repentance. By the third bon 
is bnderſtod a man that heareth the 
teaching of the iopes of heauen «© ot the 
paines of hell and wilt not more him⸗ 
felfe to the right fo2 lone and deſize of 
reward, noꝛ ts the left ſide to foꝛſake his 
ſinnes fo2 feare of eternall paine. Suh 
A man without daubt.fo2 his flath ſhalt 
abtapne the kingdome of hell, from the 
which keepe vs our Loꝛd Jeſus. Amen. 

The 22 Hiſtoric, 

Lexander the mightie Emperour 
ſometime ruled. which brſaged a ct- 
fie of the King of Egypt with a great 
hoaſt, nenertheleſſe this 5 Emperour toft 
manie mightie Knights without aup 
hurt of ſtroke. And thus ſrõ day ta day 
dis people dyed ſodenty , whereat this 
Alexander wondzed greatly e was falf 
fo2owfull therof in his minde,and.anone 
let call afaze him the wiſeft Philaſs- 
phers that might bee found, and pꝛaved 

them ta tell dim thy his people vyed 
| J.tiit. - thus 
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thus ſodainly without wound. The 
Philoſophers anſwered and ſatd, 

Py Lo2d it is no wonder, foꝛ vpon the 
walles of thaf Caſtell within the Citie 
is a Cotatrice, thꝛough whoſe ſight your 
men dye, fo2 they are infected with the 
venime that commeth of his epen, and 
therevpon they dye, 

Then this Alexander aſkecth if there 
were anie remedie againſt 5 Cocatrice, 
The Philoſophers anſwered and ſaid. 
Py Lo2d,there is god remedie, which 
is this, pleaſeth it you to ſet vp a large 
my:rour of clere glaſſe ouer againit 
this Cocatrice,betweene pour hoaſt and 
the wall of the citie, and when the Coc- 
atrice beholdeth himſelfe in the mirrour, 
the deadly nature of this venomous 
ſight ſhall returne againe to himſelfe, £ 
thus her ſhall die, and pour men ſhall be 
ſaued . The Emperour w2ought by the 
tounſell of the Philoſophers, and let ſet 
bp ſtraight a large mp2rour of glaſſe, 2 
thus was the Cocatrice laine, and the 
Emperour with his hoaſt made an aſ⸗ 
ſault to the Citie, and obtained he bic⸗ 


fopp. 
The 
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The Morall. 


This Emperour map be called enerp 
Chꝛiſtian man which ought to gather 
an hoaſt of vertues, foz without vertue 
there map no man fight ghoſtly, 

The Citie againſt whom pee ſhall fight 
is the woꝛld, wherein there is an high 
Caſtell, that is to ſap, vanitie of vani- 
ties. Vanitas vanitatum. And all vanitic, 
in this vanitie ſtandeth the Cocatrice 
that is to ſay, pꝛide of life, deſire of the 
eyes, and luſt of the fleſh, wherefo:e this 
pꝛide infecteth ſo many, that they die at 
the laſt euerlaſtingly. Therefoꝛe p grea- 
teſt remedy againſt this pꝛide, is the con- 
ſideration of our vncleanneſſe,how wee 
came naked into this world, z if it be aſ⸗ 
ked why a man ts pꝛoud, certainelp it 
map bee aunſ wered thus, fo2 default of 
robbing himſelle w vertues, what ſhall 
we do when wee die thus goftly but ſect 
bp a pure mirrour of conſcience,and by 
that conſctence we map conſider our will 
t our bꝛittilnes as in a glaſle, where thon 
maiſt ſe thy owne default, x if we doe 
J. b. thus 
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His without doubt the Cocatrice, that 
ts pꝛide of !pfe, deſire of the eyes, and 
daft of the fleſh,we ſhall vfferly deſtrop 
and obtaine the bictozte of this woꝛldly 
Citie, and then be we ſure to win euer⸗ 
taſting lyfe, vnto the which God king 
both pou and mee. Amen. 


The Argument. 

The ſoule of man beeing occupied in the 
body with the fleſh,ſhe ſeeketh be ſi- 
nifter meanes to ouerthrow the ſoule 
with hir vncleane luſts, aſter the world, 


where though the ſoule for a time ſuf- 


fereth ſhipwracke of worldly felicitie, 


yet the Lyon of the tribe of Iuda is 
of power, not onely to comfort him in 
neceſsitie, but alſo to reuenge his iriu- 
ry, & make him to repoſſeſſe with his 
former eſtate a more firmer euerlaſting 
ſelicitie in the world to come. 


The 14. Hiſtoric. 


Mighlie Emperour ſometime 

ruted the Romaynes, named Ar- 

VII chclaus,the which in his old age 
clpolvuled / 
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efpowſed a fapꝛe poung Ladp, whom a 
poung knight loued, 4 had to doe with 
bir as oft as him lift. 
It beefell on a night that this Em⸗ 
perour beethonght him in his bed to 
viſit the citie Jeruſalem, wherefo2e with- 
out any moꝛe delap he o2dapnedal thing 
necefſarp to his tourney , and toke his 
leaue of the Empaiſſe and of the ſtates 
of the Cmpire,and went towards the 
ſapd Citie. 
Mhen the Empaiſſe heard this, ſhe 

toke the maiſter of the ſhip and ſapd: 
It thon wilt conſent to mee & bee frue, 
aſke of me what thou wilt & thou ſhalt 
haue it, The maiſter of the ſhippe was 
toꝛrupt with couetouſeneſſe and ſaid,D 
mp dere Lady, whaf ſo euer you will 
commaund mee I hall without faple 
fulfill it, ſo that per will reward mer fo: 
my labour. Then ſapde the Empꝛeſle, 
82 thou doe ought fo2 m J ſhall giue 
ther what thee liſt to haue, ſo thaf thon 
wilt ſweare to bee frue to mee & kepe 
my counſaile. 

The maiſter of the ſhip anone made 
his oath to be true to hir. 

Then 
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Then ſaide the Empꝛeſſe. My Lo2d 


goeth with you in pour ſhip, therefoꝛe 


when hee is in the midſt of the ſea, taſt 
him out that her may bee dꝛowned, and 
pee ſhall obtaine pour reward without 
any withſaping. 
T hen the maiſter of the ſhip ſ ware 
a great oath ond ſaide. By the great 
God Jubiter after hee commeth -nce 
within my ſhip . ye ſhall neuer ſ him 
moꝛe. Then the lady paide him as much 
gold as hee would haue, foꝛth he went 
to his ſhip. 

And within ſhoꝛt time after the Em⸗ 
perour toke his ſhip, and when he was 
in the middeſt of the ſea, the maiſter of 
that ſhip toke the Emperour and thzew 
him oner boꝛd into the ſea. 

Then the maſter returned againe and 
tolde the Empꝛeſſe that the Emperour 
was caſt into the ſea,whereof ſhe was 
full glad. 

This Emperoꝛ that was thus caſt into 
; ſea had learned in his pouth to ſwim, 

and ſwam fwo2th till he ſaw an Jland 
in the ſea , but euer in his \wimming 
when her was faint & like to haue bane 
dzowned 


ö 
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dꝛowned, he pꝛaped fo God fo bee his 
help, and wept ſoꝛe, till at the laſt he 
came into a little land wherein was 
nothing but Lyons and Libberds and 
diners other beaſts that \wam thether 
from other lands. 

When this Emperour had taken land 
in that ple, he ſpied a pong Lyon figh- 
ting with an olde Libbard, and the Li⸗ 
on was almoſt ouertome. The Empe⸗ 
rour had great compaſſion on the Lion 
and dꝛew ont his [wo2d and fie the 
ILibbard. The Lpon tuen from 5 time 
foꝛth followed the Emperour,+ would 
not leaue him fo2 nothing, but euerp dap 
the pꝛap that this Lion toke he bzonghf 
and laid it befoꝛe the Emreronrs fete, 
and anone the emperour ſmote fire on 
the Aint tone, and bopled the bodp in 
the ſkinne, and thus was he ledde long 


time, till at the laſt her walked to the 


Sea ſtrand, where hee ſaw a ſhip come 
ſapling by. and anon with an high voice 
he cryed. And when the ſhipmen heard 
the voice, thep wondꝛed what it might 
be, wherefoze they. ſapled toward him, 
and when they were come to him -— 
atd 
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ſapde god friendes take me with pon, 

and J ſhall pay pou a god fraight. 
And anone they toke him into their 
ſhip, and the Lyon followed him ſwims 
ming in the Sea after the ſhippe : And 
when the Lyon was in point to haue 
biene dꝛowned the ſhipmenhad pittie on 
him and toke him into the ſhippe. And 
when the Emperour came to land he 
paid his fraight, and when he had paied 
them he went fo2th till hee came nere 
his owne pallaice, wher he heard trum⸗ 
pets and Clarvons, with all manner of 
other minſtrelſie, and as hee harkened 
what it might bee, there came from the 
pallapce a Squire towardes him that 
was of his knowledge, but the Squire 
knew not him, to whom the Empe⸗ 
rour ſaide thus. God friend J pꝛape 
thee tell me what melodp is this that 
J hcare. The Squire aunſwered and 
ſaide. The Emp:efſe is married this 
day, and there beer all the ſtates of the 
Emppꝛe at hir feaſt, and therefoze they 
make ſuch melody to make hir geffesg 

merry. 

Then ſapde the Emperour fo the 
ſquire 
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fquire, where ts hir huſband that was 
the Emperour befoze. The ſquire ſaide 
that hee was gone to the holy land,and 
was d2owned by the way m the Sea. 
Then ſapd the Emperour, J pꝛap the 
fir that thou wouldeſt doe mp errand 
fo ſhempꝛeſſe 4 to the Lo2d that would 
bee hir Hul band, that J map come ws 
to the Wallapce and ſhew thep2 maie⸗ 
Lies fomediſpozt with my Lion. 
The Squire gronted to doe his cre 
rande, and went in and folde the Lo 
and the Lady. that at the gate was a 
godly olde man that deſired to come 
in and play with his Lien afoze pou, 
Then ſaide the new wedded Lo2d, 
being him in, and if her bee wozthp pers 
eaſe het might gette his meate foz his 
play. 

When the Emperour with his Lion 
was bꝛought in. the Lpon anone with⸗ 
out any comſo2t c2 ſetting on, ranne 
bppon the poung knight ſhat was new⸗ 
lp married and ſlew him, and when he 
Had ſo done, he ran vpon the Empꝛeſſe 
and denonred hir fo th hard bones befo2e 

all the Lozds of ihe Empire. And bo 
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the ſtates ſaw this, they were greatly 
agaſt and began to flie. But the Empe⸗ 
roꝛ with his faire ſpeech comfozted them 
and ſaid. Lo this is the vengeance of god 
fo2 this is my wife that hath vſed ad- 
uoutry long time with this knight that 
lpeth here dead, and ſher pꝛadiſed mp 
death with the maiſter of the ſhip, and 
here bpon the maiſter thꝛew mee info 
the Sea, but God ſaued mee from the 
death, and bercauſe J holp once the Lt- 
on at a need, hee Weta mc neuer ſith, 
and now as pe le all when J come in- 
to my Pallapce without any tomfoꝛt of 
me, her hath llaine both the adulter- 
ers, and therefoze vnderſtand pee fo2 
trueth that J am pour Loꝛd the Em⸗ 
perour. 
Anone when they heard this, they lift 
bp theyꝛ epen and beehclde him, and at 
fie laſt they knew him fo? their Lo2d 
wherefoze they were greatly reiopſed 
and pꝛaiſed God fo2 that miracle, which 
had ſaued their Lo2d and Emperour. 
And they lined afterinreft and peace, 
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Bp this Emperour we map vnderſtand 
euery Chꝛiſtian man that purpoleth 7 
viſit the Citie of Hieruſalem, that is to 


ſap, fo get everlaÞing life thꝛough fruit⸗ 
- full faith. But his wife, that is, the wꝛet⸗ 
ched fleſh murmureth againſt the ſoule, 


and loueth better an adulterer, that is, 
deadly ſinne, theu hir huſband. This 


- emperour went into the ſhip, taking his 


tourny toward the Citie of Hieruſalem 
that is to lap, he went to the Church of 
God, which! is the way to God. But the 
wife that is to ſap fleſhly man, accuſed 
him to the maiſter of the chip, ö is fo ſap 
to the pꝛelates of the church, fo2 great 
rewards, which oftentimes blindeth the 
fight of many Juſtices, where thꝛongh, 

many perfect men be caſt out of the ſhip - 


into the ſea fo be dzowned,that is to ſay 
out of the Church, into the ſea of this 
world. But what ſhall hee do then, 


that is thus caſt to be troubled in this 


\ Wold, certainely-this her ought to doe, 


let him learne to \wimme. that is to 
ſay, lette him put all his hope in God, 


and then by his grace hee ſhall come to 
an Aland that is to ſay, the reli en of 


"> - 
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hart, and that he ſhall lone euer the bet» 
ter to keepe himſelfe out of this world, 
and theretfoze ſaith ſaint Iames thus. A 
cleane religion & vnde filed is a precious 
ching! in the ſi ght of God. And ho that is 
in this religion ſhall finde a Lion whom 
he brhoneth to haue againſt the diuell. 
This Lion is our Loꝛd Jeſus Chailt, 
that came ot the tribe of Iuda, which 
fighteth ener againſt the dinell, and if a 
man haue holpen this Lion at that time 
truſt well then that he will not foꝛſake 
him, but be with him in all his nerde, 
actoꝛding to the pſalmilt, ſaping thus: 
Cum ipſo ſum in tribultione. I m with 
him in trouble. By this lyon thou mailt 
take thy wite, that is to ſay, the flech, 
with repentance and flay the ſin,+ then 
without donbt thou ſhalt obtapne the 
empire of heauen. Unto the which being 
bs our Lo2d aaa 


* 
* 4 * 
; 
# 
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The ſoule of man eſpouſed to Chriſt; in 


— dieth by meanes of fin, lea- 


uing 
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uing be ind hir ſon called reaſon, or ra- 
ther the Word of God, which leadeth the 
diſeaſe of man hir ſinfull father, & beeing 
ſent for tõcure the maladie of hir ſtep⸗ 


mother, will, refuteth to adminiſtrate 


ghoſtlie comfort vnto hir. 


The 24 Hiſtorie. 


98938 in Rome bare [wap a 
mightie Emperour named Gorgo- 
me, which had married a curtecus 
Lady e a faire, to his wife, This young 
Lady in dnepzoceſſeof time conceiued + 
bare a ſon, a faire childe 4 an amiable, 


When this childe was tenpere old, his 


mother the Empꝛeſle died. | 

And anone after the Emperonr maried 
another wife. The ſecond wife loued in 
no wiſe the Emperours ſonne, but dyd 
him all the ſhame and repꝛoach that ſhe 
might. When the Emperour perceiued 


this, willing to pleaſe his wife, exiled his 


ſonne out of his Empire. And when this 
childe was eirled, hee went and ffndyed 


Dhilicke, * that within ſhozt time her 


B. ii. Was 
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was a ſubtill and tunning Phiſtion. Jt 


bee fell ſone after the Emperout his fa 
ther ſickned,+ was almoſt dend, wher⸗ 
foze when he heard that his ſonne was 
fuch a Phiſition,hee ſent loꝛ him by let- 
ters pꝛaving him that he would come to 
him without any delay. And then the 
ſonne willing to obep and fulfill his fa- 
thers coinmandement. in all haſt came 
bnto him, And when he had ſcene his fa⸗ 
ther;and felt his pulſes and his veynes, 
all the ſickeneſſe he had was ſwnehealed 
with his medicines from all — of 


dangers. 


Sone alter. that, fhe Empꝛeſle bis ſtep⸗ 
mother began to ware ſicke, and many 


phiſitions ſaid that ſhe would die. And 


when the Emperonr heard this, he pꝛai⸗ 
ed his ſonne to help hir of hir ſickneſſe, 
Then ſaid his ſonne, certainelp father, 3 
will lap no hand on hir. Than the Em⸗ 


perour began to ware wꝛoch r ſaid. Af 


thou wilt not obey my tommandement, 
thou ſhalt hencefoꝛth depart my empire. 
His ſonne anſwered and ſapde : If yer 


da ſo (dere father) vc do vurightfully, 


to; well pou * you exiled mee, 


out 


8 


\ 


| 


{ 


; 


4 


Geſta Romanorum, 67 
ont of your Empire th2ough hir inggeſ⸗ 
tion, t mine abſence was cauſe of pour 
ſoꝛrom and ſickneſſe, and in lpkewiſe 
my pꝛeſente is tauſe of hir ſickneſle, and 
therefoꝛe J will not meddle with hir, E 
alſo 3 will vſe no moze meditines, fo2 
oftentimes phiſitions are deceined, and 
therefoze J dare not lap hand on hir, 
teaſf men would ſay, (it᷑ it foꝛtuned hir 
to dye) that J were the cauſe thereof, 
Then faide this Emperonr : She hath 
the fame ſicknelle that J had. 

His ſonne aunſwered and laid, though 
the hath the ſame ſickneſſe, neuerthelelle 
pee bee not both of one complection, Foz 
whatſoeuer J did to  pou,yee helde you 
content. and when pee faw me come 
within the Pallaice, pee reiopted of my 
tomming, and greatly were caſed to ſ& 
him that pee bagat. _ 

But when mp ſtepmother ſaw ma, her 
fwelled fo2 anger, and toke coꝛſie at hir 


hart, and therefoze if J ſhonid ſpeake te 


hir, hir ſozrow would encreaſe, and if J 
ſhonld touch hir, ſher wauld ber from 


hir ſelfe. And alſo a Phiſition p2ofiteth 


naught, but whereas the ſicke patient 
KA. + de⸗ 


** 
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dellahteth i in him. 

And when the Emperours cone had 
ſapd his minde-he — went his 
war. | ; 
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This ae bätokeneth euerie 
Chꝛiſtian man which is wedded to 
Chꝛiſt, in the Baptiſme of regeneration. 
Foz then the ſonle is made the Spouſe 
of Chziſt, on whom man getteth a ſon, 
that is, reaſon. But this wife, that is to 
ſuy, Chꝛiſtendome dyeth, when ſo euer a 
man lpeth in deadly ſinne, and after hir 
a man matcheth himſelfe with a bitter 
woman, a ſtepdame, hat is to ſay, wick⸗ 
edneſſe, as often times as he is ruled by 
will, & not by reaſon, wherefoꝛe a man 
that wueth by fleſhly luſt, oftentimes 
exileth reaſon, and then anone the ſoule 
wared ſick, foꝛ the abſence of reaſon is 
the cauſe of the ſickneſle of the ſonle. Foz 
when gods wo2d is wozking in the re- 
ſonable ſoule, as a gad and ghoſtly Phi- 
ſitian, ſhe reconereth health vnto the ſick 
ſoule. ; 

Wut 
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/ But when the ſtepmother warcth 
ſicke,that is to ſay, when froward will 
wareth ſicke, then is the fleſh kept in 
awe by repentance. And therefoze iu- 
die we to kepe in awe dur fleſh ſo bp 
repentance, that we may ow fo euer ⸗ 
laſting 1 Gs Amen. 


1 The Argument. 


læfus Chrift che ſonne of God, ads — 
to be cherifhed and foltered; in our 
hearts by fayth and fruitful good 
life. Which, is taken from ys when 3 
wee are vnthanckfull vnto him, in 2 f 
Gods graces. Wherefore the Prea- 
chers of Gods woord-as good Pfu- 

10 fitians,are.comfortablely fent vato 
vs for the nobel of vs in 
perfeuerance to amendement of life, 

and conſtancie in Chriſtian merits; 
ſo harbour him in our hearts,as hee 
may thereby beſtow on vs the pro- 
motion of heavenly bliſſe euerlaſ- 


ting. | | Ws | 
1 | Kün. The 


— 
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Ometime dwelt in Rome 4 adi * 
tie Emperour named Folenus, who 
had taken to wife the kings daughter of 
Germany, a faire Lady and a tourttous. 
which within ſho2t time tonceiued and 


bare a Sonne. When this childe was 


boꝛne, the ſtates of the Empyze came to 
the Emperour, and enery one of them 
beeſought the Ewperour to nouriſh his 


ſonne. The Emperour aunſwered and 


ſaid. To mo2row ſhall bee a tourney, 
and there ſhall pe all bee, and which of 


pou doth beſt, and obtaineth the victozy, 


all haue the keping of my ſonne, 
And il her traine him vp well. J ſhall 
pꝛomote him to great dignitie 4 honour. 
And if hee de thy tontrarp, her ſhall die 
the fouleſt death that can bee thought. 
Then ſaide they, Deere Lozd, all this 
pleaſeth vs well. 
On the mozrow when euery man was 
tome to the tournep, the ſfafes iuſted + 
helde tourney with great valiaunce a 
long time, till at the laſt there came a 
wozthie 
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wozthie Knight named Tofias, that ſo 
conragiouſſte bare himſelfe- amongſt the, 
that he obtained the victozy.And imme⸗ 
diatly after the tourney was all done. 
this Tok, twke the childe and led hun 
fweth with him. And bertauſe this Em⸗ 
perours ſonne ſhould bee received in his 
tountrie he ſent berfoꝛe to his taſtell and 
commaunded his officcrs that it ſhould 
ba ropally pꝛouided f02,4 pzepared both 


without and within, and that the childs | 


lodging ſhould be in the midff of the ca- 


Me, and alſo that the ſeauen Siences 


ſhould be pourtraied about the childes 
bed, that when the child waked ont of his 
fleepe,he might lie in his bed and behold 
the ſame. This knight had a fruitfull x 


a wholeſome well by the Childes beds 


ſide,wherein he vſed fo bath himſelk and 


the Knights wife bare the key of this 


well and there was a window wherat 
the Sunne might comfoztably ſhine 


bpon him. Jt foztuned vpon a day the 
Ladp that kept the key, left the win⸗ 


dow-open th2ongh negligence. 

Which being ſo done, there came 
a Beare and ſaw the Mindow open. 
B. b. and 
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and went to the Mell, and bathed him 
therein, sf whoſe bathing the Mell ſa- 
noured alter fo2 the great heate which 
was that time in y chafed beare, where⸗ 
foe who lo ener dꝛanck thereof wared 
Aeperous within ſhoꝛt time. And ſo it 
foꝛtuned within a little ſpate, that by 

means of vſing þ ſame water, the 1005, 


the Ladie, and all theyꝛ houſehold were 


Lepers, & notwithſtanding it appeared 
not ſodenly. And in the meane time there 
tame a great Eagle in at the window 
where the Emperours ſonne lap, and 
bare the childe away out of his cradelL 
And when the knight perceiued this, he 


wept bitterly and ſapd. Alas, alas and 


woe to mee, wꝛetched creature, that e⸗ 
ner J was bone, what ſhall J do, foz 
now J am the ſonne of death, fo2 J am 
become a lothſome leper, and ſa is mp 


wyfe and-all my houſehold. And while 


hee was thus mourning, there came fo 


pre will do after my counſaile, pee ſhalt 
not repent pon, Firſt it behoneth yon 
and pour wile and all yourhonſchold to 

bee letten vlod,and aſter that to bee ba- 


thed 


him a Phiſition aud ſayd to him. Bir, il 


W. 
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thed and waſhed cleane. And then ſhall 
J lay to my medicine. And when ye are 
whole, then chall vou and pour houſehold 
walke to the mountaines, and ſeeke the 
Emperozs ſon, fo2 the Eagle hath let him 
fall in ſome place. The knight w2onght 
all things by the counſaple of this Phi⸗ 
ſition, and incontinent after was letten 
blod and receiued the medicine, and 
then he was all whole and his wife and 
all his houſehold,wherefoze he toke his 
hozſe,accompanied with the Squires, 
and rod fo2th to ſ&ke the childe. And at 
the laſt hee found him whole and (ound: 
lying in a valey, whereat her greatly 
retopced . And fo? the great top and 
gladnelle that was m him fo? finding 
the Emperours ſonne he led the childe 
whom to his father. And when the @m- 
perour ſaw his ſonne in god health, he 
was right glad, wherefoze hee pꝛomo⸗ 
ted him to great wozſhip, and ſo after 


that long time lined he there in heauen⸗ 
ly ſfate,and at the laſt hee ended his life 
in peace and reſt. 


Tie 
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This Emperour vetobenieth the father 
of heauen,hts ſon befokeneth our Lo2d 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, whom many men defired 
to nourifh,at ſuch time as they receined 
the ſacrament of his death and paſſion. 

Her nouriſheth him that beſt infteth 
with the diuell, and ouertommeth him 
through godhe life. This Knight that 
toke this childe with him, betokeneth 
god chꝛiſtian man that euermoꝛe ab- 
ſteineth truely from dwing euill, c laboꝛ⸗ 
eth continnaltp to doe god to all men. 
Therkoꝛe doe we as the knight did, fend 
wee beefoze our meffengers to pꝛepare x 
make cleane the Caſtelt of our hearts, 
from all ſpofs of ſin by fruitful fapth, 
and ſo ſhall the. Childe Jefus reſt and 
light in the midſt of our hart. 

The well beetokeneth mercie, which 
ought to ber next our Lo2d.Fo2 whoſoe- 
uer is without merty & truth may not 
-nouriſh that bleſſed childe Jeſu. But it 
hapneth oft that the knights wife (that 
is the fleſh of man) beareth the key of 
* and oft leaneth that well open, 

and 
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and then commeth the Beare ) that is 
the dinell,andleaucth the loathlome filth 


thereof ſhall bee infecen with lepꝛoſie of 
ſin. The window wherein the Sun ſhi- 
neth, is the grate of the Holy Ghoſt, by 
whom men liue + are comfoꝛted ghoſt⸗ 
iv. By this window the Eagle com⸗ 
meth in, that is to ſay,the people of al 

michtie God, and foke awap the childe 
Jeſts-from the heart of man, and then 
man hath great cauſe to werpe, but 
what ſhall we doe when the Childe is 
gone, but ſend fo2 a ſubtill phiſition that 
is to ſay, a diſcreet miniſter of the wo2y 
of God which ſhall giue him connſaite 
to let him blood & all his houſcholo,that 


is toſap,to put out ſin though atknow⸗ 


ledging thereof, and reconciling himſelfe 
with earneſt repentaunce vnto his hea⸗ 
uenly Father. 

Then muſt he bath himſelfe with 
teares of contrition, and Compunction 
of heart, and after that take the medi⸗ 
cine of amendement ot life, and ſo line 
pure and cleane from all manner of ſin, 
and When her hath done this, her mult 


mo 


m the well of mercy,+ who that taſteth 
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leape on the palfray of god perſeuerante 
from euill, and ride foꝛth with his th2e> 
ſquires, that is to ſap, faſting from enill; . 

. pzater vnto God, and well deſerued to⸗ 
wards man, and then without doubt, he 
ſhall finde the childe Jeſus in the valey 

of humilitie, and not on a hill, that is to 

ſap pꝛide. And if her doe thus, doubtlelle 

he ſhall haue might and power to nou⸗ 
riſh that bleſſed childe Jeſus, fo2 whoſe | 
nouriſhing, the father of heaven ſhall 
pꝛomote him vnto enerlaſting iov. Unto 

the which ioy, God baing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 


E Chriſt the king of everlaſting, glory 
hath proclamed mutuall joy and bliſſe in 
heauen, as well to the poore as to the rich. 
But the rich oft times coueting all, looſeth 
that prerogatiue which the poore in hart 
enioy by the, prouidence of God. Yet as 
hee is righreous God, he ordameth both 
for the rich & the poore, in ſuch ſort, that 
if they will, they may together ioyfully 


bee fatilfied with the fruition of his abun- 
dant ' 
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Dmetime dwelt in Rome a mightir 
JYEmperour named Fulgcncus, which 
gouerned his people nobly, and loued 
them ſo much, that he made to pꝛoclaime 

'] th2vughout all Nations, who ſo cuer 
would come to him rich and poꝛe at a 
certaine day, thould hane their petitx- 

ons, whatſoeuer it were. 

Mhen the mighty men heard this 
they were glad, and came at the day al⸗ 
ſigned, f euery man put fw2th they? pe⸗ 
titions vnto the Emperour, and imme⸗ 
diatly their petitions were granted # 
fulfilled, inſomuch that a great part of 
the reuenewes of the Empyꝛe was di⸗ 
ſtributed among them. Then euery man 
was iopfull, and went home againe and 
toke ſeaſon of fuch lands and Caſtels 
"as the Emperour had given them. 
Straight wap after, the poꝛe men 


in the Emperours dominions, gathe⸗ 
red them together and ſaid. A common 
ay 


4 
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try was made, that all men both poꝛe 
and rich.ſhould come to the Emperours 
pallaice,# there they ſhould haue what 
ſoeuer they aſked. The rich men haue 
ben there lately, and obtained their pe- 
titions. Therefo2e goe wer nom and 
try if wee map obtaine any god, of the 
Emptrour, The counſaile was appꝛo⸗ 
bate 4 allowed among them all, wher⸗ 
foze they went fo2th fill they came to 
the Emperours pallatce and there thep 
put fœzth their petitions accoꝛding to 
the Emperours pꝛoclamation. 
When the Emperour had heard them 
hee ſayd to them. Derre friends, J haue. 
heard all pour petitions, and it is truth 
that mp pꝛoclamation was that euerp 
man indifferently ſhould come and haue 
their petitions, but the rich and mightie 
men haue ben herre befoꝛe vou. to whom 
Jhaue giuen all that J had, ſave onelp 
the rotaltie of mp Lozſhip. and ſo haue 
I nothing left to giue vou, whereat the 
poꝛe men pitteouſſy replied. Ah god and 
gracious ſoueraigne. haue compaſſion on 
va. x let vs nol goe hente empty away. foꝛ 
we know well, it is our owne m_—_ 5 
e 


\ 
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lvee came not rather with theſe other 
rich and mightie men, but ſith it is lo, 
wee aſke your grace that wir map ob⸗ 


taine ſomewhat by the which wee may 
liue. Then ſapde the Emperour. God 


friends though J haue ginen moſt of my 
lands, rents. tenements. and Caſtles to 


the rich men that came befoze vou. 


Neuertheleſle J haue kept Cill in mine 


one hands the Soueraigntie and do⸗ 


minion ouer them, and that J doe giue 
to vou, and ſo ſhall they bee pour ſer⸗ 


uaunts, and be obedient to pou all. And 


when the poꝛe men heard this, greatlie 
hrereat reiopſing, kneled downe to the 
Emperour and thanked him ſaying. Lo 
though wee come late, vet wee bee made 
Lo2ds oner all theſe other, And-with 


this they toke their leaue & went home 
againe. But when the rich z the mighty 
men heard that, they were greatly mo⸗ 
uod and aꝛdained a common parliament 
among them ſelues. And thus it was 
ſpoken among them. Alas, alas, how 


map we ſerue them that ſometine were 


but peſants and our ſubiects in all mas 
ner things » and now they ber made 
| 1 AO 
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Lende duer bs. Therefoze goe wee all 
wits one allent fo the emperour e pzup 


him of remedv. When this was 2 


8 tonnſcil was tommended, 
twꝛthwilh they went to the Eniperour 
and ſaid io him. Reverend Lo2d what 


may this b&, thoſe that were our ſer⸗ 


uants be our loꝛos, we beltech y pou make 
that it map not be 10. 

When laid the Emperour, God friendes 
J doe pou no wꝛong, fo; my cry? Was 
common, that Whatſocuer vou aſ lied 


of mir pon lhonld obtaine pour petition, 
aid per al led nothing ol mer but lands, 
rents and honours, and all that ue 
J graunted pou at poi owne wil, in 


fo much that 3 kept nothing lor my 


elfe, and each of you were well content 


at pour away going, t after that came 
ſimple and pwꝛe men, and aſked of face. 


ſome gods actoꝛding to my p:oclama- 


tin, and J had nothing to giue them, 
onely the Sonetaigntie and Domi ion 
auer pon, which J kept in my hands, 


and when the poze men fo reel, on 


(FJ) 


( 


onelp the avthzitie ouer ine ther 
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foze pie ſhouli no 26 


allled pee; -had, hen ſaid. ep, x 


Guſly of your counſaile in this caſe, 
and of your helpe. The Emperout an- 


after me, J ſhall gine you god and p90; 
fitable counſaile. Then aide they, we 
bee ready to fulfill whatſoener pou ſap 
to vs fo2 our p2ofit. Then (atv the Ems 
perour.Pp god friends, pte haue of me 


both lands and tenements, with other | 


moneable gods, and that great plenty, 


the which by my counſaile-pe ſhall des | 


part with to the poze men, that they 
map graunt vou the ſoueraignty and 
dominion which they haue. And anone 
theſe rich men gladly granted ta this, 
and departed all their god among the 


poze men, and than they gaue them a⸗ 
gaine the authoꝛitie ouer them, like as 
they had of the rich men. And thus were 


they both content, and the Emperour 
was greatly commended of all the peo- 
ple, betauſe he accozded both the partes 


I. ii. The 


and gtacious Lozd, we way you effec - 


\wered'and ſaid,Sirs, if pe will Weste 
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mation by his Pꝛophets, Natriarks, As 
aſtles and Pꝛeachers, that every man 
both poꝛe and rich ſhould come aſ ke 
euerlaſting iov, and without doubt they 
ſhall obtaine their petitian But the rich 
and mighty men aſ ked none other thing 
but moꝛldlp honour & tranſitoꝛp riches, 
fo2 this wo2ld ſhall paſſe x all the toue⸗ 
tonſneſfe thereof, whereſoꝛe he gaue them 
fo much of woꝛldly gods, that he had no⸗ 
thing left of himſelſe, accozding to the 
Scripture. The birds ok heauen haue 
neaſts, and the Foxes in the earth haue 
taues, but the ſon of God hath nothing 
in the earth where he map put his head. 
The poꝛe men bie ſuch as be merke in 
hart. Of the which poꝛe men ſpeaketh 
our Loꝛd ſaping. Bleſſed be the poꝛe in 
heart, foz the Kingdome of deauen is 
theirs. - - 

© 908 if if ſhould teme that they haue 


ſoueraintie 


Genn Rene,, 7 


ſoueraintie in Heanen abone mightie 
men of. this woꝛld therefore theſe rich 
men ought ta depart their tempoꝛan ris 
thes with poꝛe men, aͤccoꝛding to the 
ſcripture, ſaping thus. Giue vir almes; 
and all things ſhalbe cleane 10 pou. And 
= map pee attaine vnto theKingdome 
12 the which J breleech al⸗ 
ande G00 to bzing vs all. 8 


The Argume . 
The Pipers of eternal ge Chai 
hath two daughters, the one fayre the 
_ "other foule, the faire Danoher is this 
world, and the pleaſure thereof: : the 
ſoule is pouertie & trouble. The fayre 
daughter is deſired of many, the oute 
Daughter of few, who ſo fared the 
world ſetteth not by god nor heauen- 
ly things, but by the vanities of this 
world, who ſo wech Cod & heavenly 
things will ſuffer in Chriſt all perfe- 
> ention and trouble for the. 7 


* 4. K 5 888 yorld 99 Ig 
oy Tbe2 Hiſtory. 8 
| W. ii. Some⸗ 


— V! (Nm : . — ac CITIES > Il On — 


- ID o_ — " 
— — - —— —— — 
—— — My op —2 22 — — —— — —— —— — CT IRS — 
— — — — - —— — — - — * — — — — 


The Hiſtory of 


/ TERS! I". "3: why © NET 
. Seer in Nome dwelt.: a migbtie 
Emperour named Domician, which 
had two Daughters the one of-them 
was paſſing fay2e; but the other-foule 
and euill fauozed; Wherefo:e hee let try 
thzonghout all his Emppꝛe, that what 
mam would haue his fayze danghter to 
wyfe, would haue nothing with hir but 
bir beautifull and'comely perſonage. 
And who ſo would marry his foule 
daughter ſhould haue all his empire after 
his death. And when the pꝛoclamation 
was made, there came many Lo2dathat 
deſired to marry his faire daughter: To 
whom the Emperour aunſ wered thus. 
Sirs quod hee, pt wot not what pee de- 
lire, tight well ve know that if pe mar- 
ry hir, ys ſhall haue nothing with hir 
but hir beautifull and comely perſonage, 
and farthermoꝛe ik J giue hir to one of 
von and not to an other , then will ye 
firine foꝛ hir, therefoꝛe if pie will — 
haue hir unn ſozlake my foule daughter, 
it ſhall bæehoue you firſt fo Jul foꝛ hir, 
and he _ er bit, 2” ww dir. 


Then / 


N 


7 


 knowne to you that he wich marxieth 
thy ſiſter had nothing w hir hut hir beau⸗ 


Gefta Ronunomni, * 
Then the nobles x fates of the Empire 


greatly reioyſed, and anone onely foz 
ue ol the beautiful damſell they would 


tuff and alſo fight, wherefo2e thep ſet a 
dap ol battaile, end many wozthy men 


were flaine on both ſides, neuertheleſſe 
one obtaynes the chiefe vico2p, and ” 

ponſed that fapze Lax. 
The ſecand —— which was fonie 


and emll fauoured,freing hir ſiſter ſo be- 
ſfowed with great ſolempnitie, mour⸗ 


ned and wept dayly, ther ſoꝛe the Empe⸗ 
rour hir father came to hir and ſapd. 

Derr daughter why mourneſt thou 
thus. Alas deere father;quod thee, it is 
no wonder though J mourne,feeingmp 
filker-is married with great honour and 
gladneſſe, and enery man is ianfuli of 


hir, and no man loneth my companyp,and 
therefoze.d&re father, what J map beſt 


doe, ſothly J wet not. Then ſais the 
Emperour. O my deere Daughter, all 
that is mine is thine, and it is not bu- 


tifullcozps, etherfo2eJſhallp;oclaim in 


e : 
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eee! in Nome dwelt a mighbtie 
JEmperonr-named Domician, which 
had two Daughters, the one of them 
was paſſing fayze; but the other-fonle 
and euill fauozed, Wwherefo:e hee let cry 
thzonghout- all his Emppꝛe, that what 
man would haue his ſapze danghter to 
wyle, ſhould haue nothing with hir but 
bir beautifull and comely perlonage. 
And wha ſo would marry his foule 


his death. And when the pꝛoclamation 
was made, there came many Loꝛdathat 
deſired to marry his faire daughter: To 
whom the Emperour aunſ wered thus. 

Sirs quod hee, pe wot not what pee de⸗ 
ſire, tight well ve know that if pe mar⸗ 
ry hir, pen ſhall haue nothing with hir 
but hir beautifull and comelp perſonage, 
and farthermoꝛe ik J gine hir to one of 
you and not tw an other, then will per 


haue hir and ſozſake my foule daughter, 


it ſhall berhoue you firſt to Juſt ſoꝛ hir, 
and he that wimneth bit, _=_ wed dir. 


Then / 


daughter ſhould haue all his empire after 


; 


therefvze dere father, what 3 map beſt 


knowne.to you that he which marxieth 
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Then the nobles t: ctates of the Empirt 
greatly reiopſed, and anone onely foz 
doue of the beautiful damſell they would 


tuft and alſo light, wherefo2e they ſet a 
dap ol battaile, and many wozthy men 


were flaine on both ſides, neuertheleſſe 
one obtayned the chiefe bictozp, and uo 
ponſed that fapꝛe Las. 
The ſecond — which was fonle 
and euill fauoured,fzeing hir ſiſter ſo be- | 
ffowed with great ſolempnitie, mour- 
ned and wept daplp, therloꝛe the Empe- 
rour hir father came to hir and ſaypd. 

Derre daughter why mourneſt thou 
thus. Alas dere father, quod thee, it is 
no wonder though J mourne,feingmp 
Alter is married with great honour and 
gladneſſe, and enery man is iunfuli of 
hir, and no man loneth my compam, and 


doe, ſothly.J wet not. Then ſais the 
Emperour. O my deere Daughter, all 
that is mine is thine, and it is not vn⸗ 


thy liter had nothing w hie but hir beau⸗ 
tifull toꝛps, etherfq2e Iſhallpzoclaimin 
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few men deſire to marrie with. 
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that what man marrypeth ther, J thall 


make him allurance by letter patent of 
all mine Empire after mp death. Then 
this pong Lady though tho was foule 
and eniit fano2ed , nenertheleſſe ſher re⸗ 


mediatlie after the. pꝛoclamation was 
made, there came a poung knight and a 
gentell which eſpouſed the lady, and af- 
ter the death of the Emperoꝛ leaſed vp⸗ 
on all the Empire into his iuril diction 
and was eronned Cmperour and the 
85 


r The 1 


This @mperour betokeneth our Lo 
Jefu Chꝛiſt which hath two daughters 
the one faire and the other foule. 

The faire: daughter beetokeneth this 
woꝛld, which is full fapze and delecta · 
ble to many men, The other foule, bees 
tokeneth ponertie and trouble, whom 


. 
4 


- Nenerthelele:a'common cry is made 


by the holy ſaripture, that who ſo-would 


ebe —— tie wozld 
ſhould 


1 


L 
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/ Hould hane nothing with hir but hir 
fayzeneſſe,that-is to ſap, the wozldly va ⸗ 
nities which fade and fall r itte Wh 
the beautie of man. 

But who that will marry the tus 
daughter , that w to ſap, voluntarilie 
reteiueth pouertie and fronble fo2 gods 
tone, without doubt her ſhall obfapne 

the Empire ol heauen, accoꝛding to the 
Stripture, ſaping. Yee that haue forſa- 
ken all things for my loue to follow mee, 
ſhall haue euerlaſting life. - 

Manp noble and woꝛthie men hane 
Juſted foꝛ the fapze Daughter, that is 
to ſap, haue foughten both by Sea and 
by Land fo2 this wozld-fo2 couctiſe of 
wo2ldly riches, and at the laſt there bee 
manie flapne, ſoꝛ there is nothing here 
but pꝛide of lpfe, couetouſneſſe of the 
eyes, and of the fleſh , where though 
theſe greruous ſinnes, all the wo: ld is 
put to great milchiefe. e 3b 

But her that marrieth the faire dough: 
fer, that is to ſay, the wo2ld, is hee that 
ſetteth all his affection and deſire in the 
wietchedneſſe of this world, + will not 

M be. thing fozſake this wozld,lpke a 
DE L 83 welch 
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wheth and cauetdus man. But he that 

marrpeth the foute Daughter; is a gd 
Chziſtian man, which foꝛ the lone of the 

Kingdoms of Heauen fozſaketh all this 
woald,and not'onely doth thus bur alls 
deſpileth himſeife,bodylie obeying vnto 

| bis orteritings in all thing. Such a man 
certainely ſhall obteine the Empyze-of 
Heauen-. Unto thelphich Jeſir Wn 2 
bang vs all, Amen. yp 


w— 


The Argument. , l 


| Wee prayer, ind tankes gung 
vnto Got for his gits, s a ſound; * 


Muſiclæ delectable in che eares of 
God. Wee are warned not after our 
firſt olfending, to returne to our vo— 

mit with che Jog, no, rather lee ys - 

bath our ſoules in the well of forows . 
full and hartie repentance and per- 
teiueraunce of good lyfe, that wen 

may tive with dit in ncucriaſiing:: ; 
To and bliſſe. * at 
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3 Dwetime in Rome dwelt a wigt⸗ 
tie Emperour named Andremiek, 
which aboue all things loned the harmo⸗ 
ny of h uſick. This Emperonr had with 
in his Caſtell a well of ſuch bertue, that 
whoſoeuer were dꝛonke by drinking the 
water thereof: ſhauld incontinent make 
him freſh againe,and deliuered from all 
kinde of dꝛonkenneſſe. There was alſo 
dwelling in this Emperours Court a 
knight named Idrony, mham the Empe⸗ 
vroꝛ loued much, but often times her was 
dzonken, which vice the Emperoꝛ hated 
aboue all things: And when this knight 
perceined himſelfe dꝛonken, then would 
her goe tothe well e dꝛink of that water 
and refreſh himſelle, ſo that what ſoeuer 
the Emperoz ſapd to him he would an- 
were him ſo reaſonablie, thai no dꝛon⸗ 
kenneſfe might bee ſeene in him, and foꝛ 
his. witty anſ were her was greatly be&- 
loued of the Emperour. Meuertheleſle 
bis fellowes of the Court enuied him 
much, and imagined among themſelues 
hob they might withdzaw the Empe⸗ 
rours loue from him. : 
RE If 
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It toꝛtuned on a day that this Empe⸗ 
rour went to the Foꝛreſt and heard a 
Nightingale ſing ſo merely, that often 
times after he would riſe earely in the 
moꝛning, x ſometimes-from his meate, 
and walke to the wod fo2-to heare the 
fweetneſſe of hir ſong , wherefoze ma- 

ny of his men fapd among themſelnes, 

Our Lo2d delighfeth:ſo much in the 

Pightingales ſong „that be rekoneth 
5 1 e of our p2ofit, in ſo much that tho: 
rough two things his loue is withd2zawe 
from bs that is to ſay, by Ydrony the 
Knight, and by the ſwet long of the 
Nightingale. 

Then ſayd the olde Aniaht that was 
among them. Sirs quod hee, if pe will 
doe by my connſell; J ſhall deliner you 
of the knight Ydrony, and of the High 
tingale without hurt o2 death. 

They ſware and ſapde, what ſo euer 

pt bid vs doe, we ſhall ſtrapght way 
kalt with all our heart. When this 
night heard this, within a while al⸗ 
ter it chaced he elpped this Ydrony dꝛon⸗ 
ken,wherfoze,hce locked falt p well, and 
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as this knight Ydrony came lo reſreſt 
himſelle, hee found the well faſt locked. 
The Emperour had a great matter 
to treate of, wherefoze-in haſt her ſent 
fo2 this knight, ber taule of his / great wiſ⸗ 
dome to haue his counſell. And when 
hee came beefoze the Emperour hee was 
ſo dzonken that he might not once moue 
his tongue, neyther had witte, reaſon, 
noꝛ vnderſtanding to anſ were the Em 
perour to his matter. 

But when the Emperovr ſaw- this; 
her was greatly greeved, fo2 ſo much as 
he hated that vice, wherefoꝛe hee com- 
manded anone that from that day fo:th 
be ſhould no moꝛe bee lene within his 
land, vpon paine of death. 
This hearing his foes, were very glad 
and ſapd onto the old knight. Now wee 
be deliuered of this knight Vdrone, there 


is no moꝛe to doe, but that wee might. 


tingale, in which the Emperour deligh- 
teth ſo much. 
Then ſaid this old knicht,your eares 
hall heare, and pour epes ſhall ſce, that 
this Nightingale ſhall ber _— x 
02 


find the way fo be delivered of the Nigh- 


| The Hiſtory of 
Ho2t-time-" Not long after this: olde 
Rnight eſpied that the Pightingale v⸗ 


ſed to ſit vpon the tre euen abone the ſoꝛe⸗ 


laid well. wherens hir make came & cou- 
pled with hir,neuertheleſſe in the abſence 
id make the tote oftentimes an o⸗ 


ther make and coupled with hir, when 
ſhi had thus done; then would ſhe del⸗ 
cento the well "tg bath hir ſelfe, that 
When hir make tame, he ſhould fle no 
ſatonr ne euill odevir of v ſhe had done. 


When the knight had ſene this, on a 


 tymie heyldeked/the well; and when the 


Nitthtingale wolnd have defcended to 


bath hir ſelle after the coupling with the 

other make, her und the well cloſed, 

wherloꝛe ſhe fie vß into the tree againe 
and mourned ſoze in hir maner, and left 


hir Wert ſong. Then came hir make and 


faw that ſher had done againſt hir na⸗ 
ture, he returned againe t in ſhon time 


bzought a great multitude of Pightſii- 
galt which flew his make, x tare hir 
ali to peces, 

Indthus was the wiſe Bight put a 
wap and the Nightingale 4.5 and 


the Enipcrour pat from his pleaſure, 


and 


\ 
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|, and lace arp in he was ane te heus. 


n 


1 he Meral. 


Jeſu Chziſt which loneth great, the 
ſong of deuatian, foꝛ when, vr pꝛap 


ſpeake with God,and when Wie 1 de, 


God ſpeaketh Snto ys The well tha: 
was in the pallaice, betekeneih acimoig⸗ 
ledging of aur ſinnes 1 4395, thero#o:e 


if any man bee dꝛonken with anne, ler 
him danke of the weil of acknawiedges⸗ 


ing his ſinnes withs! ut doubt her hail 
bre ſafe. This Yadrooy betokencth encry 
man that wilfully return againe is 


finne after his acknowledged ſinne, line 

as à dogge that maketh a bomit and ca⸗ 
(teeth vp the meate that he hath eaten be⸗ 
foꝛe, and afterward when he is hungry. 
tommeth and cateth it agame. Pener⸗ 
thelelle if a man that hath ſinned thus 
will dancke of the wel of acknowledge 


ing his ſinne, he ſhall receine his ghoſtk; 


ſtrength. The nightingale that ſat on the : 


n the loule that ſitteth on ð 
| tree 


This an betokenets our 3.00% 
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trix of holy doctrine. And hir ſong beto- 


keneth the ſoule that ſitteth on the tree 


in deuout pꝛapers to GOD, But this 
 foule doth commit euill as often times 
as ſhe conſenteth to ſinne. Nenerthe- 

lelle if the runne to the well of acknow- 
ledged ſinne, and bath hir with the wa⸗ 
ter of contricion, God ſhall lone hir. 


Wut hir ſoes that be the ſtends of hell. 
ſeeing this that God is ſo mercifull, they 
ſtsppe the well of acknowledgement of 


inne, that is to ſay, they mould with 


d2aw vs fro duetifull acknowledgement 
and from due reconciliation ok our ſelues 
betwerne vs and God, and betmeene vs 
and man, without ſhame and dꝛead of 
repentatmce, not to declare our finnes. 
And thus bene manie exiled and put to 
death enerlaſting. And therefore ſtudy. 


wee to bathe our Ipfe in the well of ac- 


knowledging of ſinnss with the water 


of tontiption, and then map we be ſure 


to come to currlaiting lple. Tinto the 
which Sod bꝛing vs all. Amen. 


The Argument. 
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be ſoule AD ood Chuiſtian man, 
hath to prepaae tow armed vertues to 
withſtand aſſaults of the divell,we arc 
heere put in minde of our deluerance 


out ot thraldome by the precious bloud 
ſhedding of Ieſus Chriſt, which isa ter- 


rour to all the hags of hell, not to dare 


to aſſault vs, ſo long as we liue firme in 


Chriſtes Bith, and beleeue in him, the 


bulwarke of our {aluation. 


3 


7 N nome PEN dwelt ſometime-. a 
mightje Emperour named Darmes, | 
which had a mightie ffrong Citie and 
exceeding ſfrongly walled about,and a 
Well hanging in the middeſt of the Ci⸗ 
tie, and when ſo euer this Emperour 
went fo battaile with out the Cittie, 
this Bell ſhould bee roung, but there 
ſhould no man ring the Bell but a 


P. virgin 
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virgin. Within ſhoꝛt lime after it be» 
fell that D2agons, Serpents, and ma⸗ 
ny other venemous beaſtes empoiſoned 


muth people, ſo'that the Citie was al- 

moſt deſtroped, Wherefoꝛe the ſtates of 
the Citie went with one aſſent to the 
Emperour and (aide, Lo2d what thall 
wwe doe, loe, dur gods and our Citie is 


almoſt deltroped, and pou and we be in 


perill to perich, thꝛeugh theſe felt benſtes 


that tonlame vs-thereto2e take wee g 
tounſaile, oꝛ elfe we are but loft. 

Then laide the Emperour, what ſay 
pou is beſt to be done in this matter, 
an how map wee beſt bez defended. 

Then anſwered one of the wilcki and 
ſapde.Py Loꝛd, heare mp COUNſAte,And* 
doe thereafter, and pee ſhail not fe2c 
thinke it, ve haue quod hein x porn plate 


a Lyon. and (ct bp a pirte of timber 
for the purpoſe, and therebpon let the 


Lion be nailed and made faſt. and when 
'dther vencmoits beaffs'ſ& him thus v- 
ſed and dealt withall they Will dzead, 
and ſo tall they foꝛſake this Citie, and 
Wer ſhall bee in reſt and eaſe. Then ſaid 
the Empercut, it pleaſeth me e well that 


be 


Geſta Romanorum. 82 
' H& bee hanged in ſauing of vou. Then 
toke they the Lion g bſed him in mimer 
as afozeſaid. And when the other Lions 
and venemous dꝛagons came toward the 
Citie and ſaw the Lyon thus hanging, 
they fled away fo? „ duril come 
no nearer, 
14 The Morall. r 

This Emperour betokeneth the Fas 

ther of Heauen, the Citie well walled 
with the bell in the midſt, beetokeneth 
the ſoule walled about with vertues. 
This bell betokeneth à cleane conſcience 
that warneth a man to battaile, when 
hee ſhould fight againſt the diuell that 
he might arme himſt lie befo2e with ver⸗ 
tues. The virgin that ſhould ring this 
bell is reaſon, the which as a virgin en · 
kelineth all vnto rightfull cleanneſſe. The 
denemous dꝛagon that beareth the fire, 
betekeneth the fle ſh ok man which bereth 
Ece of gluttony r lecherp. the which bꝛent 
Adim our fo:efather, when hee eate o? 
the foꝛbidden Apple. The venemous 
beaſtes that popſoned the men botokes 
neth the . of hell, which faz the 
OP part hang * mankinde. 
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The lates of the Citie,betokeneth the 
Patriarks t P2ophefs, which beſought 
god of counſell t remedy that mankinde 
might be ſaurd, and anone it was coun⸗ 
fepled fo2 the beſt remedp, that a Lion 
(that is Chꝛiſt) ſhould be nailed vpon 
the Troſſe, actoꝛding to the Scripture 
ſaping thus. Expedit vnus moriatur ho- 
mo pro populo vt gens non periat, &. 
That is to ſap, It was requiſit that one 
man ſhould dye fo2 the people, leaſt all 
fleſh Muld periſh. Zhen toke they Chꝛiſt 
and hong him on the croffe; ſoꝛ the which 
the diuell dzeadeth Chailtian people, and 
dare not tome nigh them. And thus by 
the grace ol God, chꝛiſten men ſhal come 
fe euerlaſting bliſſe. Unto the which 
bang bs the-Lambe of God which ſhed 
= en blob 05 vs. Amen. 
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1 Heeie 1 18 Genifed the 3 of 
"ran yoto'Sathan by ſarull life, till 
Chriſt: the Flange God deſcended | 
with the power of the holy Ghoſt to 
ſet hun at . put fim in poſ- 

ſels ion 


© We OE. ur a Ee, 


fed,wherefoze he was taken x put in a 
ſtrong e darke pziſon, where he bo long 
time, @ had no light but at a little win- 


from the ſight of men. Nenerthelefſe 
when the keeper was gone there came 
daply a Nightingale m at the window . 


I fon ofthe Pele of — ſebcitie. 
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Kome diweſted ſametime ® 
mighty Emperour & a mereiful, 


1H 
b 


ſuch a law , that what miſ doer 


were taken e put in pꝛiſon, if hee might 


eitape t come to } Emperours pallaice , 


hir ſhould be there ſafe foz all maner fe- 


tony, treaſon, oꝛ any other treſpaſſe that 
he had done in his life. It was not dong 
after but it befelt that a Knight treſpat 


dow, whereas fcant light ſhone in, that 
tightened-him to cafe his ſimple meate 
that was b2ought dim by his keeper, 
wherefoꝛe hee mourned greatly © made 
ſozrow that hee was thus faſt ſhet vp 


and lang full (wertlie, of whoſe fong 


| this woefull Knight oft times was fed 


l. with 


named Menalay, which oꝛdained 
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with ioy, and when this bird ſeaſed of hir 
ſong then would ſhe fly into the knights 
boſome, and there this knight fed hir ma⸗ 
— a dap, of the vittayle that God ſcat 

wm. 
It beefell after on a dap, that this 
knight was greatly deſolate of comfozt, 
Nenertholeſſethebird that ſat in his bo⸗ 
ſome feeding vpon kirnels of Muts, and 


thus her ſaid vnto the bird. Sweet bird | 


J haneTuſfamed the many a dap, what 
wilt thou giue mee now in mp deſola- 
tion o comfoꝛt me, remember ther well, 


that thon art the creature of God, and 


J alſo , therefoze help mer now in my 
great neede. When the bird heard this, 


thee flew f@2th from his boſom, and rs 


ried from him thꝛee dates, 
But the third day ſhee came againe , 
and bꝛought in hir mouth a precious '} 
ſtone, and laid it in the knights boſome: 
And when ſhe had done ſhe foke hir 


flight and flew from him againe. The 


Anight meruapled of the fone and of 
the bird, and therefoze hee toke the ſtone 
in his hand and toughed his giues and 
letters therewith, and anone fell o : 

"= 
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all his fetters and Chaines wherewith 
her was bound. And then he aroſe and 


touched the dozes of the pꝛilon. anone 
they opened, and ſo her eſtaped and ran 
faſt to the Emperours pallaice. When 
the keeper of the pꝛiſon perceiued this. 
hee blew a hozne thziſe,and raiſed vp all 
the folke of the 7 t lead them fwꝛth 
crying with an high voice. Lo the theſe 
is gone, follow wer him all. And with 
that he ranne befoze all his felowes to- 
ward the knight, « when her came nigh 
him, the knight bent his bow & did ſhote 
an arrow, wherewith he ( (mot thekeper 
in the lunge, and flew him, and then her 
ran to the Pallaice, whereas her found 
eee to the law. 


The i Mont, | 


This Emperour vetokeneth ot Lozd 
Jau. Chi, which ozdayned a . at 
what mil dwer, that is to 115 in⸗ 
ner might eſtape & come to the palliice  - 

of . Peanenly hi tion wean; 8 
| M. illi. penkaiics 
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penfannce and frneamendement of life, 
ſhould find perpetuall ſuccour and help. 

This knight beetokeneth euerp inner 
that is taken in deadly ſinne, andi iudged 
vnto the pꝛiſon ot hell by p law of God, 


And he is ftraightly bound with chaines 


of ſinne, wherefoꝛe her wepeth + mour⸗ 
neth daplie his freſpaſſe. 

The kteper of this pꝛiſon betokeneth 
the dinell that kepeth ſuch a man hard 
bound in ſinne, and ſerueth him with 

Tiches e delights of this wozld, that hee 
ſhould not efcape from him. 

The bird that ſingeth ſo ſweetly bee- 
tokeneth the voyce of heauen v ſapth to 
the finner. Reuertere reuertere ſunamitis. 


Turne againe, now turne againe thou 


loner, that is to ſap, turne againe thou 
ſinner, and J ſhall receiue thee to grace. 
Fo2 when mankinde was in thzaldome 
to ſathen in the p2iſon of hell. 


Then came a Wy2d, that is to ſap, * 


the Godhead bearing with him a ſlone 
that betokeneth our Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt, 
accozding to the holy Scripture,ſaying, 
Ego ſum Lapis. &c. Jam a ffone. 


[Lhe foule of Chzil 'deſended with the , 


God 


* 7 
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Godhead,and bꝛought with him all man 
kinde ont of the paiſon of hell, therefoꝛe 


ik any of vs bee in the pꝛiſon of deadly | 


finne , touch wer our ſinnes with the 
ſtone, that is to ſap, with the vertue 
of our Loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt, by acknow- 


ledging our ſinnes, and by true contry- 
ſion, and then without doubt the chains 


of our ſinnes, with this ſtone, ſhall ber 
bꝛoken and fall from bs. and the do2cs 
of Heauenly grace, ſhall bee opened, and 
wer ſhall obtaine help and ſaccour in 
the pallaice of heauenlp habitation, 


And if the keeper of the pꝛiſon, that is 


to ſap, the diuell (which 1s the blower 


ok the hone of pꝛide, Lecherie, oz co- 


uetiſe) ſlirre bp any ſinners, then turne 
wee againe toward him mankullp, and 
tate at him the Arrow of fapth in Je- 
ſu Chꝛiſt, by true and vnfayned repen⸗ 
fannce, and without doubt her wall flee 
from vs. 

And then by the orace of Almightie 


God we map obtaine to the pallatte of 


heavenly bliſle, where we ſhall behold 


the Ring of all glozie. Unto the which 
. * vs Lozd Jeſt Chꝛiſt. Amen. 
In ; P. v. 8 


The n of 
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A poote man exalted to digniticys Lake 
admoniſhed not to be vnthanlefull, and 
to render cuill for good. But euen tothe 
moſt ſimple ones to be grateful] for any 
benefit, elſe ſurelie god that giues thee 
this promotion, will make the brutiſh 
creatures of the earth thine enimies, & 
depoſe thee from thy dignity, & he that 
hath helped thee, be he neuer fo baſe, 
may then in fine , haue better fauour 
with god & man then thy ſelfe,where- 
fore be warned of ingratitude, by this 
example, and know thy — God, 
and as friend; 


The 31 Hiſtory. 


Pere dwelt ſometime in Rome 

Za mightie Emperour named E- 
polides. It foztuned on a dap, 
that this Emperour walked into the 
Fdꝛreſt, where hee met ſodainelp with 
a poze man, and ſo ſwne as this Empe⸗ 
our 


7 


| 
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rour ſaw him, hee was greatly moued 


with mercie « ſaide.God friend whence 
art thou. My ſoueraine Lo2d.quod her, 3 


zum pour ſubiect, boꝛne in pour land, and 
now in great pouertie and ne&de. Then 
ſaid the Emperour,Jf J knew that thou 
wert true in euerp thing, J ſhould p20- 


mote thee to great riches , thereloꝛe tell 


me what is thy name. 
Pp Lo2dquod he,J am called Lene 


lous,and J plight pou my troth and true 


ſeruice, and if J do otherwiſe, J ſubmit 


me bnto vou x to all manner of puniſh- 
ment that ve can put me to When the 
Emperour heard this, he pꝛomoted him 
incontinent to great riches, and not long 


_ after that hee made him a Knight 4 ſte- 


ward ok his land. And whe he was thus 
cralted to riches 4 honour, he wared ſo 
pꝛoude, that he deſpiſed both his ſuperi⸗ 
oꝛs and his inferionrs. Not long after it 
befell p this ſteward rode by a Foꝛreſt, 


whereas hee met with the Foſter, and 


charged him that her ſhould make an 


hundꝛeth pits in the ground, and couer 
them ouer with grerne graſſe and ſmall 
bowes, that ik wide beaſtes foztuned to 


goe 
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goe in the foreſt that ſame wap, that 

thep ſhould then fall in, and fo ſhould 

they ber taken and bꝛought to the Em⸗ 
- percur , The Foſter aunſ wered and 
ſapde, Sir as pte haue ſapd it ſhall ber 
done. Not long time after it ſoꝛtuned 
that this Steward rode to this Foꝛreſt 
againe to ſc if thefe pittes were made, 
and as he rod he bethought him how 


werthy a man a how mightie in power 


hie was made, and how alt thing in the 
Emppꝛe obeyed to him, and was ready 
at his will. | 

As hee rode thus thinking, ber fayd to 
himſelfe: There is no God ſane one- 
lie J, and with that hee ſmote his hozſe 
with his ſpurres, and ſodainely he felt 
into one of the depe pittes that her had 
' 82dapned beefoze himſelfe, fo2 the wilde 
beaſts, 4 fo2 the great depenefle there- 
of hee might not arife againe by no ma⸗ 
ner of craft, wherefo:e he languyſhed 
in great perplexitie. And ſtraight wap 
after him came a humgerp Lyon and 
fell in the ſame pittie,and after the Lp- 
on an Ape, and after the Ape a Ser- 
pent When the Steward * thus 


walled with thele thx beaites her was 
greatly moued, and feared much. 
* , There was that time dwelling in the 
Citie a poꝛe man named Guy, that had 


daply he carried ſticks and wod that 
fell from trees and ſuch as he coulo get 
in the Foꝛreſt, and thoſe he bꝛought to 
the market and ſould them, and in this 
wiſe he ſuſtained himlelfe r his wiſe as 
well as he might. i 
It foꝛtuned that this pwꝛe Guys went 
to the foreſt as he was wont, and as he 
tame by the depe pit he heard a man 


cry and ſap.D drere friend what art thou 


fo2 Gods ſake helpe mer, and J ſhall re⸗ 
compente thee ſo well, that thou ſhalt 
euer aftcr be the better. 

When this poze Guy heard that n 
was the voice of a man, he meruailes 
greatly, and ſtode ſtill on the Pittes 
baincke and ſaide, Loe god friend Jam 
come fo2. thou halt called mo. Than 
ſaide the Knight, Deere: friend J am 
Stt ward ofall the C mperours lands, 
- and thus by foꝛtune J am falten into 


te Pit, — hare bee with mee ther 


bealles 
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no god ſaue onely an Aſſe, wherewith 
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beaſtes that is to ſap, a 1 pon, an Ape, 


and an hozrible Serpent. which J feare 
molt of all, and J wot not of which of 


them A ſhall bee firſt deuoured⸗ therefore 
I pꝛay the ſoꝛ Gods ſake get me a long 


coꝛd wher with thou maiſt dꝛaw me out 
of this deepe pit, and J ſhall warranf 


ther to make thee rich in all thing fo2 e⸗ 


uermoze herreaſter, and but J haue help 
the rather, J Gall be deudured of theſe 


beaſts. Then ſaid this pwꝛe Guy J map 


full ill intend to helpe thee; fo2 J haue 
nothing to lite on, but that J gather 
wod and tarry it lo the market to ſell, 


wherewith J am fultapned, nenerthe- 
iefſe Þ ſhall leaue my pꝛetended labour 
and fulfill thy will. and it per reward 


mer not, it ſhall be great hinderance fo 


mine and fo my wife Then the ffeward 
made a great oath and "ſaide; that her 


would pꝛomote him and all his, to xreat 
riches. Then ſaide Guy, it pou will 


fulfill pour pꝛomiſe Jſhatt doe that you 


bid mee. And with that went again / fo 


the Citie and bꝛought with him a long 
rope and came to the pit and ſaid. Sir 
feward, loe,J let downe a rope to the, 


bind 


with, that J may pull ther vp. Then was 
the ſteward glad, and ſaive god friend 


let downe the rope. And with that he caſt 


the end of the rope downe into the pit. 


And when the Lion ſaw that,hecanght 


the rope > held it faſt and Guy dew the 
Lion vp, wening to him he had dꝛawen 
yp the ſteward and when he had ſo done 


the Lion thanked him in his maner, and 
ran to the wode.The ſecond time that 
Guy let downe the rope, the Ape lept. 


to it,and taught it faſt x when her was 


daawen vp, he thanked Guy as he could, 


and ranne to the Wode. The third time 
he let downe the rope and dꝛew bp the 
Serpent, which thanked him and went 
to the wod. The ſteward tried with an 


high voite. O deere kriend now:J am de⸗ 
linered of th2& venemous beaſts, now 


e op. And this pwze Guy let downe 


faſt about the middle, and anone Guy 


dꝛew him vp. And when hir was thus 
holpe out of this _ mY hey ſapde to 


Gy as followeth, 
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binde thy ſelfe about the middle there- 


whe the toꝛde to mee, that J.mayp 


the roße, and the ſteward baund himlelfe 


Came 
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Come to mex at the of the clocke to the 
pallaice, and than 3 ſhall make th& rich 
fo2 euer. This poze Guy reiopſedtherof 
and went home without any reward. 
Than his wife demaunded of him why 
hee gathered no wad. wherewith they 
might line that day. Then tolde he hir 
all the pꝛoteſſe as it befell, how the ſtew⸗ 
ard fell into the pit, and alſo the Lion, 
the Ape, x the ſerpent, that he had made 
in the ſaide foꝛreſt, and how her had hol⸗ 
pen him with a coꝛd, and ſaued him from 
deuouring ofthe thꝛer venemous beaſts, 
and how he ſhould goe to the ſteward 
and fetch his reward on the moꝛtow. 
Uihen his wife heard this, ſhe reiopſed 
greatlp and ſaide. If it ſhall bee ſo god, 
fir ariſe to moꝛrom at a dee houre, and 
gde to the pallaice and receiue pour re⸗ 
ward, that wee may bee comfozted thers 
by. 3 . 
So in the moꝛning Guy ero 51 went 
to the pallaice and knocked at the gate, 
Then came the pot and aſked the 
cauſe of his knocking, J pꝛap the quod 
this Guy, goe to the ſteward and ſap to 
him that here abideth a pwꝛe man at the 
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; gate that ſpake with him peſterday in 


the Foreſt. The pozter went and tolde 


the ſteward as the po:e man had laid. 
Then ſaid the Steward, gor then a- 


gayne a tell him that he lieth, fo2 peſler⸗ 
dap ſpake J with no man in the foꝛreſt, 


and charge him that hee goo away, and 


that J ſ& him there neuer after. The 
poꝛter went forth and tolde poze Guy 
what the ſteward had ſaid, and charged | 
him to goe away. Then was this poze 
Guy ſoꝛrowfull + went home and when 
he was come he tolde his wife how the 
ſteward had ani wered him. 5 
Mis wife comfozted him in all that 
ſhe might, and ſaid. Sir goe pit againe 


and pꝛoue him thꝛiſe. Then on the mo⸗ 


row this Guy aroſe and went to the pa⸗ 
lapte _— pzaping the potter to doe 
d once againe to the feward, 
& aunſwered and ſaide, glad- 
will voe thine errand, but J feare 
mee ſoꝛe that it hall be thy hurt. 
And then went he in and fold the ſtew⸗ 
ard of the comming of the pwze man. 


his errar 


. | When the ſteward heard that her went 
out and all to beate this filly Guy, and 
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loft him in perill of death. Then his wife 
heard this, ſhe came with hir Ale and 
led him home as ſhe might, and all that 
the had ſhe ſpent vpon ſurgions 4 phiſi⸗ 
tions to help him. And when hee was 
perfectly whole he went to the fozreſt as 

be was went, fo: to gather ſticks and 
ſmall wod ſeꝛ his liuing. And as her 
went about in the foreſt, hee ſaw a 
frange Lyon dꝛiuing brefoze him Alles 


that were loden with chaffer and mar⸗ 


chandiſe. This lion dꝛoue foꝛth the Alles 


before Guy, which dꝛead ſoze the Lyon, 


leaf he would have denoured him, ne- 
nertheleſſe when he beheld the Lion bet⸗ 
ter, hee knew well that he was the fame 
pon that he dꝛew out of the pit, This 
Lon left not Guy till all the Altes with 
the Marchandiſe were entred into his 
houſe and than the Lyon dyd him obep⸗ 
ſaunce and ranne to the wwd. 
This Guy obtained theſe fardells, and 
found great riches therein, whrrefoꝛe 
be made to pꝛoclapme in diners Chur⸗ 
thes, if any man had loſt ſuch gods, but 
there was none that challenged them. 
And when Guy ſaw this, he toke the 
gods 


1 


the 
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god 3, bought therewith houſe and land, | 
and ſo was made rich. Nenertheleſle hee 


haunted the foreſt as hee dyd beefoze, 


And after that as he walked in the foꝛ⸗ 


reſt to gather wood, her ſpied the Ape. in 
the tope of a tre, the which bzoke bows 
biiſely with hir teeth and clawes, and 
ew them downe.ſo that in ſhozt time 

Güy had laden his Aſe.And when the 

Ape had ſo done the went hir way , and 

Guy went home. And on the 15155 
Guy went to the foꝛreſt againe, and as 
hee ſat binding his laggots, her ſaw! the 
Serpent that her dꝛew out of the pit 
tame toward him, bearing in his mouth 
a pꝛecious ffone of th2e& toulours, the 
which ſtone the ſerpent let fall at Guies 

feet, x when ſh& had done ſhe killed his 
\ fete and went hir wap. This Guy foke. 
bp the ſtone, and meruapled greatly of 
what verlus it might ber, wherefoze her 
aroſe vp and went to a Jeweller named 
Peter, and ſaide. Deere bꝛother J pꝛap 

ther tell me the vertue of this p2ecious 
ſtone, and J ſhall reward 1 well fo; 
thy labour. ; 
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When this Jeweller had well beholden 
and vnderſtod the nature of the ſtone, 
he ſaid.Gwd friend if thee liſt to (ell thy 
ſtone, I ſhall giue thee an hundzed marke. 
Then ſaid Guy,J will not ſell my one 
till thou tell mer truely the vertues 
thereof. Then ſaid the merchant, wilh⸗ | 
out doubt this tone hath thꝛer vertu, 
the firſt verine is, that whoſoener ca- i 
reth this ſtone vpon him,ſhall haue ioy 
without ſoꝛrow : the ſecond: vertue is, 
thathe ſhall haue plenty without want, 

the third vertue is, he ſhall haue light 
without darkenelſe. And it hath alſo an 
other vertue, that no man may ſell it 
but foꝛ as much as it is woꝛth, and if 
her do the contrarp, the ſtone returneth 

- againe fo the mt owner. 
When Guy heard this,he was right 
£ iopfull, and ſaide to himſelte, in a god 
houre J dzew theſe vealtes ont of the 
pit. 


Pot long after it bertel that this 
Guy by the vertue cf this ſtone was 
made paſſing rich, and bought great 
poſſeſſions and liuelode, wherefoꝛe with 
in a While he was made knight, of 


had knowledge hot ſir Guy had a ſtone 
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At was not long after-the Emperour 


of ſuch 'vertne,wherefoze N fent fo; Dir 


 Guy,comanding him to come to him in 


all halt, and ſo he did. And when ſir Guy 
was come to the Emperour,the Empe⸗ 
ro? ſaid to him.Py friend, J haue heard 
fap that ſometime thon wert in great 
pouertie, and now thou art made rich 


pp the vertue of a little fone, therefoze 


| 30 pꝛay thee that thou ſell mier that fone. 


tell pau the pri of this — i vit 


fir Guy anfwered and ſayd, that may J 
not de. fo2 fo long as Jhane that ſtone, 


JF am fare of iii. things, that is to ſap, 


of ioy withont fozrow, plentie without 


| . AKA light without darkneſſe. 


Nahen the Emperour heard this, he 


had greater deſire to bnx that ſtone then 


he had befoꝛe, and laid to him, Sir Guy, 
of two things thou muſt choſe one, that 


is, thoſe whether thon wilt nahe this 
Empire and all thy kindzed . o2 elle ſell 


mee thy ſtone. Then faid fir G y. 
My Lord, if it muſt nodes be thus, 
be it at pour will, neuerthelelle 3 ſhall 


. 
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pay not therefoze as it is worth, with- 
out doubt it will come to mee againe. 

Than ſaid the Emperour,ſothly J will 
giue ther ſufficient, foꝛ thou ſhall receine 
ok me therefoze a thouſand pound, and 
ſo it was done, ſir Guy recetued the mo⸗ 
nep and went home. On the moꝛrow 
earelp hee opened his cofer found the 
ſtone, and then he& told to the Lady his 
wife how hee had found the ſtone of the , 
Emperour and deliuered it, and how he 
found it againe in his cofer. Then ſayd 
his wile, god ſir in all the haſt pe tan, go 
againe to the Emperour and take him 
the ſtone, leaſt that her ber diſpleaſed , 
and thꝛough mallice repute ſome deceipt 
in bs. | 5 | 
Than went fo:th ſir Guy againe to 
the Emperour and ſapde to him. My 
L.92d peſterdap J ſolde you a ſtone the 
which if it pleaſe pou J would faine ſee. 
The Emperour went fo2 the ſfone fo 
his treaſure and found it not, where- 
fo2e her was right ſoꝛrowfull and came | 
againe and tolde fir Guy how it was 
loft. Then ſapde Dir Guy, Pp Lo2d 
grieue pou not, fo; J tolde pou peſter⸗ 
dap, 
2 
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day that J might not ſell it, but if 1 
had the valew thereof, and yeſterday J 
receiued a thonſand pound of you there- 
foze,and this day J found it in my Co⸗ 
fer againe, and therefoꝛe if 3 had not 
bꝛought pou the ſtone againe peraduen⸗ 
ture pou would haue ſhewed mee pour 
heauie countenaunte, and with that her 
ſhewed fo:th the Stone, whereat the 
Emperour mernailed greatly and ſapd. 
Sir Guy by thy troth that thou oweſft 


to mer, tell mee how thou cameſt by this 
Stone. 


J owe to vou, J ſhall tell pou the very 
troth as touching this ſtone. 

Pour ſteward that is pꝛomoted vp ok 
nought, let make many depe pittes in 
pour Fo2reff, and it feztuned not long 
alter, that he fell downe into one of them 
himlelfe and might not riſe againe foz 


Then laid ſir Guy, By my fapth that 


deepeneſſe of the pit, it foztuned alſo the 


ſame day, that a Lyon, an Ape, # a ſer⸗ 
pent fell into the Pitte with him, at 
which time J was a very poꝛe man, 4 
twke great paines fo2 my lining, x as J 
walked into p fozreſt with mine Ale lo: 
N. iiii. to 
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to gather wode, her tryed fo mer that 4 

ſhould he p him ont of the pit, and ſaue 

him from death, foꝛ there were in the pit 
with him thꝛer venemous beaſts that is 

to ſap, a Lyon, an Ape, and a foule Ser- 
pent, and then her pꝛomiſed mee by his 
woꝛd fo pꝛomote mee and all my kin to 
great riches. And when J heerd that, 3 
was glad, + let downe a long toꝛd vnto 
him, luppoſing to haue dꝛawen him vp. 
and then J haled vp a Lyon, and after 
that an Ape, t then a Serpent, and at 
the laſt pour Steward. 

The Lyon gaue me ten Aﬀes charged 
with marchandiſe, the Ape gane mee as 
much wode as mine Alle might beare, 
k the Serpent gane mee this fone that 

A baue ſold vou, but pour ſteward beate 

mer and wounded mee full foꝛe foꝛ my 

Jod will that J was boꝛne home vpon 
mine Aſſe. 

When the Emperour heard this, his 
heart was greatlie moned againſt the 
ffeward, wherefoꝛe he examined him ol 
that falſe derde, but he was dome and 
would not ſpeake, fo2 ſo much that her 

15 rould not deny y his Pe. | 
Then 
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Then ſapde the Emperour. O thou 
- wyetched creature, bnreaſonable bealts 
as the K pon, the Ape, and the Serpent, 
rewarded him fo2 his god derde, + thou 

that art a reaſonable man hat almoſt 

beaten him to death that ſaued the and 
toke ther out of the pit, thereloꝛe fo2 thy 
falſchod 4 wickedneſſe 7 iudge thee to 
bee hanged this day on the gallows, and 
all thy gods and lands J graunt to fir 
Guy, and alſo J oꝛdaine that Sir Guy 


MY 


ſhall occupy thy place, and be ſteward, 


and ſo it was done.WWhen ſir Guy was 
thus rewarded by the Emperour, and 
made ſteward,he was well berloued of 
euerp man, as long as hex liued, and at 
the laſt ended his lyfe with honour and 
Cod peace. 
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This Emperour beetokeneth the fa- 
ther of Heauen, the pwꝛe man betoke- 
neth euerp man that commeth into this 
wozld;, f&ble and naked from his mo⸗ 
H. b. thers 
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thers wombe , and at the laſt is pꝛomo⸗ 
ted to great riches and wozldly hononr; 
as the Pſalmiſf faith. De ſtercore eri+ 
gens pauperium. God lifteth vp the pot 
man out of the myꝛe, and many ſuch. 
men know neyther God, ne himſelfe, 
but cauſe to wake depe pittes, that is 
to ſap, bnkindeneſſe and mallice they 
oꝛdapne agaynlt ſpmple men, in the 
which pit the diuell cauſeth them oft to 
fall acco2ding to the text in Eccleſiaſticus. 
Boueam qui alteri facit ipſe incidit in 
eam. That is to ſap, who maketh a 
pit fo2 an other man, himſelfe falleth 
therein, which text was well e by 
Mardocheus. | 

This Guy that went daply fo the foz- 
reſt with bis Alle to gather wod beto⸗ 
keneth enery iuſt and godly man, fea- 
ring God in the foꝛreſt of this wolv, 
the wod that Hee gathered, bertokeneth 
his ſimple meaning to line well, that 
he carrpeth on his Alle, which beetoke- 
neth the bodie of man, wherewtth his 
ſoule may iop and liue in the taberna⸗ 
tle of Heauen. And as the Steward, 

the Upon, the Ape, and the Serpent 1 
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fell info the Pit, right ſo when a finfull 
man falleth-into a pit of ſinne. The Ly- 
on of the ſfock of lude (that is IES V 
CHRIST) detendeth with him as of- 
tentimes as the ſinner hath willto come 
to grace, Therefo2e ſaith the Pſalmilf. 
Cum ipſo ſum in tribulatione. That is 
to ſay, Jam with hun in fribulatton, 

This Guy dꝛaweth vp the L pon, that 

is to ſay, Jeſu Chꝛiſt out of the pit by 

the co2d of vertues. Der d2ew vp the 

Ape alſo, that is to ſay , ſontrarte will 

10 reaſon, that might obey to reaſon. 

, Fo2of all maner beaſis the Apeis molt 
lpke to man, right as among all the 
ſtrengths of the ſoule, will ought to beer 
lpkened vnto reaſon, and fo obey rea⸗ 

ſon. Her dꝛew bp alſo a Serpent, by the 

bhich is vnderſfode Repentaunce, fo2 
two cauſes. Fo? the Serpent beareth 

in his mouth venim, and his taile is a 
medicine. Right fo repentaunce bee- 
reth at the beginning bitternefſe to the 
doer, neuerthelelle it is full ſweet and 
medicinable vnto the ſoule at the ende, 

E therefoꝛe euery inft man ſhould dzaw 
to him the Serpent of repentaunce. 

ill. And 
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And at the laſt her dꝛew vp the Steto⸗ 
arde from the pit of ſinne, attoꝛding to 
Chailles ſaying, 


I am not come onely to call the righ- 


teous, but ſinners to repentaunce. 


Allo it is waitten, that Seneca which 
taught an Emperour many lawes and 


vertues of truth, and at the laſt lpke 
as this Steward dyd, ſo dyd this Em⸗ 


peraur ſteke the death of bis maiſter 


Seneca. 


Allo chin gaue power to Iden to 


wozke miratles, like as he dpd to other 

Difciples , neuertheleſſe her betrayed 

him at the laſt. 

Night ſo nob a daies be many chil- 
dꝛen of Behial] which delighteth moꝛe to 


de harme then god, in eſpeciall to them 


that would inſtruct them perkealy both 
ko the ſoule and fo2 the body. 

The Lyon gaue to the inſt and god⸗ 
1 poꝛe man tenne Alles charged with 


Marchandiſe, thaf is to ſay, our Lo2d 


Jefu. Chꝛiſt giueth to enerie righteous 
man tenne commaundements charged 
with bertnes, by the which he groweth 
to the "Og of heauen. A 
The 


* 
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The Ape alſo gatheredhim-wod as off 
as the mit man wozketh the fruites of 
faith. Foz wode boluntarily is p2ofitas 
ble fo2 two thinges, that is to ſap, to 
make fire and to build houſes. 
Right fo perfect charitie heateth the Ans 
gell,accozding to ſcripture ſaping. Qua - 
magis gaudium eſt ange lis, &c. 
That is to ſay. Poꝛe top is among An⸗ 
gels fo2 one ſinner dwing repentaunce 
tt Charitie alſo raiſeth the honſe of hea⸗ 
uen againſt the comming of the ſoule. 
The Derpent alſo gaue him a ffone of 
the diuers conlonrs : the which beto⸗ 
keneth our Loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt, whom we 
ſake by repentaunte. Zherefo:e ſapth 
| ſaint Ierome in the ſecond. table thus. 
Poſt naufragium eſt penetendum. That 
is to ſaye.UUe ſhould repent vs. after 
our treſpaſſe. That Chꝛiſt is the fone, 
may bee pꝛoued by himſelfe ſaying - 
Ego ſum lapis viuus. That is to ſape, 
f IJ am a lining ſfone, Chiſt hath thre 
coulours, which befokeneth. the power 
of the father,the wiſdome of the ſonne, 
and the ** of the holp Ghoſt. 
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Thereloꝛe who ſo map get this ffone 
ſhall haue the Empy2e of Beauen, ioy 
without ſoꝛrow, plenty without anie 
want, and light without darkneſſe. Unto 

which lyght b2ing vs our Lo2d Jeſt 
Chꝛiſt that died (0? all Cnr 


The Argument. 


gf By the natiuitie af; Chriſt proceedeth 
oy full gladne ſſe to the world and ſal- 
with to inadlontie Fer man is Vn 
thankfull vnto GO D contrary to his 
- promiſe made in Baptiſme Wee are 
warned of all worldly tempelles to 
eleaue vnto Chriſt by faith and hope, 
to continue in well dooing and to im- 
pugne the mallice of the Divelt : : the 
Preachers of Gods woord are ſent of 
God ro confound the diaell by found 
_ doctrine and good life: life and N is 
ſet be fore man, we ought then tochooſe 
that life that may be for our r cuerlaſting 


comfort, 
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72 Rome dwelt fometime a mightie 
Emperour named Anſelme, which 
had weddes the kings daughter of leru- 
ſalem, a fapze Lady and a gracious, in 
the ſight of enery man, but ſhe was long 
_ time with the Emperour 02 ſhe bare 
him any Childe, whereſdze the Novles 
of the Empire were right ſozrowfull, be⸗ 
cauſe their Loꝛd had none hep:e of his 
body begotten. Till at the laſt it breſell 
that this Anlelme walked after ſupper, 
in an evening in his garden, and ber⸗ 
thought himſelfe how he had none heire 
and how the king of Ampluy warred 
on him continually foꝛ ſo much as her 
had no ſonne to make defence in bis ab- 
ſcence wherefoze hee was right ſorow- 
full and went to his chamber and flept. - - 
And at the laſt him thought her ſaw a | 
viſion in his fleepe, that the moꝛning 
was moze clearer then it was wont to 
bo, and that the Mone was much moꝛe 
paler on the one ſide, han on the other. 
And _ he ſaw a bird of two colours, 


and 
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and by that bird ſtod two beaſts which 
fed that little bird with hir heate. 
And after that came many moe beaſtes, 
and bowed they2 bꝛeaſtes toward the 
bird and went their way. 
And then tame there diuers byꝛds, that 
ſoung lo ſ wietly and pleaſantly that the 
Emnperour awaked. In the moaning 
earely this Anſclme remembꝛed his vi- 
ſion and wondꝛed much what it might 
ſignifie, wherefo2e her called fo him his 
Philoſopers, and allo the ſkates of his 
Empire, and tolde them his dꝛeame, 
harging them to tell him the ſigniffca- 
ion therof vpon paine of death, x ik they 
tolde him the true interpꝛetation there⸗ 
of, he pꝛomiſed them great reward. 
Then laide they.Dere Koꝛd tell vs: 
pour dꝛeame, and wee thall declare vnto 
pon what it betokeneth. 
Than the Emperour fold them from 
- the beeginning to the ending as it is as 
foꝛeſaid. When the Philoſophers heard ; 
this with glad chere they anſwered and 
ſaid. L oꝛd the dꝛeame that ye ſaw. beto⸗ 
keneth god, for the empire walt be 24 
clearer then it is. N 


| = 


ſ 
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| The Pone that is moꝛe pale on the one 
ide than on the ' othet, beetolieneth-the 
Empꝛelle, that hath loſt part ot hir cou- 
lour thꝛough the conception ot a ſonne 
that che hath conceined. The liktle bird 
betokeneth the ſon that ſher thall-beare. 
The two beaſtes, that fide this bird 
beetokeneth all the wiſe men and rich 
men ok this Empire ſhall obep thy 
ſonne. Theſe other beaſtes chat bow⸗ 
ed theyz bꝛeaſtes to the birde, bertoke⸗ 
neth that manp other nations ſhall doe 
him homage. The By2d that ſoung ſo 
fwetly to this little Bypꝛd, beetokeneth 
the Romaines, which ſhall reiopte and 
ſing,becanſe of his birth. 
Loe this is the verye interpꝛetation of 
pour d2eame. When: the Emperour 
heard this her was right iopfull. Sone 
after that the Empꝛeſſe trauaued in 
childe by2th & was deliuered of à fapꝛe 
ſonne, in whoſe birth was great lop 
made without end. 
| When this King of Ar mpluy heard : 
this, her thought in him ſelfe thus. Loe 
I baue warred TD. the OE 


= * 
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all the dayes of mp life, and now'he# 
$ach's anne de which will t all 
wjonght Againſt his Father when hi 
eqzymeth to full age, therefoꝛe it is bet⸗ 
1 to — and 


be had thus faidg jay tw1lc —— 
Anta ie Emperone — him ta 
haue Peace Men the Emperour ſaw 
chat iche Ring al Ampluy wiote to him 
0 maze 7 feare then fo: lone, hie wrote 
wine to him. that Af; her would finde 
god. and An tent v 3 
f his if 2 ts doe. bim feruice r — 
and to gine him pcrrelp a certaine trp⸗ 
bute he would reteiue him to the peace. 
4 the king had read the tenour 
of the Emperovrs letters, he called his 
Coundaile, paying them to giue him 
tounſaile how he might brſt do as tou⸗ 
ching thie matter. Then ſaid they It is 
god that ver obey the Empereurs will 
and * in all things. 


Foz / 
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Fozin the firſt he deſireth'vf your ſuer⸗ 
ty foz the peace, and ag to this wer an⸗ 
fwere thus. Per haue but a daughter 
and the Emperour buf. a ſonnt, Wher⸗ 
| fore let a marriage b made betwene 
them, and that map ber a perpetuall co⸗ 
nenant of the peate And alſo hie deed 
homage and rents which is god to ful; 
fill. And than the king ſent his meſlenl | 
gers to the Emperoar,faping that he 
will fill his cntent in an things. if it 
might pieaſe his highnelle that his ſonne 
and the kings daughter might die wed» 
ded together. All this pleaſcd well the 
Emperdur, neuertheleſſe he ſent agame, 
that if his daughter were a cleane Urs 
gin from hir birth vnto that dap, her 
would conſent to that marriage. Zhen 
was the king right glad, fo2 his darighs 
ter was acleane virgin. | 
Therefoze when the letters of cduenant . 
t compact were ſealed, the king furnicht 
a faire ſhip, wherein he might ſend his 
Daughter with manp noble Lnightes, N 
Ladies, and great riches vnto the Em⸗ 

8 fo; tu haue his lone in marriage. 
| O.ii. And 
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And when thep were failing in the fea | 
thwatrd. Rome, a ſtozme aroſe ſo ex⸗ 
fremely and ſs heꝛrible that the chippe 
All to bꝛaſt againſt a rocke of ſtone, and 
they were all dzowned ſaue onelp that 
poung lady which firt hir hope 225 hart 
ſo greatip on God, that ſher was ſaued. 
And about th:& of the clocke the tem 
{eſt ceaſed, and the Lady dzoue fozth , 
guer. the waves in thaf b;oken ſhippe * 
which was caſt vp againe, hut an huge 
Whale followed after, ready to deuoure 
both the ſhippe and hir, whcrefoze this 
farre pcùug Lady when night came ſhe 
ſmote fire with a ſtone, wherewith the 
Hippe was. greatly lightericd, and than 
the Mhale durſt not aducnture toward 
the ſhippe foꝛ feare of the light. At the 
tocke crowing this poung Lady was (9 
weary of the great fempelt. and trouble 

of the ſeq, that ſhee ſlept and within a 
little while affcr the fire ſurctaſed, and 
with that came the whale and ered 
this virgin. 
And when the wakened and formd bir 
ſelle ſwallowed bp in the whales belly, 
the ſmot wre, de little while the |, 


wouns 
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wonnded the Whale with a knife in 
many plates, and when the VMhate felt 
himſtife-wonnded, acco2ding to his na- 
fure began to \wim to land, 


tountry an Earle that was a noble man | 
named Pyrris, the which foꝛ his recrea- 
tion walked by the-Oea choꝛe, and as 
her was walking thus, he ſaw mhere⸗ 
as the Whale was comming fowardes 
that tand ; wherefoze hee turned home 
agame, gathered many ffrong men and 
wome d and came thether againe, and 
ſoughk with this Thale, and wonnded 
him ſoze,and as they fmote;the Paiden 
that was in his belly cryed with an high 
vopte and ſayde. 

O gentle friends haue mercy and com- 
paſſion on me, foꝛ J ama knights daugh⸗ 
ter and a true virgin from the houre of 
my by2th- vnto this day, When the 
Earte heard this, her wondꝛed orcattie, 
and opened the fide of the UWhale and 
found the young Lady, and twke hir 
ont. And when ſhe was thus detinered, 
thee told him foꝛthwith whoſe daughter 

thee was, and how ſhe had loft all his 
O. iii. gods 


There was that time dwelling in that 15 
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gods in the Sea, and how ſhee chonld 
haue bene. marryed vnto the Empe⸗ 
rours ſonne. 

And when the Earle heard this he was 
right glad, wherefoze hee comfoꝛted hir 


the moꝛe, and kept hir fill with him 


till ſbe was well refreched. And in the 
meane time he ſent meſſengers to the 
Emperour, letting him to wit how this 
Bnights Daughter was ſaued. Than 
was the Emperour right gladde of hir 
ſafty and comming, and had great com- 


paſſion on hir, ſaying : A god apde 


fo2 the lone of my ſonne thou h ſuffe- 


red much woe, neuertheleſſe if thou bee 
woꝛthy to be his wife ſwneſhall J pꝛoue. 


And when he had thus ſaid, her let bꝛing 


fozth-thz& veſſells, the firſt was made 
of pure Golde well beſet with pꝛeci⸗ 


ous ſtones without and within, full of 


dead mens bones, and therevpon was 
engrauen this poſey. Who ſo chooſeth 
mee ſhall finde that hee deſerueth, |, 

The ſecond veſſell was made of fine 
: Mer, filled with earth and wozmes, 
and the ſuperſcriptton was thus. 


: Who ſo Chooſeth me ſhall finde that his 
nature . 


\ 
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matie deftreth. Che third velfelt. was 
made ot leade, full within ol pꝛertous 
tones, and therevpo n was inſtulyt this 
Who ſo chooſeth mee ſhall finde 
that God hath difpoſed for: him 
Theſe tho vellells the Emperour 
chewed to the Papden and ſayde. Loe 
herre daughter, theſe : ber noble veſlels, if | 
thon choſe one of theſe wherein is pꝛaũt 
, to the and fo other, then ſhalt thou haue 
my ſon And il then choſe that wherein 
is no pꝛoſit to the noꝛ to none other, 
a lothiy thou ſhalt not wed:hine.” | 
When the Pupden faw this, ur ut 
- bp hir hands to God and ſayde. Thou 
| Lo2d which knoweff all things, graunt 
mer grace this honre ſo to choſe, that 
map rrieiue the Emperours ſaune. And 
with that cher berheld the mut befſelt of 
golde which was graven'royally, and 
read this fuperſeriphion; | 
Who to chooſeth mee, &æc. ving 
thns . Though this vellen be full pꝛe⸗ 
crons and made of pure golde, neuerthe⸗ 
leſle know ndt J what is within there⸗ 
cat my ders er ee N Jnob 
ofe NEO Be 
| oh D lis. 


Fad 


© 000 The Hiſtorie of 
And then beehelde cher the ſecond vellell 
that was of pure ſiluer, and read the 
fapercription, Who ſo chooſeth me,ſhall 
finde rhar his nature deſireth. Thinke⸗ 
ing thus with in hir ſelfe, if J choſe 
this veilell, what is within J know not, 
but well J wot inhere ſhall J finde that 
nature deſtreth, and my nature deſireth 
the luſt of the fleſh, and therefoꝛe this 
veffell will J not chwſee. 
When ſher had ſcene thoſe two vellells, 
and giuen an aunſ were as touching to 
them, ſhe beheld the „ lead, 
and read the ſuperſcriptiõ, Who ſo choo- 
ſeth me, ſhall finde that Goc bath diſpo- 
fed, Thinking within hir ſelfe this veſ- 
fell is not paſſing rich, ne thozonghlte 
pꝛetious, neuertheleſſe the ſuperſcripti- 
on ſaith who'ſo choſeth mer, ſhall finde 
that God hath: diſpoſed,4withoutdoubt 
God neuer diſpoſed any: harme, there- 
foze as now J will choſe this veſſell, by 
the {cate of God. 
- When the Emperour aw this bee laid, 
E. gd Mapden, open thy veſſell, fo: it 
iz fin of pꝛettous Stones , and ſe if 


Ea haſt well 1 -02 no. And ai 
is 
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his pong Lady had opened it, che found 
it full of fine gold and pꝛetious Stones, 
3 as the Emperour had ſozetold hir 


And then ſap the Emperdur. O my 
dere daughter, bertauſe thon hall wile- 
lie choſen, thercfo2e ſhalt thou wed mp 
fon. And when he had ſo ſaid, her oꝛdai⸗ 
ned a marrpage, and wedded them to⸗ 
gether with great ſolempnitie, and much 
2 and ſo cont inued to 5555 liues 
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# 


This Emperour betokeneth the fa- 
ther of heauen, the which was long time 
without a naturall Sonne, wherefoze 
many men were in daunger of periching 
in heil. tp 
The Empiiſſe conceiued twhen the 
- Angell Gabriel! ſapde. Loe thou ſhalt 
tonteiue and beare a Childe. And than 
the firmament began to cleyre when this 
le — ine * woꝛld wy 
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is dy2fh . The Mone that biegn fo 
-ware pale when the face of the Uirgm 
Mary, was ouerſhadowed'by vertne of 
the grace of the holy ghoſt, and not one- 
Ip hir face was thus ſhadowed, dut alſo 
hir body , fo? ſhee was contriued with 
thiide as an other Woman , whereſo:c 
loſeph world haue fozſaken bir pꝛiinlie 
und gone awep. The kittie byꝛd that 
tame from the one ſide of the Mone be⸗ 
tokeneth our Lo2d Jefu Chꝛiſt, which 
at midnight was bone of our Ladie, 
w2apped in clothes, and laide in an Dre 


tall. 
The two beaffes beetokeneth the 
Dre and the Alle that Ioteph bought 
twith him, which W him in his 
bp2th . Thele other beaſtes that tame 
from far, bertokeneth the heards in the 
field, to whome the Angelt faide thus. 
Ecce nuncie. vobis gaudunn magnum. 
Loe, 3 ſhew to pou great iop. . 
The birds that ſung ſo f Wirtlie, ber⸗ 
tokeneth the Angelis ef Heaurn which 
ſong at his birth this ioyfult ſong, Glo⸗ 
ria in exceſcis. Jop to Gy ny _—_ 


dente tr wen * 
* 


* 


* 


, 
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againſt the E 
mankinde, that was contrarie to God 
as long as he was in the diuels power. 
But immediatelie when our Lo2d .Jes 


ſa Chziſt was boꝛne, her bowed himſeile 
to God, and beſought him ol peace when 


hee receiued his baptim, ſoꝛ at dur bapti⸗ 
ſing we pꝛomiſed to dꝛam only to god, 
and fozſake the diuell and all his pomps. 


This King gaue his daughter in mar 
riage to the Emperours ſonne. Right 
ſo each of vs ought to giue his ſoule in 
-marriage to Gods ſonne, fo! her is al- 
waies ready to receiue our ſoule, to his 


ſponſe actoꝛding to the ſcripture ſaying 


thus. Deiponſabo ipſum nuhi, J will 


ſponſe hir to me. But oꝛ the ſoule may 


tome to the pallaice of heauen, hir ber⸗ 


houeth to ſaile by the Sea of this woꝛld 
in the Shippe of god life, but often- 


times there aryſcth a Tempeſt in the 


Dea, that is to ſay , trouble of this 
Molde, the temptation of the fleſb, 
and the ſuggeſtion + the Diucll, arp⸗ 
ſeth ſgdainely and dz 2olpneth the vertues 


that the Soule receaneth in Baptiſme, 


neuer⸗ 


n 
The king of Amply which held war 
mperour, bertokeneth all 
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| 'nevertheleſe pet falleth ſhe not ont of 

-the Shippe of Eharitie, but keepeth hir 

felfe ſurely © therein by faith and hope. 
Fo? as the Apoſtle faith Spe al fats 
lumus. Bp hope wee bee And. . 
Foꝛ it is impoſſible to be ſaued without 
Hope o2 Fapyth The great Whale that 
followed the Maiden betokeneth the di 
nell, which by night and by day lyeth 
in a way to onercome the Soute by 
Anne, therefoꝛe doe wee as did the Pai- 
den, ſmyte we fire of Charitie and lone, 
aut of the lone, that is Chꝛiſt, accoꝛding 
to this ſaping: Ego ſum Lapis. J am a 
Stone. And certainely- the >inell hall 
haue no power to grieue bs. 

Many men began well as dyd the may⸗ 
den, but at the laſt they be weary of their 
god wozkes,and ſo ſlerpe they in ſinne. 
And anone when the Dinell perceineth 
this, her denovreth the ſinner in cuiit 
thoughts, delights,confent and wozke. - 
Thereloꝛe if any of vs feele our ſelues in 
fach lpfe vnder the power of the dinell, 
tet him doe .as the Maide dyd,ſmite 
the dinell with the knife of bitter tance | 

unce 
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' tance, than kindle the fire. of charitie, 
and without doubt he ſhall caſt the on 
the lande of god life, ee. 
5 Earle that came with hisfrwants 
ſlay the Whale,betokeneth a diſcreet 
Pzeacher, whivh dwelleth beſide the 
ſea, that is to ſap,bgſide the world, and 
not in the wozld, that is io ſap, not 
d2awing to wo: :lolp delectation, but +: 
uer is ready with god wozdes of holy 
ſcripture to fly the diuell and to .deſtray 
his power: wer muſt all cry with an 
high voice as did this Papden, know⸗ 
ledging our ſinnes, and then ſhall we 
be deliucred from the diucll, and nauri⸗ 
ſhed with vertues exerciſe, + 
The Emperour ſheweth this Papden 
the veſſels, that is to ſap, God puttcih 
befoze man life and death, god and endl, 
t which of theſe that he choſeth he wall 
obtaine.Therefo:e ſaith Sampſon: An 
te hominem mors & vita, Death and 
life is ſet befozx man, choſe which 
him liſt. And pet man is bneertaine 


boze death. 


whether he be worthie to 2 * 
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By the firſf-veſſell or Gold füll of deb 
mens bones, wer ſhall vnderſtand ſome 
wozldlp men both mighlie men and r ch. 
L * ar 'Y ſhine as Gold in 
ches pomp! of this world. 
Neulerthetenr within they Lee full of 
dead mennes bones that is to ſape, the 
worties that they haue wꝛought in this 
wo21d bene dead in the ſight of God tho⸗ 
rough deadly. nne. Therefoze if any 
man che fich life he call haue that he 
delerüeth, that ia to lap, hell. And ſuch 
men be like Tombes that be white and 
ropally painted and araped without and 
touered with cloth of gold and ſilk; but 
within there is nothing but dꝛy bones. 
By the ſetond vellelol Siluer, we ought 
to vnderſtand ſome nffices + wife men 
of this woꝛld which ſhine in faire ſpeech 
but Within they be fun of wozmnies and 
earth, that is tb ſap; their faire ſpeech 
ſhall aniifle them no moe at the dap of 
iudgement than woes of carth, and 
peraduenture leſle, [02 then ſhall they 
ſuffer euerlaſting paine, if they dre in 
deaoly ine. — 


By 
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By the third veſſell of leade full of gold 
and pꝛetious tones, we onght to vnder⸗ 
and a ſimple life and all pwꝛe, which the 
choſen men choolk. that they may be wed⸗ 


beare with them precious lones, that is 
10 ſaye, faith and hir/fruttftifl wokgp, 


pleaſing of God: by the which at the 


iudgement day they bee efpouſed to aur 
Lo2d Jelu Chailt and obtame the heri⸗ 


de that — * Tralle:Amon, a 


Ct Van by Pophiſine rata ro lee b in 
tlie feate of God, and for lake the dmeR, 


Chriſt forroweth for out ling, he requu- 
reth durifull ſeruice ofvaat vi. ſcuerall a. 


des, but we ate al wales vnready for hun, 


yet the mercy of God is e 
wards vs;that he {pareth vs cuen til the. 


laſt age of man, 5 if chen 


ded to dur bleſſed Lo2d Jeln Chrilt by 
humilitie and obevſance, and ſich mex 


tage of heauen, vnto the which being vs. 


- 
_— 7 —e— . ——̃ — — 


Woe 
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ve repent vs & call for grace, beltuing 
in his mercies, hee will receiue vs into 
the throne of his PRICE 
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Ometlme.i in Rocks there dwelt a 
8 mightie Emperour named Calopo- 
du; which toke a fame Ladp to his 
mike, they were not long together 
but that this Empzelle conceiued c bare 
him a ſonne, a godly childe.and a lapꝛe, 
when he was of age, he was ſet to ſchole. 
And when he came to twenty peeres of 
age, he dcfired his F athers heritage, 
raping. Dere. father, pœ are an olde 
man z map not gouerne your Empy2e, 
thereloꝛe if it pleaſe pon to gine it mee, 
it (hail be. to pour p2ofit. Then aunſ⸗ 
ivered the Emperour and ſaide.' Dere 
ſonne, 4 dꝛead me loꝛe that when the 
Empyze is in thy power thou wilt not 
fulfill mp will ne my deſire. 

Then aunſwered the Empꝛeſſe ( fo2 ſo 
much as ſhe loued hir ſonne better then 
hir hul band) and ſapde. Py Lozd 1 | 

e 
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wer that may not bir, fa thou hack but 
one lonne, thereloꝛe as J belcue he will 
fullill thine intent in all thing, this Em⸗ 
pire may helpe him well, and therefoze 
it is beſt not to graunt him the Empire. 
Then anſwered the Emperour e ſaide. 
2 will firſt haue of him a letter obligas 
tozy,that whenſoeuer he doth any thing 
againſt my will, that then J ſhalt-de- 
pꝛiue him of the Em 2 e without any | 
| withilanding, | 75 
The ſonne a this, and iet 
make the obligation, and ſealed-if, And 
when this was done, this pong Empe⸗ 
: rour waxed ſo pꝛoud, that hes tegred: tes 


harme.: But euer his father cufferedit 
paciently.fo2 he would notbe-corected 
by no man. Till at the laſt there fell a 
great dearth in the Empire, o that mas 
ny men dped fo2 want of fode, This 
old Emperour was; all alone himſelfe 
and bergan to haue nerde, whereloꝛehe 
went to his ſonne foꝛ to haue ſome ſub⸗ 
ſfaunce mhich his ſonne ROD 
lulfered: kw a tune. Rp 
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uf Within thvzt-time his father began 
to ware ſicke wherefoꝛe her called his 
fonne, and pꝛayed fo him to giue him a 
' dzavght of mult. His ſonne anſ wered 
and ſaide. That will J not doe, w my 
malt is not god ſoꝛ pour complection. 
Then ſaide the Empercur, J pzap the 
fonne giue me a d2avght of thy wine. 
Mis fonne anſwered and ſajde, that her 
Would haue none, foꝛ mp wine is not 
pet fined if J touch it, it will trouble; 4 
Etherfoze J will not bꝛoch it till it bee 
cliere and ſined. Then ſaide his father, 
Bine mee ſome of the ſecond konne 
Chat will J not do, id he, foꝛ that wine 
is paſſing mightp + Urong, t ſuch: wine 
is not god foꝛ a ſicke man. Then his fa⸗ 
ther pꝛaied him hartelp foz a dꝛaught orf 
the fourth tonne. Then aunſwered her 
And ſaid, thereof: get ye none, fo? it is 
keble and without any ſuſtentation, and 
wine is not god ba pou; foz it is 
5 not tomfoꝛtable. 
Tbhpen ſaid his father, noln gwd forme 
Kine mie then ot the fift tonne. T hat will 
I pot quod he fo2 that tonne is full of 
les 92 bꝛegges, aud ſuch is not ſoꝛ men ö 
noz 


ſ 


without any withfaping. When the 
Ving heard this her called themperours 
ſonne fo'anſwere his father. And when 
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' md? bnnethes fo} hogges.When his fas 
ther ſaw hie might get nothing of him, 
aͤnd after was as hole as euer he was, 
then went her to the king of leruſalem 
and made his complaint of his ſon, and 

ſhewed him the letter obligatozy which 


his ſonne had made, wherefoze his fa⸗ 
ther might put him out of the Empyꝛe 


he came he could not aunſ were to his 
father with no reaſon, wherefoze the 


Ring put him from his Empire, and ſea⸗ 


ſed his father therein againe, and ſo he 


: continued all the dates of his lite. 
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This Emperour betokeneth our loꝛd 
Jeſu Ch2ilt; acco2ding to the Pſalmilk, 
Þe& is thy father thathath the in pol⸗ 
ſeſſion and made ther of naught. The ſon 
bretokeneth man, to whom her gane all 
the Empire of this 'wozlo,arcozding: fo 
the ſcripture, LA Jt 


P. i ü. Cana 
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Celum celi domino, &c. That is to ſay, 
Yeauen he hath giuen our Lo2d,and 


carth to man. Pankinde made an obli⸗ 


gacion vnta our Lo2d Jeſu Chꝛiſt when 
he receiued the ſacrament of Baptiſme, 
Where hie pꝛomiſed him ſurely to ſerue 


him truelp, and to fo2ſake the diuell and 


all his pomps and bainegloꝛ p. 
This Emperour bergan to ware ſicke 
on à dap, that is to ſap, our Lo2d 


Jeſu Chaift is tronbjed as oftentimes 
as a Chailtion man ſinneth and bzeaketb 


his commanndements, wherefoze hee 


 thiilteth. greatly the help of our ſoule, 


and than he al ked a dꝛaught of the firſt 


tonne, that is to ſay, he aſketh of man 


his firlf age of his childhode te be ſpent 
in his ſeruite But incontinent the wick- 
ed man anſwereth and ſaith. 

JF map not doe, ſo.fo2 my childhwde is 
muſtie, hat is to ſap, it is ſo tender 
and ſo poung, that it may not attempt 


ſa ſone to ſerve God, which is manifeit⸗ 
ly againſt the truth, foꝛ the Child of one 
day is not without ſin. Foz ſaint Gre- 
gory in his dialogues ſaith, the childzen 


" b. 8 of age Fon ont fiends wry 
8 


5 


\ 


| fwered the wicked man and faith, that 


mull of his childel 


and if her did, her Gould becanſe of his 
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the boſomes of their fathers. And when 
God feeth that hee map not haue of the 


de, than deſireth he 
ond tonne Then an⸗ 


the wine of the feto 


his wine is not pet cleere inough, that 


is to ſap. her is not apt to ſerue God. 


And when God map not haue of the ſe⸗ 
tond tonne, then afketh hie of the third 
tonne, that is to lap, of the third tonne 
of his pouth. Then anſwereth the wic 
ked man andgſayth,the wine is'ffrong 
= mightie, and therefoze dis youth 
ought to bie ſpent absut vertuous dads 
in the world, and not in god life which 
ould make him feeble and weake. 
When God fe&th that he may not haue 
ok this tonne, than aſked her the fourth 
konne. 8 

And than ant wered the wicked mart 


and fapth , that aged men is fable and 


map not falt, ne do no hard repentance, 


owns death. And then afked our Lo2d 


bl the fift tonne, that is to ſap of his old 


age when her doth-creepe and may nat 
doe Withont a ſtaffe, 
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But the wicked man exenſeth -himſelte 
and ſapth, that this wine is ferble to 
giue ſuch a ferble man, foꝛ if hee Gould 


faſt one dap, it were time on the mozow 4 


to make his graue. 

And when our Lo2d reeth that he may 
not haue ol the fift tonne, than aſketh 
hee ol the ſirt tonne, that is to ſap, when 
© man is blinde and may nat goe to ſin 


winck, hat i is to lap, the help of his ſoule, 
But the wꝛetched man lying, in dil⸗ 
paire ſaith. Alas alas to me, becauſe F 
ſerued not almightie God mp maker e 
redemer , here in times paſt while A 
was in pouth 4 in pꝛoſperitie, but now 


there is nothing leſt but onely the les 


and the dꝛegges of all w2etchednelle, 
therefoze what ſhall it auayle mer now 


to turnetowardGod. But fo? hs men 


we ſhouldlament . 

Neuertheleſſe god is ſa mercifull, that 
though her might haue no ſernice of man 
in all his time, yet is he content to 
haue the les of. his tonne, that is to 
ſay, his god will. though he may not 
lerue * otherwiſe, and ſo ſhall hisgod 

wi 


ö 
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will ſkand him in ffede of penifent life, 
Foz in what boure the finner doth re⸗ 
pent him he ſhall be ſaued, as Ezechnell 
witnslleh, But there bee many that will 
ue no wine ne none other hn to him, 
wherefoze god ſhall complaine-t vnta the 
King of Jeruſalem, that is ta ſap, to his 
Godhead at the iudgment dap, and then 
as her is God and man, ſhali he gie a 
fentence defenſible againſt ſuch men, ſap⸗ 

ing. Efurim & non dediſtis, &Cs 
J haue hungred, and pe gaue mens 
meat, 1 haue thirſted, and pre gaue mer 
no dꝛinck. Loe. thus ſhall her rehearle to 
the the fruits of Faith. 
And when this is done then ſhall they 
be put fo euerlaſting paine, and the inff 
men into enerlaſting bliffe, where they 
ſhall haue ioy without ende. Unto the 
| | wan bing vs aur Lozd Jo cu 
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Man being ans by chen,; che : 
world refaſcth to doe for him cal 
the God-head of the heavenlie Fa- 
ther, bearing an earneſt affection 
vnto him did eſpouſe him and im- 
brace him within the boſome of in- 
ward & entire loue, aduẽtured what 
he might to ſet mankindeat liberty, 
yet grudgeth the world that wee © 
ſhould alway ſerue our God & for- 
fake the world, therefore to eſchew 
all ſnares thereof, wee arc caught in 


this nen a 


e 


TH Rome dwelt ſometime a mightie 
.Emperour named Antony, -bnder 
Whoſe raigne the Rouers on the Dea 
had taken pꝛiſoner a mighty mans ſon 
of an other Region, and bꝛought him to 
the Emperours pꝛiſon-bering bound. 
When this pong man was thus in pꝛi⸗ 
ſon.he incontinent wrote to his ** 
02 


) 


7 
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fo2 his raunſome, but his father would 


no raunſome pop, ne none other thing 


ſend to comfo2t bim 

This when his ſonne heard he wept 
ſoze and might not be comfo2ted fo2 th 
vnkindeneſſe of his father. 

This Emperour had a faire daughter 
which viſited | every dap the pꝛiſoner, and 
comfozted him as much as ſhe might; 
To whom the pꝛiſoner aunſ wered and 
ſayd. PIT. 

Yow ſhall I be merry,o2 how map J 
toy, thus fo2 to lie faſt bound in p2ifon 
from the ſight of man, « notwithſtand- 
ing this, it greneth mee moꝛe that my 
father will not pay my ranſome. 
When this Payden heard this, ſhe 
was moued with pittie and ſaid. Deere 
friend J am ſo2rp foꝛ thee, neuertheleſſe, 
if thou wilt graunt me one thing, 1 


ſhall deliver ther from this anguiſh and 


paine.What thing is that quod hee. 
That thou wilt take me fo2 thy wife. 
Then ſaide the pꝛiſoner, J pꝛomiſe vou 
ſurely to fulfill pour intent and deſire , 
and fo2 the me — J plight you 


my kroch. 
Pb, - When 
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When he had ſo done, it was not long 
after the Damoſell delpnered him out 
of pꝛiſon, and fled away with him home 
to his fathers honfe . Mhen the father 
faw his fone and the maiden together, 
der aſked the tauſe why her bought the 
mayden with him. 

Then ſaid his ſonne. Sir, this Damo⸗ 
elf deliuered mee out of pꝛiſon, there ⸗ 
fore thee ſhall bee mp Mife. Then ſayd 
his Father, J will not conſent that ſhe 
Gall bee thy Wife , foꝛ two reaſonabie 
tauſes, which I ſhall fwzthwith thew 
the. 

The firſt is this, it is not 3 
to the that the Emperour hir Father 
might haue hadde foꝛ thy delinerannce 
great fopfon of riches, and foꝛ as much 
as ſhe was vntrue to hir owne Father 
true to tha, it ſeemeth-well that thou 
wouldſt not truſt long in hir, foꝛ who 
is falſe to hir owne Father, by reaſon 

ſhould bee very falſe and bntrew te an 
other man. The ſecond reaſon is this. 
The tauſe why ſhe delinered ther 
out of paiſon, was neyther fo2 pittie 
— as lone , but 1 carnall-luft 2 
j 
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thee had to ther. Fo? at thy deliuerance 
thee made coueriant with the to ber thy 
wife, and had of the thy troth, & how 
foe ſonne (ſapth he) it is not reaſon 
that ſhe ſhould be thy wie. The maiden 
anſwered to this queſtion end ſapd. 

As fo2 the firſt reaſon that thou lapeff 
' againſt me that J ſhould be — to 
mp Father, that is falſe,fo2 mp Father 
hath plentie of riches, and thy ſonne is 
but po2e,. and therefoze J holpe him fo: 


uertheleſſe thou 5 art his Father would 
not pap his raunſome that he might be 
deliuered out of pꝛiſon. 

o foꝛ this cauſe J haue deliuered bim, , 
| therefoze J am kinder to him then thou 
that art his owne father, and he is moze 
beholding to me then to ther. | 
* Unto that other reaſon, whereas thou | 

ſapſt that J delivered him becauſe of 
carnall luſt.3 anſwereand ſap plainely 
that it is no troth. 

F oꝛ all manner of carnall loue i is tauſe 
of ſtrength oz elſe of faireneſſe, but thy 


ſon is not ſfrong, fo2 his impꝛiſonment 
wy done away his ſtrength. * 
| | "oY 
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ve is not faire, fo2 by the paine that 
be hath had inpꝛilon hee is bꝛought low 
and vnluſkly to the fight, and therefoze 
pittie onely moued me to delpuer him 
and not carnall luſt. 
Then fayd the ſonne bnto his father 
Deere Father fo2 as much as J was in 
perill of death, and wꝛot vnto'thee that 
thou wouldeſt pay my raunſome that I 
might bee delinered, and thon wonldeſf 
not help me, but this damſell of hir gen- 
ttencſle & fo? pittie hath ſaued mee from 
death, k deliuered mer ont of pꝛiſon, and 
therfoꝛe ſothly ſhe ſhall be my wife, there⸗ 
fo:e foꝛthwith he married hir with great 
r oy _ ended * 2 


% 
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hy 


Dare friends this Emperour be 
tokeneth the Father of Beaten . The 
voung man which was taken with the 
Pirates of the ſea bertokeneth all man⸗ 
kinde, which was taken with the dinell 
by the ſinne of our fozefather Adam, 
and 


and was caſt into the pꝛiſon ol hell with 


* 
7 


Geſta Romanottim. 111 


great ſoꝛrom and paine. 

His father would not ranſome him, that 
is to ſap, the wozlv-would doe nothing 
fo him. 

This faire daughter betokencth the 
godhead which came down from heauen 
and toke manhode of the Uirgin Ma- 
ry, and ſo made a ghoſtly marriage bee- 
tweene him and man. And vppon this 
tondition he deliuered mankinde out ol 
this pꝛiſon of bell, when hee came from 
heauen 4 penn] the tellawſhip of Ans 


ched valley of tees. But the father 
that beetokeneth the woꝛld, grudged e- 
ver againſt him, and would not ſuffer 
that the ſoule of man ſhould beecome the 
ſponſe of Jeſu hꝛiſt.but that ſhe ſhouid 
alway ſerue him and ſhould fozlake 
our Lo2d. 
Therefoze if we follow the woz2ld: and 
his vanities, tertain ip we ſhall fall in 
fo the ſnare of the diuell. From the 
which defend vs our blelſed Daulour. 
Aan nn "YE 
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"The Argument, | 


« Ir 18 the aCilnce of God wb n. no man 
ſhall labour for worldly-· promotion by 
couetuouſneſſe and falſehood. Man for 
his firſt: franſgreſſion ſhould haue been 
adiudged to perpetuall torment in hell, 
Hall tet the ſonne of God voluutari l/ 
offered himſelfe to the death, to ſaue 
mankinde & deſtroy ſathan his enimy, 
ſo that thereby he might place hum in! 
the habitacle of Heatenly . euet- 
. e 7e 


Toe 2 v Hiſtoie, 0 


noble Emperour of great linelod- 
named Alexander, the which a⸗ 
boue all vertues loned the vertne 

of bountie, wherefoꝛe hö oꝛdained a 
law fo2. great curioſitie, that no man 
under paine of Death ſhonld turne a 
Plapte in his diſh, at his meate; but 
onely cate the white ſide and not the 
blacks 


S Dinette in Nome there dwelt * 
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- blicke, and if any man would affempt 
to do the contrarp,he ſhould dye with- 
out remedy,butoz he died he ſhould afke 
thzxe requeſtes of the Emperour what 
him liſt. ( except his life ) which thould 
bee gravnted him. 
It befell after on a dap that there came 
an Earle & his ſonne of affrange toun⸗ 
try to ſpeake with the Emperour. 
And when the Earle was ſet at meate, 


her was ſerued with a Plaice, and hee 


which was hungry and had an apetite 
to his meat, after he had eaten the white 
ſide, her returned the blacke ſide and be- 
gan to eate thereof, wherefoze ſtraight 
way hee was accuſed to the. Emperour 
__— her had offended againſt the 
w 
Then ſaide the Emperour.Let bim 
dye acco2ding to the law without any 
delap. When the Earles ſonne heard 
that his father ſhould dye immediately 
he ſat him downe on both his knos be⸗ 
foꝛe the Emperour and ſaide. O my re⸗ 
uerend 1 oꝛd, foꝛ his lone that dyed vp⸗ 
on the Croſſe. let me die foz mp fathers 
Then ſaide the Emperour. I 
It 


— 
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It pleaſeth- me well that one die, fo the \ 
offence of the law. FEE 
Then laid the Earles fonne; fith. it is 
fo that J chall die. J afke- the benefites 
of the law, that is to ſay,that J may 
haue thꝛer petitions graunted, oz J dye. 
The Emperdur aunſwered and ſapde. 0 
aſke what thou wilt, here wall no man 
Then ſaide this poung Bnight. Py 
ain haue but one daughter the which 
I defire of your highneſle that cher may 
lie with me a night;o2 J die. The Em⸗ 
perour granted, though it were againſt 
his will in fulfilling of his law. 
_ -»  Neuertheleſſe this knight deflow2ed 
hir not as thatmight,Therefoze pleaſed 
hee greatly the Emperour. The ſecond 
petition 1 Is this,J ac ke all thy treaſure. 
And immediatlip the Emperone graun⸗ 
ted beecauſe her ſhonld not bee called a 
breaker of his owne law. | 
And when this Earles forme had recet- 
ned the Emperdurs treaſure,he-impars 
ted it both to poꝛe and rich by meancs 
whereof he obtained d their god wills, 
Py third PO 6 this, JF aſke my 
= Low / 


- 


_ * atcuſehim.When the Carles fonne ſaw 
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| Todd that all their eyes map be put out. 


incontinent which ſaw my -father eas _ 


ting of the blacke plaice. Wherefoze the 
Emperour let make inquiſition imme⸗ 

diatly who it was that ſaw the Earle 
turne the blacke Plaice, And they that 
ſaw him turne the plaite bethought them 
and ſaid within themſelues. Af we know 
ledge that we ſaw him do this treſpaſſo , 
then ſhall our eres be put out, and 8 

foꝛe it is better that we hold vs ſtülll. 
And ſo there was none found that wonld 


this he ſaid to the Emperour.Pp Lo2d 
quod he;pee ſe that there is no man ac 
cuſeth my father, therfoze giue ye right; 
full iudgement. Then ſaid the Empe⸗ 
rour, Foꝛ as much that no man will 
knowledge that they ſaw him turne the 
platce, therefoze J will not that thy fas 
ther hall die. 
Loe thus the forme ſaued his fathers 

lite, and after the deceaſe of the Empe⸗ 
rour married his daughter. 
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Dre friendes,this Emperour beto3 
kunechithe father of heauen. which oꝛdai⸗ 
ned a law, that no man ſhoulo turne the 
blacke ſive of the Plaite, that is o ſay, 
there ſhould no man labour foz riches 
d pꝛomotion by couetouſneſſe and falle- 
hod. 
The carte that came fo the Emperour, | 
| betokeneth Adam our foꝛe father, which 
came out of the land ef Eden, to the 
Court of 'araciic, and turned bp the 
blacke fide of the Plaice when hecateof 
the Apple,wheretoze he ſhould haue ben 
contenapned to euerlaſting death, 

But his ſonne that bertokeneth our 
1020 Jeſu Chꝛiſt.oꝛ he toke ficſh of A. 
dam, andpeferred himſelſe v2luntarily 
to die fo2 him. The Father of Heauen 
graunted that her ſhould goe downe to 
dye fo2 mankinde. e 
Heuerthole ſſe 02 her died he aſked ther 
petitions of his father of Heauen. The 
fir was this, that her might haue by 
him his daughter which betokeneth the 
Soule of man, and being hir with him 
into the boſome of heauen, accozding * | 

I, the 


\ 
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the woꝛds of Oſer ſaping. 
De pon ſobo eam mihi. That i is fo ſap, 1 
thall wed hir to my wife. | 
Che ſecond petition was this, all the 
weronts treaſure- which betokeneth 
the treaſure of Beaten.acco22ing to this 
ſcripture. Sicur diſpoſuit milu pater. 
That is to ſap, lpke as mp father hath 
diſpoſed foꝛ mer, ſo J diſpoſe feꝛ vou. 

The third petition was this. that al 


their cies ſhonld ber put out, that is te 


ſap, that the diuell which daply accuſeth 
man might bee put from the light of yes 
uenly grace. 

And thus ſaned he mankinde and led 
him up with him vnto the Pellapte of. 
Heauen. Unto the which pallaice bang 
vs sur * Lo2d JO UE * 


The Argument, 


q The ether of heatict of ben meere grace 
| promiteth ſome poore inenzraifing them 
trom the dult to fit amorigſt Princes. 


Qui. 


| The Eiſtorie 4 


Bur extolling themſelues without regard 
of gods goodneſſe, they are made abies 
2 vnto hun, the diuell workech deceipt in 
bus members,againſt the godly, Chriſt 
came done trom heauen to miniſter 
the water of eternell life vnto man, and 
by his death and paſſion to reume our 
ſloules, {which An were dead) vito 
oe” the. time Ry” f eternal lelcnte. | 


— 
— 1 
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N Bens thire dwelt ſometime 
A mightie Emperour named Le» 
micus, which on à tap rode to 
a foꝛreſt to diſpo2t him, where- 
as hie met ſodainelp with a poꝛe man 
to whome her ſaide thus. Friend whence 
tommeſt thou, and who art thou. 
Sy Lopd quod he, J come from the nert 
Cittie, and pour man J am. Then 
ſaide the Emperour, thou ſeemelt poze, 
thereloꝛe if thou wilt ber god and true 
I ſhall ppm the to 1 riches and 
Than 
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and all thoſe that were conſenting fs 
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"Than ant wered the pwꝛe man and 
ſayd. Pp 2.02d J pꝛomiſe you 1 . 
ta ber frue to vou as long as J line. 
The Emperour anone made him knight 
and gaue htm great riches. When hee 
was thus pzomoted,hee waxed ſa p2ond 
that hee thought him ſeiſe moꝛe able fo 
be an Emperour then his Noꝛd, where⸗ 
foꝛe he made ſuggeſtion to dinerſe Lozds. 
of that Emppꝛe that hee might vſurpe, 
and take vppon him through fkrength of 
them to ber Emperonr.When-the Em⸗ 
peronr heard this, anone her exiled him 


him, fo that they lined abies in great 
w2etchednelfe and ſoꝛrow, and than the 
Emperour ozdayned other men in their 
ſteedes, and gaue them all the paſſeſſions 
of the traptozs. 

And when the baniſhed men heard that: 
ſtraungers had taken polleſſion of their 
lands and gods, anone they conſppꝛen 
againft them, and though treafon res 
po them to a banquet. 7 
nd they as. innocents thinki pan 3 
d treaſon, came at the day 4 


of 


Qi. 


which 


thereloꝛe 3 ſhall gine you god counſell 
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which were poyſoned wherefoꝛe as ma⸗ 


ny as taſted of that vice dyed inrontis 
nent. 5 


when the Emperour heard this, her 
was greatly. moued, and afſembled his 
tounſell, to wit what was beſt to be done 


pk this treaſon and of their death. Than 


ſaid the Emperours ſonne. Py Lo2d 4 
am pour ſonne and ye be my Father, x 


and pꝛofitable to all men. 


Not farhence is a little nation wherein 
dwelleth a fapꝛe Payden and a gract- 


ous in the ſight of enerte man, which 
had an oꝛchard wherein is a well, the 
water thereof hath ſuch vertue , that ik 
it be taſt vpon a dead man, ſtright way 
he ſhall live againe and recouer his life. 

Therefoze my Lo2d J ſhall deſcende 


- bnto that nation and ſ&ke that water 


whereby they that were ſlaine at the 
banquet might be reſtoꝛed againe to life. 


2 when the Emperour heard this, he 


was greatly retoyced and ſayd. Sonne, 
thy tounſell is god. And ſtraight way 
the Emperours Sonne went into the 
loide Ne fell inconcett with the | 


a = 


A 


in the which the water ran till it came 


Bf. Uh” 


Geſta R omanorum. 


116 


Payden in fo much that he entred inta 


the garden and aſſailed ts taſt the water 
of the well. And when he had ſo done, he 
made fine depe trenches in the ground, 


—4 the dead men lap burped, there⸗ 
vpon when the water touched the, they 
— from death to life. 

Than the Emperours ſonne led them 
bnto his father. And when the Empe- 
rour ſaw this, he was right ispefull, 
whercfoze he crowned his ſonne with a 
Laurate crowne, in token of victozie, 4 
fo ended = life in reſtgnd peace. 75 


The Mor 8 5 


This Emperour betokeneth he Fa 


ther of Heauen. The poꝛe man that 


was pꝛomoted, betokeneth Lucifer, the 
which was eratted of naught, and en⸗ 
thꝛoned in the Empyze of heauen with 
ſo great iop and clereneſſe, that him 
ſeemed thꝛough his prpde.her au * 
like vnto God. „„ ty - 
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and not onely lyke him, but moꝛe than 
uͤlmightie God, whereloꝛe the father of 
Heauen exiley him e all them that con⸗ 
ſented vnto him to hell: And in theyz 
plate man was exalted to great top and 
Hdnour. ; | | 
The diuell ſing this, enuied him that 
man ſhould come to ſuch glo2p and ho- 
nour, and bad Adam and Eue, to a ban- 
het, when they eate of the Apple againſt 
Gods commaundement, and counſelled 
them thus, ſaying . In what houre per 
eate of the Apple per ſhall be like gods. 
And at this couyſed banquet they were 
ſerued with fiue meſes that wer popſo- 
ned, that is to ſay, their fine wits were 
accoꝛded in eating of the Apple,whercof 
man was infect and dyed. 

This hearing the Emperours forme 
moued with mercie, came downe from 
heauen into this world and acquainted 
him ſo well with the bleſſed virgin Ma. 
ry, that he found in hir the well of man⸗ 
hode, and coniopned it to his 8 
actoꝛding to the Beripture. 1 am the 
well of Irfeqwho drincketh of it ſhall not 
gt. ter that be let make ſiue hes 
ches 


| 7 
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thes in the ground, that is to ſap, fine 


woundes in his bodie,of the which ran 
both bled and water, wher ebp all man- 


kinde was rapled from deathtolpfe,ans 
ted them vp into the pallaite of Beanen, 


Anto the which bꝛing vs our bleſſed la- 
| niour r Jen Chail. Amen. e 


The Argument. 


5 be Father of beben Sten i : 


goodneſſe divers wayes towardes 
. frayle man, yet he takeing contrarie 
wales, liueth in ſpiritual fornication, 


for the which being exiled from the 


ſtate of feljcitie;he i is compelled to 5 
lead a miſerable & paineful life. But 
being reconeiled by the death ot his 


Guiour, hee 00 
* Kleie yy 
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— in Rome worte r rund * 
our named Dunſtain 
in whole 435 thero dwelt a gentill 


mightie Emper 


N. b. Knight, 


oſſeth the heritage of 
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might that had two ſonnes. One of his 
ſonnes matched himſelfe againſt his fa⸗ 
thers will with a common harlot. The 
Knight hearing this exiled his ſon from 
dim. And when he was thus exiled, ha 
bzgaot on this woman a (onne. 

And ſone after that he wared ſick and 
in penury, wherefo2e he ſent meſſengers 
to his father,beſeching him of his mer- 
ty. This hearing his father had compaſ- 
fon and ruth on him whereloꝛe her was 
teconciled. ä 

And when hee was thus brought a⸗ 
gaine to his fathers grate, he gaue his 
Cbhilde which hee had gotten tofoꝛe on 

this common woman to his father. And 
her full kindely receiued it as his umme, 
and nouriſhed it. 

Mhen his other ſonne heard this, he b 
ſayd to his father, father quod he, it ſc&- 
meth to m that thou art out of thy 
right minde, which J will pꝛoue by this 
rzafon , Fo02 he is out of his right 
minde , that receiueth a falſe hepze and 
nonriſheth him, whoſe father hath en⸗ 
eamage and deſeaſe tofoꝛe. | 

Yo my Ow which beegat- this 
childe / 
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childe hath done thee great iniury when 
he married the common woman againſt 
thy will and commaundement, - there- 
foe me ſœmeth that thou art out of thy | 
right minde, 
Then anſwered the father and ſapd. 
Becauſe thy bꝛother is reconciled thou 
aͤrt enuious to me, and alſo vnkinde to 
thy owne Bꝛother, willing to put him 
hn my fellowſhip fo? euermoꝛe, and 
ſothly no vnkinde man ſhall haue mine 
heritage except hee bee reconciled. 
Burt pet thou neuer reconciledſt to 
him of his bnkindneſſe, fo2 thou migh⸗ 
teſt haue reton : ild him, but thou would⸗ 
eſt not,therefozeof mine heritage gettelt 
thou no part. | 
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e 


The Father of the two bzetheren | 
beetokeneth the Father of * 
1 nd 
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And his two ſonnes beetokeneth the na⸗ 
ture of Angells and the nature of man. 
Fo2 man was marryed to a common 
wontan 02 harlot when hee eate of the 
Apple againft the commaundement. of 
Gad, wherefoꝛe ha was eriled by the fa⸗ 
ther ol Heauen and put from the ioyes 
af Paradiſe. 
The lonne or the common woman beto- 
keneth mankinde. This knights ſonne 
that is to ſap Adam, ſiued in great miſe⸗ 
rp, foꝛ after his ſinne ha was put from 
joy in- to this wꝛetched valley of 3 
and weeping , actoꝛding, to this Scrip 
ture, ln ſuodot vultus. &c. In the ſweat 
of thy bzow thou ſhalt cate thy bꝛead. 
But after by the paſſion-of Chꝛiſt hie 
was reconciled. But the other ſonne 
that botokencth the diuell was ener vn⸗ 
kinds, and grudged dayly agaynſt our 
reconcfting , ſaping that by ſinne wee 
ancht not to come vnto the heritage of 
Heanen. Unto the which bzing vs our 
Lo2d a Jeſu Challt, Amen. 
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Wee ought ineuery vocation & calling to 
bechaue our ſelues juſtly and to vie the 
poore man with equitie,wee maſt not 
' injury the rich men. 

The mighty men are to berhonowned 
and not-defrauded of their digmiticand 
eſtate being tncnot cinceare fe: they 
that did contrary to the meaning of du- 


tifull behofe heerein, are worthy of e 
4 uerlaſting death 
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Dent there dwelt in nome 

I mightie Emperour named a 
which did let make-thz& Images 
ef the which one held cut his hard 
draight vnto the people and had on bis 
finger a ring of Gold. 

The ſecond Image had a beard cf gold. 
And the third had a mantell or Purple, 
commanding vpon paine of death that 
no man ſhould bereaue theſe Images of 
the ring, the beard, noꝛ the mantell. 
At beefell afterward vppon a time that - 
one Dioniſe a tirant. came info the tem⸗ 
N toke alway thering from the firlk 


Image 
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Image, the beard from the ſecond, and 
the mantell from the third. And when 
be had ſo done, he was fo:thwith-ac- 
tuſed vnto the Emperaur and bꝛought 
befoze him, and ſtraightiy examined of 
that treſpaſſe, why he deſpoyled the 
Images againſt the Emperours com⸗ 
mandement Then aunſwered Dioniſe 
and ſaid as followeth. 

Mp Lo2d it is lawfull to aunſ were 
foꝛ mer when J cntred into the Tem⸗ 
ple the firſt. Image held foꝛth his hand 
ſtraight to me, as who would fay, 4 
ane thee this ring. and therefo2e J toke 
the ring at the guikt of the Image, be⸗ 
ing loath fo'refuſe his gentle offer. 

And when J faw the ſecend Image 
hauing a beard, 8 thus within 
my me: | 

J knew ſometime the father of this 
Image which had no beard, and nom 
his ſonne hath a beard which is agamff 
reaſon, the ſonne to haue a beard and 
the Father none. and therefoꝛe Jfoke 
from him hie beard; that her ſhould be 
like his father. _ 
Alter that when J ſaw the third * 

mage 
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mage clothed in a mantell of Golde, 1 


thought that a mantell of golde was net 


ö 


pehoueable to him in winter, fo: gold is 
naturally colde, which might be cauſe of 

his death, and therefo2e J toke it from 
him becauſe it was to colde in winter, a 
to hot in ſommer. When Dome had 
errufed him by theſe reaſons, the Empe⸗ 
rour anſwered and ſaid. thon — aun 
wered wickedty foꝛ thy ſelfe, what ſhiith 
cauſe ther rather than any other man 
to delpoite theſe Images, ſoꝛ as much 
As J commaunded that no man aud 
take any thing away from hem a thine 
owne mouth. hath condempned ther, f- 


none the Emperour calied to him one of 


his Squires,and charged him to ſmyte 
of 20 nn ſo it was done. 
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This ** betokeneth Almightie 

God the Father or Heauen. 2 he tha 
Images betokeneth the 1622 men, the 
rich men, and the miahitc men of ihis 
wozld. The tyzant Dyonue, Loricie? | 
ned 
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neth all officers in euery eſtate lewdlyp 


behauing themſelues, which take away 
from poꝛe men the ringe of their ſin⸗ 
gers, and ſay thus. J map take that is 
giuen me. But when the poꝛe man hath 
ought to doe, hee mult nedes put fo2th 
his hand to giue whether her will o2 no, 
ik hee ſhall ſpede. ' They take alſo the 
beard from the rich man and ſay thus. 
This man is richer than his father was, 
therefoze take we his linelode from him 
and make him like his foꝛefather. They 
take alfo the mantell of golde from the 
mightie men, when they ſer any man ot 
honour and of god liuing, willing to coꝛ⸗ 
rect ſuch mil doers, then ſap thep, this 
man is to colde foꝛ he enclineth nothing 
to our opinions, and allo he is to hat ar 
power in working againft vs, therefoze 
goe wee and take from him his mantell 
of might, and ſo they accuſe him and put 
him out of office. 
But certaine all ſuch men ffand in 
perill of euerlaſting death. From the 
Which ne vs yn that "ou his pꝛecious 


The n 


50 Man ought to nich Chriſt ; in his 

hort by 15 ch and fruits of good life, 
very The — of ſuch as haue care vp- 
pon the conuerſation of Chriſt & his 
5 inſtitutions, wee muſt watch leaſt wee 
enter into temptation, theſe thinges 
conſidered, we ſhall then by Gods gra- 
cious good prouidence, attaine vnto 
"che reward of his heauenly and euer- 


Uſing bliſle, 7 
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„Bere dwelt lometyme in "Ig 
a mightie Emperour named E- 
| Vuas which had a faire pong Lady 
10 his wife,vpon whom her had begot- 
ten a faire ſonne. When: the ſtates of 
the empire heard this, they came vnto 
the Emperour e beſonght him to haue 
the keeping of his ſonne. 
Immediatelp the Emperour ſent a He⸗ 
rauld thꝛoughout the citie. pꝛoclaiming 
that in whole houſe were firſt found 
| N. fire, 
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| fp2e and water, the god man of that 
bonſe ſhall haue his ſonne in keeping, 
and to nouriſh. And than the Emperoꝛ 


made a pꝛoclamation, that who ſo euer 


had his ſonne to kepe, ſhould nouriſh 
him cleanly + fede him with wholeſome 
meates and dꝛinckes. And when the 
childe came fo age, than ſhonld the ke- 
per be pzomoted to great honour, where- 
foꝛe many men let make ready fire and 
water, in hope to haue the childe. But 
on the night when enery man was a 
flerpe, there came a tirant named Sula 
pius, that quenched the tire and thꝛew 
out the water. | 

Neuerthelefſe among all other there 
was a man named lonat has, that labou⸗ 
red ſo diligently that he kept both day 
and night fire and water. In a moꝛning 
earely the Merauld at the Emperours 
tommaundement went thꝛough the Ci- 
tie and ſonght in enerp honſe fo2 Fp2e 
and Water, but her could finde none 
fill hee came fo Jonachas Houſe, where 


as hö found both Fpze and Mater 


readie, 1 whereloze rk ous 8 bees 


ox 


\ 
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koꝛe the Emperour, and delinered him 
his ſonne accozding fo his pꝛoclamati⸗ 
on Mhen fonachas had the Emperours 
ſonne, he led him home vnto his houſe, 
And ſwne after her ſent foꝛ maſons and 
carpenters, + let make a ffrong chamber 
of lime and. ſtone. And when the cham⸗ 
ber was made her lent fo2 painters and 
let paint on the wall within the chamber 
r. Images, with this poſep painted a⸗ 
boue their heads. 

Who ſo defileth theſe Images, ſhall die 
a cruell death. 

And then he let dzaw on the doꝛe a 
gallous, t figure of a man hanging ther⸗ 
vpon with this poſey painted aboue his 
head. So ſhall he be ſerued that nouriſheth 
the Emperours ſonne amiſſe. 

Alſo he let make a chaire-of golde, and 
himſelke ſitting therein, crowned with 
a crowne of golde, with this ſuperſcrip⸗ 
tion aboue his head. 
Who ſo nouriſneth the Emperours ſonne 
cleanely, thus ſhall he be honoared. - 
When this was done, often times as 
hee was a flerpe he was greatip temp⸗ 
* to deiple theſe ten excellent Images. 
8 A. il. but 
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but anone he reade the ſuperſcription 
abone their heads e then all the temp⸗ 
tations ſeaced. And when the Empe⸗ 
rours ſonne was euill kept, then went 
hx to the gallowes and reade that poſey 
which was witten aboue his owne 
head, and fo2 dꝛead thereof kept the child 
better, and was dilligent fo glue atten⸗ 
daunce on him. | 
And when he beheld the chaire and | 
himſelfe ſitting therein crowned with 
a crowne of golde he was right iopfull 
thinking to haue a god reward fo? kee - 
ping of the -Emperours ſonne. When 
the Emperour heard of his dilligent de- 
meanour about his one; hee ſcent fo? 
him and fo? his ſonne,thanking him fo2 
his well keeping and nouriſhing of him, 
- and after pꝛomoted him to great hono; 
and woalhip, 


The Morall. 


This Emperdur befokeneth the fa- 
ther of heauen. The Empꝛeſle beetoke- 
neth the bleed virgin Mary. 


The Emperours lonne betokeneth our 
1.020 


—— 


02d zeln Chil; 
was ſent throughout the Citie bertoke⸗ 


The Merauld that 


neth faint lohn Baptiſt; whith was ſent. 
befoꝛe our Lo2d,to pꝛepare the way foꝛ 
him, accoꝛding to holie ſcripture. Ecce 
mitto Angelum, &c. Loe J-ſend myne 
Angell befor mee; cc. The ſkates that 
deſired the Emperours fonne'to nouriſh. 
betoken the Patriarkes and Pꝛophets, 
which deſired greatly. to nouriſh our 
Loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt, and alſo to ſ& him, 
but they might not foe: him ne nouriſh 
him, fo2 fyze and water which ſhould 
haue bene cauſe'of their light, was not 
with them petfectly, © 
The ſire betokeneth the holy Gh oft, 
which had not pet appeared to them, foꝛ 
they were not waſhed with the water 
of baptiſme-," Aiſs pee may vnderſtand 


pp the fire perfeit Charitie, and by the 


water true contricion; which two now 
a dates faplethin many men, and there⸗ 
foe they may not haue the little Childs 
Jeſus in their heurts. 
''Tonathas' that watched ſo digen 
b&tokeneth: euerie god Chiiftian man, 
TT ſtudpeth ener to * in wen 
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doeing, pelding to GOD fo2 fines the . 
fp2e of charitable. repenitaunce, and the 
water of contrition. | 
But oftentpmes the tp2ant which bees 
tokeneth the diuell, putteth out the fire 
of charitie from ont of mens harts and 
caſteth out the water of cantrition, ſo 
that they map not nouriſh the title childe 
Jeſus, Therefoze lette vs watch as lo- 

nathas did, that wer enter not into temp⸗ 

tation. And call wie vnto vs Paſons, 

that is to ſape, diſcrete ꝛeachers, which 
can make in our hearts a chamber of 
ſtone, that is to ſape, a ſure Faith and 

hope. Than call wer to vs Painters, 
that is to ſap, Piniſters ot Gods woꝛd, 

which can paint in aur harts ten Ima⸗ 

ges, that 1s to ſay,the ten tonnnaunde⸗ 
ments, which if thou kerpe. and obſerue 
dayly, without doubt thou walt be ho⸗ 

noured in Meauen. 


And if thou kepe well the Emperours 
ſonne, thou ſhalt ſit in a chapꝛe of Gold, 
crowned with a crowne of Geld. And if 
that thon nauriſh him not well, without 
doubt thou ſhalt be in e of ins 
went in hell, 3} F159 oi? 


From ö 


Ik Aen. 


foule of manelp a. vnto Chrift 

The fleſh Toh the ſame to ſinne. 
The Chriſtian ſoule by faith withſtan= 

_ deth temptation, The redemption, of 
jF - mankinde from finne and death. _ 
The deceipts of vnthankfull heartes. 
The ſpirit healeth the defects of the 

" felbafte er a pure repentance followcth 
perpetuall Toy & heiic-oth of are 

vu e 5 


* 


167 2 Rome welt fo ſometime a «'mightie 

rramnamed Menaly, which had 
weer 1 Hinges daughter ol Hun- 
, 585000 and a gratidus in 
and ſpetially the. was 
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Empꝛelle his wife and his done > onen 5 
bzother, and thus hee faide⸗ Bere Ladis“ 
J map not ne J will not hide from pou 
the pꝛiuities of my heart, J purpoſe to 
viſit the holy land, wherefoze J o2daine, 
ther pꝛincipally to bee Lady & gouernour 
oner all mine emppꝛe and all mp peo⸗ 
ple. And vnder thee J oꝛdayne here my 
bother to ber thy ſteward foꝛ to pꝛouide 
all things that map ber profitable to 
mine emppꝛe and to my peopleQ. 
Then ſayde the Empreſſe, ſith it will 
none otherwiſe be but that nerds pre will 
goe to vilit the Citie leruſalem, J. ſhall 
bee in pour abſence as true ag any Tur⸗ 
. tle that hath loſthir make,fo2 as J bx- 
leue , pie ſhall not efcape thence with 
your lyfe, _ : 
The emperonr andnf kmkoꝛted bit 


with fapze wozds and kf ed hir, and al, 
ter that toke his leaue ot hir and of; 
other, and ſv went fwzth onto 


And anone after that thi nere 
was gone. his bꝛother became lo p2oilge,. 
that her oppꝛelled pwzr men and robbed 
rich men, and pet dpd her wozle 1 

is, 
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- this; kz vayly her fired the Empreſſe 
to cammit ſinne with him. But ener ſhe 
anſwered againe as an holy and deuout 
woman, and ſapde. 

J will quod ſhe, neuer conſent to vou 


ne to none other, as long as my Loꝛd 
liueth. ;Neuertheleſle this knight would 


not leaue with this aunſ were, but euer 


when her found hir alone her made his 


complaint to hir, and ſtirred hir by all 


the wapes that her conld to ſinne with 


him - When this Ladie faw that hee 


dained mer p Antipall gonernour of this 


Emppꝛe, x a ſo her oꝛdained his bꝛother 


3 


to ber Stel 


but her doth all the contrarp, foꝛ her op⸗ 


pꝛeſleth greatly poze men, and likewiſe 
robbeth the rich-men;and yet her would 
dor woꝛſe then this, if her might haue 
his entent,wherefoze J tommaund you 


R. b. in 


would not ceaſe fo: no anſwer ne wold 
not amend himſelfe, when ſhe ſaw hir 
tyme ſhee called to hir thz& oꝛ foure of 
the wozthieſt men of the empyꝛe and 
ſayd to them this. It is not vnknowen 
to: pon that my Lo2d the Emperour oꝛ⸗ 


ward under me, and that her 
ſhould do nothing without my counſell, 
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in my Lo2dsname that you binde bim 
faſt; and caſt him in pꝛiſoͤn. 
Than faid they, ſothly he hath done ma⸗ 
ny euill dedes ſith our Loꝛd themperoz 
went, therfoze we be. redie to obey your 
commaundement; but in this matter pe 
miſt aunſ were foꝛ vs to our-Lo2d the 
Emperour. Than ſaid ſhe, dꝛead pe not, 
f my Lo2d knew what he hath done as 
well as J, he would put him to the fouls 
leſt death that conld be thought. Imme⸗ 
diately theſe men ſefte hand on him and. 
bound him faff with yꝛon cha ines, and 
put him faſt in pꝛiſon, where as he lay VP. 
kong tyme after, till at the laſt it foꝛtu⸗ 
ned there came tidings that;the Empe⸗ 
rour was comming home and had obtaf, 
ned great wozſhip and bictozy...: When 
his bꝛother heard of his gemming „ her 
laid: Mould to God my bagther Te 
de mee in pꝛiſon, foꝛ than wauld heen 
quire the tauſe of myne enpꝛiſonment of | 
the Empꝛiſſe, 4 the will tell him all the 
trouth, and how J pꝛscured hix to com⸗ 
mit ſinne, x fo foꝛ hir J ſhaſt hane no K 
yourof my Bꝛother, but lone my pke, 
on know 4 W it ail nat 
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be ſo. Than ſent hee a meſſenger vn⸗ 
to the Empꝛiſſe, pꝛaping hir fo2 Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtes paſſion that ſhe would vouchſafe to 
come vnto the p2iſon doꝛe, that he might 
ſpeake a wo2d oꝛ two with hir. 

Lhe Empuſſe came to him, and enqui- 
red of him what her would haue. Bee 
anſwered and fapde, O Ladre haue 
mercte vpon mee, fo2 ik the Emperour 
my bꝛother finde mee in this pꝛiſon, than 
ſhall J dpe without any remedie. 
Than ſapde the Empuife, ik J might 
know that thou wouldeit be a god man 
and leaue thy follp,thou. ſhouldeſt haue 
grate. 

Than dyd her pꝛomiſe hir alſuredly 
to be true and to amend all his treſpaſſe. 
When he had thus pꝛomiſed, the Em⸗ 
pꝛiſſe deliuered him anon out of pꝛiſon, 
and made him to be bathed and ſhauen, 
and apparelled him woꝛſhipfullp accoz⸗ 
ding to his eſtate, and than the ſayd vn⸗ 
to him thus. Now god bꝛother take thy 
fade and come with mer, that we may 
ryde to miete my Lo2d. Ye anſwered 
and ſayd,Ladie J amredy to fulfil your 
will c commanndemevt in all Tour 

nd 
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And than the Empꝛeſſe toke him wil 
hir and many other knights, and ſo rode 
fo:th to mate with the emperour, and 

as they rode together by the way, they 
law where a great Hart ranne afs2e- 
them, wherefoze enerp man with ſuch 
hounds as ſhey had chafed him on hoꝛſe 
back , ſo that with the Empreſſe was 

teft no creature, ſaue onelie the Empe - 
rours bother, Which ſeeing that no 2 ö 
was there but they two, thus her layde: 
unto the Empreſſe. 

Loe Lady,here beſide is a p2inie foz- 
reſt; and kong it ts agone that J ſpake 
to thee of loue, come now and confent: 
buto mee that J may lpe with ther. 

Then fapde the Em preſſe. A folewhat 
map this be, N J delinered the 
aut of pꝛiſon bpon thy pꝛomiſe, in hope 
af amendement, and now thou art re⸗ 
fonrned to thy follie againe, wherefoze: 
F fap now to thee as J haue ſapde bee- 
foe, there ſhall no man do fach thing 
with mer ſane onely my Lo2d.the Em⸗ 
peronr , which onght of verie duety for 
foz to do. Than ſapde her, if thou wilt 
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not conſent to me, J all hang ther 
here bpon a tree in this Foꝛreſt, where 
no man lhall finde thee 4 ſo ſhalt thou 
dye an euill death. The Empꝛeſſe aun 
{wered merkely and ſapde. Though 
thou ſmite off my head and put mee is 
death withall manner af tozment, thou 
halt neuer haue me to conſent to fuch 
ſinne. When hee heard this, hee bn⸗ 
. clothed hir all ſaue hir ſmock, and hang⸗ 
ꝛd hir bp by the haire bpon a tre, and 
tyed hir lf&de breſide hir, and lo rode 
fo:th to his fellowes, and tolde hem 
that a great hoaſt of men met him, and 
toke the Empꝛeſſe away from hin. 
And when h&had tolde them this they 
made all great ſoꝛrow. 

It befell on the third day after there 
came an Carle to hunt in that foꝛreſt, # 
as hee rode beating the barkes, there 
ffarted a Fore, whom his hounds kol⸗ 
lowed faſt till they came nere the tree 
where the Empꝛelle hanged. 

And when the dogges felt the ſancur 
of hir, they left the Fore and ranne to- 
ward the Zree as faſt as they could. 

The Earle ſ&ing this wond2ed greatlie 
SR 
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and ſpurred his hoꝛſe and followed them 
till he teme wheras the Empꝛelle hang⸗ 
ed. Khen the Earle ſaw hir thus hang⸗ 
ing, he metuailed greatly, ſoꝛ as much 
as ſhe was right fayze and gracious to 
L&hold, wherefoze her lapde vnto hir in 
this manner wiſe. © woman who art 
thou, and of what comntrie, and where⸗ 
for hangeit thou hare in this manner 
Wiſe. 
The Empꝛeſle that was not pet fully 
dead, but in point ready to dye aunſwe⸗ 
red and ſaid. J am quod ſhe a ſtraunge 
ons mand {7 am come out from far 
ounfrie, god gs J came hether God 
age Then an( wrered the Carte 
and ſaid. Thoſe hoꝛſe is this thatfand- 
eth by the bound to this tre, Than 
anſ\ered the Lady 4 ſatd, that it was 
hirg. Nuhen the earle heard this he knew 
— that Mer was a gentie woman. and 
came of noble linage. whereſo2g hee was 
the rather moued with pittie, x ſaid vn⸗ 
tahir O ka ire lady thou ſeemeſt of gens 
tle bio h. an therefo2c 7 purpoſe to deli⸗ 
ver the from this miſchiefe, ik thon wilt 
pzomile to goe with me and n+ 
alre 


| 


faire pong daughter, x teach hir at home 
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in my caſtell, foꝛ 4 hane no childe but 
onelp hir, e if thou kerpe hir well thou 
ſhalt haue a god reward fo2 thy labour, 
Then ſaide te, As far foꝛth as J can 02 


May, J ſhall faifill thme entent. Ane 
when ſhe had thus pꝛomiled him he toke 


hir vowne of the tre, and led hir home 
to his caſtell, and gaue hir the keping of 
his daughter that he loued ſo much, and 
the was cheriſhed {o well that cher lay 


euerp night in the Earles chamber, and 


his daughter with hir: and in his cham⸗ 
ber euery night there bꝛent a lampe, the 
which hanged betwene the Empꝛeſſe 
bed and the Earles ved. This Lady bes 
haued hir ſo gently, that ſhe was belo⸗ 
ped ofencry ereature. There was that 
ime in the earles court a ſteward, which 
much loned this Empꝛeſſe erce dingly 
aboue all thinges, and oftentimes ſpake 
to hir of his lone. But ſhe& aunſwered 
him againe and ſaid. 
Know pee deere friend fo2 cerfaine- 
fie. that J hane made a ſolempne bow 
fo God, that J ſhall never loue any man 
in ſuch maner wiſe but onelp him whom 
5 2 
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J am greatly beholden to lone hy Gods 
comm andement. 
Then aide the Steward Chou wilt 
not then conſent vnto mer. Py: Lo2d 
quod ſhe, what nedeth thee any moꝛe to 
aſke ſuch thing, the vow that J haue 
made, truely J ſhall kerpe F hold by the 
grate of God. 

And when the ſteward heard this, her 
went his wap in great w2ath and ans 
ger, thincking within himſelfe, if J map 
J ſhall be renenged on ther. It befell vp⸗ 
on a night within ſhozt time after that 
the Carles chamber doze was foꝛgotten 


and left vnchet, which the ſteward had 


anone perceiued. And when they were 
all a fleepe, hee went and eſpyed by the 
light of the Lamp where the- Empꝛeſſe 
and the young Maiden laye together, 
and with that he dꝛew ont. his Knife 
and cut the thꝛoat of the Carles dan gh⸗ 
ter, c put the blody knife into the = 
peſſe hand ſhe being a flere. and no 
thing knowing thercok, to the entent 
that when the Earle awated he ſhould 
ſee the knife in hir hand, and that her 


| ould think that we had cut his daugh- 


ters 


J 
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fer thzoate,wherefoze ſh& ſhould be put 
fo a ſhamefull death, foꝛ this miſchiuous 
deede. And when this damſell was thug 
flaine;and the blody knife in the Em⸗ 
ꝛeſſe hand, the tounteſſe awaked out of 
hir ſlerpe and ſaw by the light of the 
Lampe the-blodpe knife in the Ems 
pꝛeſſe hand, wherefoze ſhe was almoſt 
out of hir wits, and ſaide fo the Earle, 
O my Lo2d;be&holde in yonder ladies 
hand a wonderfull thing. 
Anone the Earle awaked and beheld 
on the Empꝛeſſe bed and ſaw the blody 
knife as the Counteſſe had raid pere 
foꝛe he was greatly moned,and cried fo 
hir and laid. Awake woman out of thy 
fleepe, what thing is this that J ſe in 
thy hand. Anone the Empꝛeſſe thꝛough 
his cry awaked out of hir ſlepe, and in 
hir waking the knife fell out of hir hand, 
and with that ſhe looked by hir & found 
the earles daughter dead by hir ſide, and 
all the bed bee ſpꝛent with blod, wheres 
foze with an huge voice ſhee cryed and 
ſapde. Alas alas and welaway, my 
Lozds daughter is llaine. / MY 
D. Then 
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Then tried the tounteſſe vnts the earle 
with a pitious voice x ſaid.A my Lo2d 
let the diuelliſh woman be put to the moſt 
foule death that can be thought, which 
thus hath llaine our onelp Childe. 
And when the Counteſſe had ſaid thus 
to the Earle, the ſaide to the Empꝛeſſe 
in this wiſe. The high God noweth 
that thou miſchieuous woman haſt lain 
my daughter with thine owne handes, 
fo2 J ſaw the blody knife in thp hand, 
and therfoꝛe thou ſhalt die a foule death. 
Zhen ſaide the Earle in this wiſe. D 
thou woman were it not that J dzead 
God greatly, J ſhould cleaue thy bodie 
with mpy-\wo2d in two parts, fo2 J de- 
liuered thee from hanging, 4 now thou 
haſt ſlaine my daughter, neuertheleſſe 
fo2 me thon ſhalt haue no harme, ther⸗ 
foꝛe goe thy way out of this Citie with⸗ 
out any delay, fo2 if J finde the here 
this day, thou ſhalt die a moſt cruell 
death. - 

Then aroſe this wofull Empꝛeſle and 
dyd on hir clothes & after leapt on hir 
palfray and rode toward the Caſt alone 
* any ſafe conduct, and as ſhee 


rode 


vp foz hir a god lodging and an honeſt, 
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rode thns mourning by the way ſhe ſs 
pied on the left ſide of the wap a papꝛe 
of gallowes and ſeauen offiters leading a 
man to the gallowes to be hanged, wher⸗ 
foze-the was moued with great pitie, 
and ſmote hir hoꝛſe with the ſpurs and 
rode to them pꝛaping them fhat ſhee 
might rederme that miſdoer, ik he might 
be ſaued krom death fo2 any merde. Then 
ſaid they, Ladp it pleaſeth vs well that 
thou rædeme him Anone the Empꝛeſle 
actoꝛded with them and paied his ran⸗ 
ſome and then he was deliuered. Thus 
ſaide ſhte to him. Pow my dere friend 
be true till thou die, ſilh J haue deliuered 
ther from death. 

Dn my ſoulequod he, J pꝛomiſe pon e⸗ 
ner to bee true. And when he had thus 
ſaid, he followed the Lady fill till they 
came mah a Citie, and then ſaide the 
Empꝛeſſe fo him. 

God friend quod ſhe, goe foꝛth thy 
wap afoze mee out of the Cittie, and 
fake vp fo2 us an honeſt lodging, fo2 
ther J purpoſe to reſt a while. This man 
went foꝛth as ſhe commanded and toke 


O. ii. where 
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whereas ſhe abode a long tune, When, 
the men ol the citie perceiued hir beau⸗ 
tie, they wondꝛed greatlie, wherefoꝛe 
many of them craued of hir vnlawfull. 
loue, but all was in baine, they might 
not ſpede in any wiſe. It foꝛtuned after 
on a dap that there came a ſhip full of 
marchandiſe and ariued at the hauen of. 
that Citie. When the Ladp heard this 
ſhe ſaid vnto hir ſeruant. 

Goe to the ſhip and ſce if there be anp 
cloth foz mine vſe. Hir ſeruaunt went 
foꝛth to the ſhippe, whereas hee found 
many p2ecious clothes, - wherefoze her 
pꝛaped the maſter of the ſhip that her 
would came into the Citie and ſpeake 
with his Lady. The maſter grannted 
him e ſo he came home to his Lady be- 
foze and warned hir of the comming of 
the maſter of the ſhip, Anon after themas 
ſter of the ſhip came and ſaluted the las 
dy woꝛthely. And the Lady receiued him 
actoꝛding to his degree praying him that 
ſhe might haue foꝛ hir money ſuch cloth 
as might be p:ofitable fo: hir wearing. 
Anone he granted that ſhe ſhould haue, 
and ſwne thep were a greed, * 
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the ſernant went unmediately agayne 
with the Paiſter of the hippe. And 
when they were both within the ſhip 
bo2de,the Paiſter ſaide to the Ladyes 
ſeruant. y dere friend to thee J would 
epen my connſatle, if J might truſt in 
the,and help mer, thou ſhalt haue of me 
d great reward. Then aun wered hee 
and aid. J ſhall ( quod her) be ſwoꝛne 
 bnfo thee on the Holp Euangeliſt, that 
J ſhall keepe thy counſaile and fulfil 
thine entent,as far fo2th as J can. 
Then ſaide the Maiſter of the ſhip, 
loue thy Lady moꝛe then J can tell thee, 
fo2 hir fap2eneſſe is ſo great, that J 
would gine fo2 the lone of hir all the 
gold that J haue, and if J map obtaine 
the loue of hir thaough thy help, J ſhalt 
giue thee whatloeuer thou wilt deſire 
of mee. 

Then laid the Ladies ſeruant tell 
mee by what meanes J may beſt pede, 
Then faide the Paiſter of the ſhippe. 
Goe home to thy Ladp againe and tell 
hir that J will not deliuer to the my 
cloth except —_ come hir elke, but 3 
Sul. dir 
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hir fo my ſhippe except the winde bir 


hir away.Thy counſelt: is alwaies god 
quod the Ladies ſeruant, thereſoꝛe giue 
me ſome reward , and I ſhall fulfill 
thine intent, | 
And when he had reteiued his reward 
he went againe to his Ladie and tolde 
hir that by no meanes the maſter of the 
ſhippe would not deliuer him the cloth 
but if ſhe tame hir ſelfe. The Ladie be⸗ 
lened hir ſeruant and went to the ſhip, 
And when ſhe was within the ſhippe 
boꝛd hir ſeruant abode without. 
When the maſter ſaw that, ſhe was 
within the ſhip, and the wind was god, 
hee dꝛew vp the ſaple and ſapled forth. 
When the Ladie perceined this, thus 
ſhe ſaid to the maiſter. O maſter (quod 
ſhe) what treaſon is this that thou haſt 
done to me. The maiſter aunſ wered 
and ſapde. Madame certainely it is ſo 
that J muſt needes lie with ther, and af- 
terward eſpouſe the . Fo2 ſoth quod 
ſhe , J haue made a vow that A ſhall 
neuer commit ſuch ſinne but with him 
bnto whom J am bound by right _ 


Wy 
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by the law.Swthly.quod her, if pee wilt 
not graunt mee with pour god will, J 
Mall caſt yon vut into the undft of the 
ſea, and there ſhall pe die an euill death, 
If it be ſo qudd ſhe, that J muſt needes 
conſent oz elle die, than J pꝛap thre to 
2epare a pꝛiuie plate in the end of the 
chippe, whereas J map fulfill thine en- 
tent oꝛ J die, but firſt J pꝛap the that 
J map ſap my pꝛapers vnto the Father 
of Heauen,that he map haue mercte on 
mee. 

The maſter beelceued hir, wherefoꝛe 
hee let oꝛdaine hir a Cabbin in the ende 
of the ſhip wherevpon ſhee ſet hir downe 
on both hir knees and made hir pꝛapers 
laping on this wiſe. 

O thou my Koꝛd God that haſt kept me 
from my pouth in cleanneſfe, kepe mee 
now that J be not defloured,fo p̃ J map 
ſerue thee euer with a cleane heart and 
minde Mhen ſhe had thus ended hir oz 
riſon, there aroſe ſodenly a great tempeſt 
in the Sea, ſo that the ſhip all to bꝛaſt, 
and all that were within perifhed ſane 
the lady that caught a cable ſaued hir 
ſelfe, the Maiſter of the ſhip an other, 
S. iiii. ne⸗ 
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nenertheleſſe ſhe knein not ol him ne ha⸗ 
of hir, foꝛ they were dꝛiuen ta diuers 
coaltes. The Lady landed in hir owne 
Empire berſide a Citie where in ſhe 
was woꝛſhipfullp reteiued, and ſhe ly» 
ned fo holy a life, that G O D gaue hir 
grace and power to heale ſicke folke, of 
all manner of diſeaſes, wherefoꝛe there 
came much people to hir, both croked, 
blind, and lame, and euery man though 
the grace of God and hir god demea⸗ 
nure, mere healed, wherefoze hir name 
was knowne thzough diners regtone. 
Nenertheleſſe,ſhee was not knowen as 
Empzelle, In the ſame time the Em⸗ 
perours bꝛother (that had hanged hir 
befoꝛe by the heyꝛe) was ſmitten with 
a foule Lepꝛp. The Knight that ew 
the Earles daughter, and put the blo⸗ 
dp knife in hir hand, was blind, deafe, 
and had the palſey. The thefe that bes 
frayed hir to the mapſter of the ſhippe, 
was lame and full of the crampe. And 
the maiſter of the ſhip diſtraught out 
of his wits. 

When the Emperour heard that fo 


boly a woman was in ſuch a Citie, he 
called 


A 
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Killed" his bother and ſaid to him thus. 


Goe. wee diere bꝛother vnto this holip 


woman that is dwelling in this Citie, 
that ſhe may heale the of thy Lepꝛie. 
Mould to God ( quod hee ) that J were 
healed. Anone the Emperour with his 
other went toward the Citie. And 
when the Citizens heard of his comming 
thep receined him woꝛſhipfully with 
men And than the Emperour en- 
quired of the Citizens if any ſuch holp 
woman were among them that conld 
heale ſicke folke of theyꝛ diſeaſe. The 
Citizens anſwered and ſaive, that ſuch 
A one was there, 

Then was the Emp2eſſe called foꝛth 

before the Emperour, but ſher mufled 
hir face as well as ſhe could, that the 
emperour hir huſband ſhould not know 
hir, t when ſhe had ſo done, ſhe ſaluted 
him with great rencrence, as it apper - 
tapned to his eſtate. 
And hee againe in like wiſe, ſaping 
thus. O god Lady, if thou lift of thy 
grace fo heale my bꝛother of his lepaie, 
aſke of me what thou wilt, and J ſhall 
"Our it thee fo2 thy reward, 


G. b. When 


tet?" 
when the Empreſſe heard this, ſh los 
ked about hir and ſaw there the Empe- 
rours Bꝛother, a fonle lepꝛp, ſho fo 
there alſo the knight that flew the earles 
Daughter blinde and dene. The thefe 
that ſhe ſaued from the gallowes lame, 
t alſo the aiſter of the ſhip diſtraught 
out of his wittes,and all were come to 
hir fo2 to bee healed of their ſickneſſe;but 
they knew not hir: fo2 all p they knew 
not hir, ſhe knew them well: Then ſapd 
the bnto the Emperour thus. 

- Pp reuerend Lo2d though pee would 
giue mee all your Empire, J map not 
heale your Bꝛother, noꝛ none of theſe 
other, but if they knowledge open 
what they haue done. 

When the Emperour heard this, her 
fourned him towards his Bꝛother and 
ſapde vnto him Brother, acknowledge 
openty thy ſinne berfoꝛe all theſe men, 
that thou may bee healed of thy ſick⸗ 
nelle. Then anone he began to tetthow 
he had led his life, but hee told not how 
he had hanged the Empreſſe in the Foꝛ⸗ 
reft by the hapꝛe of hir , moſt dil⸗ 
pightfullp. 


When 


| 
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Mhen hee had knowledged all that 
him liſt, the Empꝛeſſe replied and ſaide. 
Sothlie my Lo2d, J would gladly lap 
vnto him my medicine but J wot right 
well it is in vaine, foꝛ he hath not made 
a full confeſſion. The Emperour hea- 
ring this her fourned toward his bꝛo⸗ 
ther and ſayd againe in this wiſe. 
What euill ſoꝛrow oꝛ 'bnhappp wietch⸗ 
ednes is in ther, ſeeſt thou not how that 
thou art a foule lepꝛy, therefoꝛe knows 
ledge thy ſinne truely that thou mayſt 
be whole,ozels auoide my company foz 
euermoꝛe. 

A Lo2d quod he, J may not tell my like 
openly, but if J be firſt ſure of thy grace. 
What haſt thou treſpaſſed againſt mee 
quod the Emperour. Then aunſwered 
his bzother and ſapde . Mine offence a- 
gainſt thee is grenous, and therefoꝛe A 
aſke mercte. The Emperour thought 
not on the Empꝛeſle foꝛ as much as hee 
fuppoſed ſhe had been dead many yeres 
beefoze, he commaunded his b2other ta 
tell fo2th what he had offended him, and 
he ſhould bee foꝛgiuen. 

8 whe the Emperor had thus ain, 
his 
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a hand that the Earle ſhonld thincke:ſhee 
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his bꝛoth, hee benarne to fell — 
do he had deſired the Empꝛeſſe to com- 


mit adultry with him, and he had hangs 


ed hir, by the haire in the fozreſt, - bee- 
eauſe ſhe would not conſent Pp anp 
meanes to him. | 

And when the Emperdur heard this, 
de was almoſt beeſide himſelfe, and in 
his rage he ſaid thus: O thon moſt w2et- 
thed creature, the vengeance of God is 
fallen vpon ther, and were it not that J 
Hane pardoned the thou-ſhontdeſt: dye 
the moſt ſhamefull death that could bee 
thought. Then ſaide the Knight that 
flew the Earles daughter. J wot not 
quod hee, of what Lady ye meane, but 
J wot that my Lo2d found on a time 
fach a Lady hanging by the hayꝛe in 
the Foꝛreſt, and bꝛought hir home to 


his Caſtle, and hee foke hir his daugh⸗ 
ter to kerpe, and J pꝛouoked hir as much 
As J could to ſinne with mer, but ſhe 


would in no wife conſent to me, wher⸗ 
foe J flew the Carles daughter that 
lay with hir, and when J had ſo done, 
J put the blody knife in the Ladpes 


had 


a 
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had ſlaine his daughter with hir oom 
hands, and then was ſhee exiled Tony 
but ſhee became J wot not. 

Then ſaide the thefe:J wot not of 
what Lady ye meane, but well J wot 
that ſeanen officers were leading mer to 
the gallowes and ſuch a Ladp came ri⸗ 
ding by and bought me ol them, 4 than 
went J with hir, and afterward J be- 
traped hir, vnto a maiſter of a ſhißp. 
Such a Lady ( quod the maiſter of the 
ſhippe ) recepuedJ and when we were 
in the middeſt of the ſea,J would haue 
lapne with hir, but ſh& late downe to 
hir pꝛaiers, and anone there aroſe ſuch 
a tempeſt that the ſhippe all to 'bzaft, 
and weer were all dzowned ſane ſhe and 
J, but what after ward berfell of hir I 
wot not. 

Then trped the Empeeſſe with a loud 
voice and ſaide. Sothly dere friendes 
pe doe now truely confeſſe and declare 
the truth, wherefo:e J will now applp 
my medicine, and anone they recepucd 
their health. £ 
When this lady the Empꝛeſſe had thus 
done the opened hir face to the emperoꝛ 
and 
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arid he fozthwith knew hir, u and ranne 
to hir and imb2aced hir in his armes 
and kiſſed hir ottentimes, and koz1 top he 
wept bitterly ſapings.. -. 

bleſſed be God,nowhane J found that 
J deſire: And when her had thus ſaide, 
her led hir home to his pallaice with 
great iop, and after when it pleaſed al⸗ 
mightie GDD, they ended my * =] 
liues in peate. 


e Miran. 


This Emperour befokeneth our loꝛd 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt. The Empzeſfe beetokeneth 
a holy ſoule. This Emperours bꝛother 
betokeneth the fleſh,to whom our Loꝛd . 
hath giuen charge ot the Empire, but 
molt pzinctpally to the loule. Nenerthes 
leſſe the w2etched fleſh oft pꝛouoketh 
the ſoule to ſinne. But the Soule that 
loueth God aboue all thinges withſtan⸗ 
deth that temptation and calleth to hir 
hir ghoſtly power, that is to ſap, reaſon, 
will, vnderſtanding and conſcience, and 
mas 


\ 
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 maketh them to enpꝛiſon the fleſh that 


is dilobedient to the ſoule, in the pꝛiſon 
ok true Repentaunce,vnto the Mes hee 
obey to reaſon in all thing. And thus in 
hope ot mercy hee ſinneth agapne, to 
whom holy wzit ſaith Maledictus homo 
que peccat in ſpe. Curſed bee that man 
that ſinneth in hope. And at the laſt. the 
ſoule enclineth to the fleſh, x letteth him 
out of the pꝛiſon of repentaunce,+waths 
eth him from the filth ol ſinne, and rats 
eth him with god vertues, and maketh ' 
him leape on the palfrap of charitable 
humilitie, and ſo rideth fo2th to merte 
dur Lo2d with the ſacrifce of thankes 
giuing. But alas, full oft the ſinner treſ⸗ 
paſſeth againſt holy ſcripture, wherefoꝛe 
the hart, that is fo ſap, the luſt of fleſh 
and of ſinners ariſeth-beefoze him, and 
after runneth great hounds, that is to 
ſay, euill thoughts, and ſo long they ceaſe 
till the body and the ſoule be left alone, 
e than the fleth ſtirreth that noble ſonle, 
being the ſpouſe of Almightie Gd. 
But the pure and bndefiled Soule 
that is ſo welbeloned with God, will not 


| _ our Lozd and conſent to ſinnez 
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diſpoyleth hir of all hir clothing, that is 
to ſay;of all hir vertues, æ hungeth hit 
bp by the haire on an Dake, that is to 


ſap on luſtes and delights, and there ſhe 
hangeth till the god earle commeth, that 


is to ſap, a diſcreet pꝛeacher in the foꝛreſt 
of this wozid, to pꝛeach and teach the 
woꝛd of God, and taketh hir downe and 


leadeth hir fo2th to the Church to noͤu⸗ 


riſh his daughter, that is to ſay, to nou⸗ 


' riſh conſcience with fruitfull faith. The 


earle had in his chamber a lamp, right 
ſo euerp diſcreet Pzeacher ſhould haue 
afoze him the Lamp of holy Stripture, 
wherebv hee may by both the greuance 
and p:ofit of the Soule in teaching of 
vertues, and putting away of vice. 
The ſteward that firreth hir to finne; 
is not elſe but pꝛide of life, which is ſte⸗ 
ward ofthis wozld,by whom many men 
bee deceived. 
But when the ſoule that is ſo well bees 
loned with Chꝛiſt, will not conſent vnto 
the ſinne of pꝛide· then taketh this euill 
Steward the knife of couetile, where⸗ 
with be Unteth the Earles daughter, that 
; is 


Wherefoze the wꝛelched ach full oft 


} 


kind, as was this thefe,which falſely de⸗ 
teined his lady after that ſhe had ſaued 
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is fo ſay, conſcience,acco2ding'fo ſcrips 


ture, ſaping: Gold & ſiluer hath blinded 


the eies of Images, t hath ouerthꝛowen 
wiſe men, ſo that equitie & righteouſnes 
might not enter, but ſtode a far, 4 tur⸗ 
ned their backe This Lady alſo red&- 
med a man from death, that is to ſap, 
from euerlaſting death, which hee had 


delerued by deadly ſinne.Therefoze doe 


wee as did this Ladp, ſmpte we our 
bozſe, that is to ſap, our fleſh with the 


ſpurres ot repentaunce, and ſo ride wee 


foꝛth in all haſt, to ſaue our neighbour 


from the ſinck of deadly ſin, help him both 


bodily and ghoſtly as Saloman ſaith. - 
Moe be to that man lying in deadly 
ſinne, that hath no man to lift him out 
thereof. T herefoꝛe awake thy neighbour 
and help him. Foꝛ a bother that is hol» 
pen of an other is like a ſure citie, and 
it he giue no moꝛe but a cup of cold wa⸗ 
ter to him in the wap of help, hee ſhall 
not loſe his reward. 

But manp now a dates bee very vn⸗ 


TL. him 
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him from hanging. The mayſter of the _ 
ſhip betokeneth the world, by whom mas 
ny men be deceived, But 2 —— 
as oft as a man taketh on him volunta⸗ 
rily the charge of pouertp, x obepeth vn⸗ 
ts the commandements of God x fozlas 
keth the world, then bꝛeaketh the ſhip 2 
Fo: it is impoſſible to pleaſe God e man 
and the world all at one time. 

Then this Lady had efpied the tems 
pelt of the ſea, ſhe went to a citie : that 
is to ſay, the ſonle, after the troubles 
of this woꝛld, went to the holp life, and 
than ſhe healed all maner of ſicke folke, 
that is to ſap, every man that is trou⸗ 
bled in his ſonle, that is to ſap infected 
with diners ſickneſles that this Lady 

healeth thzongh holp life. 
| But the Sonle might not be ſene 
of Chꝛiſt hir huſband, fill ſhe hadde 
knowledged openly all hir fine wittes, 
But when ſhe had made a pure a acknows 
{edgement of hir ſinne, then the Em⸗ 
peronr our 1o2d God hir huſband knew 
hir. and toke hir in his armes, and led 


hir home to the pallaice of „ 


= 


\ 
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the which almightie God being bs all 
fo; his ſonnes ſake. Amen. 


ul Euery ſupreame magiſtrate and other in 
ferior, is to be honoured and reuerenced. 
Every true Chriſtian man ought to conſi- 
der his duty herein, euery falle Chriſtian 
peruerteth the wales of Fad Godly : the re- 
ward of ſuch is hid vp in hell, but the iuſt 
{hall inherite the bleſſed life everlaſting, 


N Rome dwelt ſometime a mighty 
Emperour named Martin, which foz 
Aer affection kept with him his bꝛo⸗ 
thers ſon, whom men called Fulgentious. 
With this Martin dwelt alſo a F night 
that was ſteward of the Emppꝛe, and 
vncle vnto the Emperour, which enuied 
this Fu! gentious. ſtudping dap and night 
how hee might bꝛing the Emperour and 
this child at debate: wherfoꝛe the ſteward 
on a day went to the Emperour 4 ſaid; 


Py 


what thee Iii. 


Pp molt deere L02d (quod the ſtew⸗ 
ard ) Fulgentius pour Coſin, and pour 
nigh kinſeman hath defamed pou won⸗ 
derfolly and ſhamefully,th:onghont all 
pour Empire, ſaping that pour breath 
ſtincketh, and that it is death to him to 
ſerue pon of pour cup. Then the Em⸗ 
perour was grieuoullie diſpleaſed, and 
almoſt beſide himſelfe fo2 anger, and ſaid 
to him thus: J pꝛap thee my god ſriend 
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p Lo2d quod he, J that am pour frne-< 
ſeruant am bound in duetie to warne 
pour high nes, it J heare any thing that 
toncheth pour honour, wherefoꝛe J haue 
deard ſuch things that J mul} nedes vt⸗ 
ter it in ſecret to pour Loꝛdſhip bees 
tweene vs two. Then ſaide the Et 
perdur : God friend (quodhe ) ſap on 


tell me the very trueth if that wp 


bzeath ſs ſtincketh as hee ſaith, —4 
Loꝛd ( quod the ſteward) y& map ber 


lene mer, J neuer perceiued a ſweeter 
breath in my dates then pours is. Then 
ſaide the Emperour, J p2ap ther god 
friend tell mee how J map bzing this 
thing to god pole, 


Thi 


\ 


NF 


1 by pour god and diſcræte counſaple. 
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The ſleward anſwered and ſayd. Sp 
2.02d (quod he) pe ſhall right wen vn⸗ 
derſtand the truth, fo2 to moꝛrow next 
when her ſerueth yon of pour tuppe, pie 
ſhall fe that he will turne away his 
face from pou, beecanſe of pour bꝛeath, 
and this is the molt certaine pꝛofe that 
map be had of this thing. Foꝛſoth quod 
the Emperour , a truer p2ofe cannot be 
had, of this thing. Therefoze anone 
when the ſteward heard this, her went 
ſtraight to Fulgencious and toke him a 
fide ſaping thus. Deere friend, thou art 
neere kinſman, e alſo nephew bnto my 
2.020 the Emperour, therefoze if thou 
wilt be thanckfall onto mee, J will tel 
ther of the bpce whereof my Lo2d the 
Emperour complapneth oft, and thinck- 
eth to put the frd him (extept it bee the 
rather mended ) and that might bir a 
great rep2ofe to the. Then ſapde this 
Fulgencious.Ah god ſir foz his lone that 
dyed bpon the Croſſe, tell me why my 
92d is ſo ſoꝛe moned with mer, fo2 4 
am readie to amend my default in all 
that J can oz may, and foz to ber ruled 


TL. ui. 
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Thy b2eath quod the ſteward ſfincketh . 
ſo ſoze that his d2ink doth him no nod, * 
ſo greeuons is bnto him thy ſtincking 
bꝛeath of thy mouth. Then ſapd.Ful- 
gencious bnta the Steward. Truclie, 
that perceaued J neuer till now, but 
what thincke pon of my bꝛeath. J pꝛap 
pou to fell me the very truth. Truelie 
quod the ſteward,) it ſtincketh greatly 
and fonle. And this Fulgencious beolee- 
ved all that he ſa pd, and was, right ſo⸗ 
rowfull in his minde. And pꝛaped the 
Steward of his counſell and help in 
this wofull caſe. Then ſayd the ſtew⸗ 
ard vnto him, ik that thou wilt doe by 
mp counſell, J ſhall bꝛing this matter 
fo a god tontluſion, therekoꝛe do as J 
ſhall fell the. 
I counſell the fo2 the beſt, and alſo 
warne thee, that when thou ſerueſt my 
Lo2d the Emperour ok his cuppe, that 
thou turne thp face awap from him, ſo 
that he may not fele thy ſtinking bꝛeth, 
bnto the tyme that thon haſt pꝛouided 
the of ſome remedie therefoꝛe. 
Then was Fulgencious right glad, 
and 
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and ware ta him that he would do by 
his counſell. | 
Not long after it befell that this 
pong man Fulgencious ſerued his Lozd 
as he wes wont to doe, and therewith 
fodainelp hee tourned his face from his 
Loꝛd the Emperour , as the Steward 
had taught him. 

And when the Emperour perteaued 
the auopding of his head, hee ſmote this 
pong Fulgencious on the haeaſt with his 
fote and fayde to him thus. 

O thou leud varlet , now ſe J well 
it is true that J haue heard af ther, and 
therefoꝛe goe thou anone out of my ſight, 
that J may fee thee no moꝛe in this 
plate. And with that this pong Fulgen- 
cious wept full ſoꝛe and auoided the place 
and went out of his ſight . And when 
this was ſo done, the Emperour called 
bnfo him his ſteward and ſaid. 

Vow map J rid this barlst from the 
wosld, that thus hath defamed mee? 
My molt deere Loꝛd quod the ſteward, 

right well you ſhall haue pour intent. 
Joꝛ * beſide, within theſe thꝛer 
miles ve haue bꝛickmakers, which dayly 
| T. liii. make 
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make great fires fo2 to burne bꝛick, and 


alſo they make lime,therefoze mp Lozd 
ſend to them this night, e charge them 
vppon paine of death, that who ſo euer 
commeth to them firſt in the mozning, 
ſaying to the thus: Mp Loꝛd tomman⸗ 
deth pou to fulfill his will, that they take 
him and caſt him into the foꝛneis with 
the Stones, and this night commannd 
vou this Fulgencious that hee goe earely 
in the moꝛning to your woꝛkmen, and 
that he aſke them whethcr they hane 
fulfilled your wil which they wen com- 
maunded, oz not, and then ſhall they ac- 
co2ding to pour tommaundement, caſt 
him in the fire, and thus ſhall hee die an 
euill death. 

Surely quod the Emperour, thy conn- 
ſell is god, therefoꝛze call to mee that 
barlet Fulgencious. And when this pong 
man las come to the Emperours p2e- 
ſente, her ſayde to him thus: J charge 
thee vpon paine of death, that thou riſe 
earely in the moꝛning land goe to the 
burnners of lime and bꝛicke, and that 
thou be with them earelie beefo2e the 

ſunne 


/ 
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ſunne riſe th:& miles from this houſe, 
and charge them in my hehalfe that they 
fulfill my commaundement, o: elſe they 
ſhall dye à moſt ſhamefull death. 

- Then ſpake this Fulzencious , My 
3L.02d,if god ſend mee mp life, 7 ſhall ful- 
fill pour will, were it that J ſhould goe 
to the woꝛlds ende. 

When Fulgencious had this charge he 


ccould not flepe foꝛ thought, but that her 


mult ariſe earely fo2 to fulfill his Loꝛtds 
tommandement. The Emperour about 
midnight ſent a meſſenger on hoꝛſeback 


vnto his bꝛicke makers, commannding 
them vpon paine of death, that who ſo 


euer came to them firſt in the moꝛning 
ſaping vnto them the Emperours com- 
maundement, (which is beefoze rehear⸗ 
ſed) that they would take and bindehim 
and caſt him into the fire,and burne him 
to the bare bones. 

The bꝛicke makers aunſwwered and. 
ſapde, it ſhould bee done. And then the 
meſſenger returned home againe incon- 
tinent, and told the Emperour that his 


tommaundement ſhould be diligentlie 
fulfilled, 
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gencious aroſe E pꝛepared him towards 
his way, & as hee went hee heard a bell 


ring to ſeruice, wherefoze her went ta 


that Church fo2 to heare Seruice, and 


after the end of Sernice hee fell a ſleepe, 


and there her flept a long while, ſo that 
the pꝛieſt ne none other might a wake 
him. 

The Steward deſiring inwardlie to 
heare of his death, as he did hope about 
one of the clock he went vnto the wozks 


men, and ſapde vnto them thus. Sirs 
guod he, haue per done the Emperours 


commaunoement oꝛ no. 

The Bꝛickmakers aunſ wered him, 
againe and ſayde. Nay ſarely wee haue 
not pet done his commaundement, but 
anone it ſhall bee done, t with that they 
lapde hands on him. Then crped the 
ffeward with an high vopce and ſapde. 
God firs ſane mp life, foꝛ the Emperour 
commaunded that Fulgencious fond 
ber put fa death. Then fapde they, the 
meſſenger told not vs ſa, but he bad vs 
that who fo euer came firſt to vs in the 

moꝛning, ſaping as pee beloze hear, 
| at 


Earely in the mozning following, Ful 


Ka 
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that wee ſhould take him and caſt him 
into the Fo2nace 4 burne-him to athes, 
And with that wozd they thꝛew him ins 
to the fire. 

And when he was burnt 8 


tame to them and ſapd. God firs haue 


pou done my Lo2ds commaundement, 
pea,ſwthly ſayd they, and thcrefoze goe 
pee againeto the Emperour and tell him 
ſo. Then ſapd Fulgencious, Fo2 Chꝛiſtes 
lone tell me that connaundement. 
_ We had in commaundement ſapde 
they vppon paine of death, that who ſo 
euer came to bs firſt in the moꝛning, 
and ſayde lpke as thou haſt ſapde, that 
we ſhould take him and caſfhim into 
the Foꝛnate. But befoze the, came the 
Steward, and therefo:e haue wee ful⸗ 
filled on him the Emperours commans 
dement, and now is he bournt to the 
bare bones. 

And when Fulzencious heard this, 
he thanked God that hee had ſo pꝛeſer⸗ 
ued him from death, therefoze her toke 
his leaue of the wozkmen and went a⸗ 
gaine to the Pallaice. 

"_ the Emperour perceaued him, 


bx 
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hes was almoſt diſfkract of his wits fo 
anger, and thus he ſapde : Haſt thou 
bene with the bzicke makers and fulfil 
led my commaundement ? Sothlie mp 
* Loꝛd J haue bene there, but 

2 J came there pour commanundement 
was fulfilled. How map that bee frue, 
quod the Emperour⸗ 

Foꝛzſoth ſaid Fulgencious, the ſteward 
tame to them afo:e me, and ſapde that 
J ſhould haue ſapde: and when they 
heard that, they toke him and hrs 
him into the foꝛneis, and if J had comen 
any rather, ſo would they haue done to 
mee, and therefoze J thancke God that 
hath pꝛeſerued mer from death. 

Then ſaide the Emperour, tell ma the 
truth of ſuch tions as J ſhall de- 
maund of ther. Then ſapde Fulgencious 
bnto the Emperour. As 1 belene pou 
neuer found in me any falſehod, and 
therefoꝛe J wonder greatly why ver had 
oꝛdayned ſuch a death foꝛ mer fo; well 
pee know Þ J am pour owne bꝛothers 
ſonne. Then ſapd the Emperoꝛ to Ful- 
gencious: It is no wonder, foꝛ that death 
J oꝛdapned to the thzough counſell of 
the 
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the ffeward, bercauſe then didit defame 
mer thꝛoughout all my Empire, ſaping, 
that my bꝛeath did ſtincke ſo greiuoullp 
that it was death to the, and in token 
hereof thon turnedſf awap thy face 
when thou ſernedft mer of my cup, and 
that ſaw J with mine eies, and fo? this 
cavſe J o2dained fo2 the ſuch a death, 
and pet thou ſhalt dye except J heare a 
better excuſe, 
Then aunſwered Fulgentious and 
ſaid. A my moſt deere Lo2d, if it might 
pleaſe pour highneſſe fo2 to heare me, 
J ſhall ſhem pou a ſubtill and a deceit- 
full imagination. Sap on quod the Em 
perour. The ſteward (quod Fulgenti- 
ous) that now is dead, tame to me and 
ſaid, that p tolde him that my bꝛeath 
did ſtinck, and therevpon hee counſailed 
mee that when J ſerued pon of pour 
cup, J ſhould then turne away my face, 

A take God to witneſſe J lie not. 
When the Emperour heard this, he ba⸗ 
lexued him e ſaid. O my neuew, now J 
ſe thꝛough the right wile tudgement of 
God the ſteward is bꝛent, and his owne 
wickednefſe and enuie is fallen on him⸗ 
 felfs 
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fcife,foz he oꝛdained this mallice againſt 
thee, and therefoꝛe thou art much bound 
to almightie God that hath pzeſcrucd 
the from death. 


The Morall. 


Derre friends this Emperour beeto⸗ 
keneth euerp ſupꝛeame magiſtrate and 
other inferiours. And Fulgentious his 
neuew betokencth euery true Chꝛiſtian 
man, which ſhould duely t fruely ſerue 
them with faithfull homage and duety⸗ 
full loialtie, like as Fulgentious ſerued 
the Emperour of his cup, wherefozc ye 
ſhall be greatip loued of God. This ſfews 
ard bertokeneth enerp falſe Ch2iſtian 
man,as Cayne, which oftentimes tur⸗ 
neth the hart of right wiſe men from 
God, ſaping, that his bꝛeath ſincketh, 
that is to ſap, that the life of the magi⸗ 
ſtrate is not acceptable to God noꝛ man, 
which is againſt this Scripture, ſaping 
thus. Nolite iudicare, &c. 

That is to ſap, iudge not, and pe ſhall 


. not be iubged. But oftentimes ſuch mas 


licious people accuſeth righteous men, 
; where 


— 


4 
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wherefoze they ſhall be caſt into the 
euer laſting fire of hell, where is wailing 
weeping, and miſerte without charitie. 
And the right wiſe ſhall aſcend to euer⸗ 
laſting life. Unto the which bꝛing vs our 
Lo2d Jeſu Chziſt. Amen. 


The Argument. 


Kr and vngodly perſons walke 
without knowledge of the truth, till t 
come to the Church of God, the wicked 
perſecute the Godly: But they are preſer- 
ued by the mightic prouidence ot God, 
ſo wee ought not to ſleepe in fin A figu- 
ratiue peach of three ſeuerall meanings, 
videlicet, Take, Yeeld,and Flee, the lrg m- 
fication thereof. 
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Here dwelt ſometime in Rome 
mightie Emperour named Del- 
phinus, which had no childꝛen ſane 
enely one Daughter, which was a faire 
creature and welbeloued of hir father. 
As this Emperour walked on a dap on 


hunting 
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hunking in the foꝛreſt, ſodainely he rode 
out ot his wap, and loſt his men, wher⸗ 
foꝛe he was greatly diſcomfozted, foꝛ hee 
wiſt not whether he rode, ne in what 
place he was, till at the laſt when her 
had ridden thus all the dap alone, in the 
enening he (ſaw a houfe, and thether her 
rode a great pace, knocked at the gate. 
Immediately the god man of the houſe 
heard him and aſked the cauſe of his 
knocking and what hee would haue. 
Deeee friend quod the Emperour.-loe it 
is night as vo map ſe, therefoze J de- 
fire you of lodging foꝛ the lone of God. 
When hee had thus ſaid, the godman of 
the honſe vnware that hee was the Em⸗ 
perour aunſ wered thus and ſaid. God 
friend quod hee, J am the Emperours 
Foſter, and haue plenty of veniſon and 
other vittailes fo2 pon. 

When the Emperour heard this, 
hee was right glad in his minde, neuer⸗ 
thelelle he fold him not that he was the 
Emperonr. And the Foſter opened the 
gate, and receiued him as wo2ſhipfully 
as he could, and ſet him to his ſupper, 
and ſerued him n. 


And 4 
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bzought him to his chamber, and when 
time was he went to bed. In the ſame 


night it befell that the Foſters wife was 


trauailing of childe in another chamber 


faſt by, ⁊ was deliuered the ſame night 


of a faire ſonne. 

And as the Emperour lap in his bed 
lerping, him ſeemed he heard a voite ſap- 
ing to him thziſe theſe wozdes. Take, 
take, take. And with that hee awoke, 
and meruailed greatly what it might 
bee ſaping to himſelfe thus. A voice bid⸗ 
deth mee take, take. what ſhall J take # 
And immediately hee fell aſl&epe againe, 
and the ſecond time, hee heard a vopce, 
ſaping vnto him theſe wo2ds. Peelde, 
ptelde, ytelde. And with that he wakened 
againe. And wondꝛed greatly, ſaping vn⸗ 
to himſelfe. Mhat may this ſignifie 2 
Firſt J heard a voice that ſaide, take, 
take, and nothing J recetned, 

And right now J heard another boice 
that ſatd,y&ld,yeld,yelde,what ſhould 
I yeeld. 

And as hee lap thus thinking to him⸗ 
U. ſelfe 


And when her had ſupped,the Foſter 


8 
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Feife Hee fell a Neepe againe. And when 
be heard the third vop:e, laping theſe 
Woꝛds th:1ce, fle,fle,flee,fo2 this night 
is a childe boꝛne that after thp deceaſe, 
ſhall be Emperour. When the Empe⸗ 
rour heard this,he wakened and won- 
027d grently what it might ber. 
In the moꝛning earely following,the 
Emperour aroſe, x called to him the -fo- 
Ker & ſaid, Derre friend J pꝛap the that 
thon wilt tell meer il any chile be bome 
this night to thy knowledge. Bp wils 
quod the Foſter, this night is deliuered 
of a faire ſonne. J pꝛap the ſapde the 
Emperour ſhew mee thy ſonne. When 
the Emperour had ſcene the Childe, he 
ſaw a marke in the childs viſage, wher⸗ 
by he might know him an other time, 
and then he ſaide to the Foſter thus. 
Deere friend knoweſt thou who A 
am,nap ſothly quod the F offer, fo2 1 
ſaw pon neuer befoze this time, as far 
as J am remembꝛed, neuerthceleſſe it 
ſemeth that pee bee a gentleman. 
2 hen anſwered the Emperour and 
ſaid, I am quod he the Em: erour peur 
107d 


* 


- 
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102d, whom pee haue lodged this 
night, wheretoze right hartelp J thanke 
you. 
This hearing, the foſter fell downe vps 
on both his knees at his fete,+ beſought 
him of mercy, if that hee had offended 
his highneſſe in anp thing pꝛaping him 
of foꝛgiueneſſe. Then aunſwered the 
Emperour and ſatd,be thou nothing as 
frayed, fo2 J thanke thee harteip of thy 
god chere, and thy (onne that was 
boꝛne to night J will haue fo2 to non- 
rich and bꝛing vp in my Court, and {9 
moꝛrow J ſhall ſend ſoꝛ him, 
Omp gracious Loꝛd quod the foſter, it 
is not agreable that ſo noble an Em⸗ 
perour ſhould nouriſh the Childe of his 
ſubiect and ſeruent. neuer thelelſe pour 
will be fulfilled, fo2 when pour melſen⸗ 
gers come J ſhall deliuer them my ſon. 
When this was ſaide, the Emperour 
toke his leaue and rode home towards 
his pail-1ce, 
And when her was come home, he called 
vnto him ſuch ſeruantes as hee truſted 
* and ſaid to them thus. 5 
. Goe pee, quod hee, vnto mp Folter, 
U. ii. with 


* 


The H iſterie ot 


with whom J was lodged this night in 
the foreſt, and receine of him his fon, 
of which his Mike was delinered this 
night, and vpon paine of death J com- 
maund pou that pe deſtroy him by the 
wap, and caſt his fleſh to the Dogs, but 
being with vou the hart to mee. And ex- 
cept ve fulfill my tommandement, pee 
hall dye the moſt fouleſt death that tan 
ber thought. Anone his ſcraants went 
to the foꝛreſt, and receiued the Foſters 
ſonne, and bzoughthim with them and 
when they were come nere vnto the 
pallaice,one of them ſaid.Yow ſhall we 
doe, that we may fulfill our Loꝛds com» 
maundement in deffroying of this child. 
Dome aun( wered and ſaide,that ſhe 
childe ſhould be ſlaine, and ſome would 
haue ſaued his like, x while they ſtroue 


thus among themſclues, one of them 


that was moſt mercifull ſaid, vnto the 
other. D my god friendes, heare mp - 
reunſaile, and px ſhall not fo;ethincke 


it. Ik pee murther this mnocent childe, 
we ſhall greatly sffend almightie God, 
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ul wer one of them, and chen may wee 
take with bs his heart, x poeſent i it biy- 
to the Emperour ſaping, that it is the 
heart of the Childes bodie. Then lapds 
they, thy connſaple is god, but what 
ſhal we do with the childe. God friends: 
(quod hee) let vs wap him in ſome clo- 
thes, and lay him in ſome holst Tre, 
fo2 peraduenture God will help him, & 
ſaue his lyfe. 

Lm when he had thus ſayd they did 
gladly after his caunſaile in alt things, 
and killed the Pigge, and went they; 
wap and carryed home with them the 
Pigges heart to the Emperour, ſaping 
dnto him thus: Loe, gracious Loꝛd, wæ 
haue deſtroped the child as pe commans 
ded vs. and with that they ſhewed him 
the Pigges heart. The Cmperonr ſap- 
poſing that it had benethe childes heart, 
toke it and cat it into the fire, dolpite⸗ 
kulle ſaping. 
 Loe, that is the heart of him which 
chould haue bene Emperour after mer. 
Loe, what it is lo beleene in dꝛeames 


and; viſions. wy 
dt. Which 
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vapne thinges. The ſecond bay after 
that the child was put into the hollow 
tree, there came an earle fo2 to hunt in 
the Foꝛreſt, and as his hounds chaſed 


an hart, they came to this hollow tree 


where the Childe lap, and when they 


goe no further. i 
The Earle ſeeing this, meruailed 
greatly why his Bounds abode there, 


and ſmote his hoꝛſe with his ſpurs and 
rode a great pace till he came to them. 


And when he came vnfo the tree where- 


in the thilde was layd, her loked in at 


an hole & ſaw there the child, lying, and 
then he was right glad, and toke vp the 
Childe in his armes full louingly, and 


- bare him home bnto his Caffle.ſaving 


which bee nought elle but fantaſies and 


felt the ſauour of the Childe,they would 


vnto the Counteſſe his Mike. Loe, mp 


deere wife, this day by foztune J haue 


found vou a faire Childe in an hollow 


tree as J hunted in the fozreſt, whereof 
I am right glad. 


And becauſe that Jnenerbegat ſonne 


ne daughter on the, ne thou neuer pet 


conceined a childe,therefoze J exhoꝛt ther 


that 


by. 


Fo 
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thaf thor wilt faine thy flfe trauapling 


. ith chil*e,and ſap that thou Haff bozne 


this Chitde. The Counteſſe fulfificd 
right gladſp the Earles will and defire, 
and ſaide. Py moff do re Loꝛd, your 
will in this ihing ſhall bee done. 

Not long after this newes went 
thꝛoughout all the country, that the coun⸗ 
teſſe was deliueres of a faire Sonne, 
wherefo:e every man reioyted much. 

The Childe began to grow and was 
right well beloned of euery man, 4 mot 
ſpeciallp of the Carte and of the Coun⸗ 
teſſe. It beefelt after, when the Childe 
was xv percs of age, the Empersur 
made a ſolempe feaf} vnto all the Loꝛds 
of his Empyꝛe vnto the which feaſt this 
Earle was called, and at the dap afſige 
ned he came and bꝛought his child with 
him which was at hat time a faire pong 
Squier, # caruer at the bozd befoze the 
Earte. The Emperour greatly bechelde 
him, and eſpyed the token in his fo2e- 
head which her had ſcene beefo2e in the 
Foſters houſe whercfo2ohee was great- 


ty moaned, and vexed within himſeife 


TA. ii. And 
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and fapde vnto the Earle in this wile. 
Whoſe ſonne is this, certes ſapde the 
Carle, hæ is my ſonne. Zhan ſapde the 
Emperour. By the fapth and fronth 
that thou oweſt vnto mee, tell me the 
fronth, 

The Earle ſeing that her might not 
excuſe himſelfe by no manner wiſe, but 
that needes h& muſt tell him the truth, 
than tolde hee him altogether, how her 
had found him in the Foꝛreſt in an hol⸗ 
low tre, This hearing, the Empcrour 
was almoſt diſtract of his wittes foz 
anger,and called vnto him his ſeruants, 
which he had ſent befoze to deſtroy the 
Childe. 

And when they came befoze him, hee 
made them to \ weare-vpon a boke that 
they ſhould tel him the trouth what they 
had done with the Childe. 

Gracious K oꝛd ſaid they, wer peeld bs 
bnto pour grace and godneſſe, foꝛ with 
ont doubt pittie ſo moned vs, that wee 
might not deffrop him, and then we put 
him in an hollow tree, but what after- 
* befell of „ we 3 
no 
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not, and in his ſtead we kilde a Pi 
and bꝛought pou the heart thereof. 

When the Emperour had heard the 
bery truth of this matter, hee ſayde vnto 
the Earle. This pong man quod he, 
ſhall abide heere by mee, the Earle im⸗ 
mediately graũted, though it was great 
ly againſt his will. 

And when the feaſt was ended, euery 
man toke his leaue of the Emperour, e 
went whereas they liſt. 

And at that time it koꝛtuned that the 
Empaiſſe and hir daughter ſoiourned in 
a great Countrie, far fro thence by the 
commaundement of the Emperour. It 
beefell not long after themperonr called 
bnto him that pong Squy2e and ſapde, 
it behoneth the (quod her) to ride onto 
the Empꝛiſſe my wife with my letters. 
J am readie at your commaundement 
my LOD, ſapd he, to fulfill your de⸗ 
ſire. 

Immediatelpe the Emperonr lette 
waite Letters, whereof his intent was 
this. That the Empꝛiſſe ſhould take 
the bearer of theſe Letters and let him 
bee dzawen at the hoꝛſe taile, and after 

U. b. that 
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chat ſhe ſhonld let him bee hanged fill 
he were dead, g that vpon paine of death, 
When the Letters were all made and 
fzated, then the Emperour toke them 
vnto the pong ſquier, commanding him 
to ſpeed him on his ioꝛney. And ſtraight 
wap the pong fquier receiued them glads 
Ip. and put them ſure in his boxe, x rode 
foth on his tourney Uhen hee had 
ridden th2e& 02 foure dates on his iour⸗ 
ney. in an euening hee came vnto a Ca- 
ffle wheras dwelt a knight, and gentlie 
deſired him of a nichts lodging. 
The knight feing and beeholding the 
god fauour of his pong Squire, graun⸗ 
ted him lodging, and made him god 
cherre and woll to fare, and afterward 
bꝛought him bnto his chamber, when 
he was there, hee went to bed. And im⸗ 
mediatty fell on pe, fo: he was full 
wearte of his iournep, and fo2got his 
boxe with the Letters lying openly in 
his chamber. 
When the Knight fawv the bore, her 
opened it, and found the Letters ſealed 
with themperours ſeale manuell- was 


greatly tempted to open them, k at =» 
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laſt, her opened them full ſubfillie, and 
then he read how the Empꝛeſſe 1 pon 
paine sf death ſhould put the bearer of 
them to death, and then he was right 
ſoꝛrowfull, and ſaide within himſelfe, 
Alas (quod hee, ) it is great pittie to de- 
ſtrop ſo faire a young man, and there⸗ 

foze if J map, it ſhall not bee ſo. | 

And immediatly after, the knight ras 
ced out that waiting, and w2ote in the 
ſame paper a letter ſaping theſe wo2ds. 
Upon paine of death J commaund thee 
that thou take the pong Squire bearer 
of theſe Letters, and let him bee wed⸗ 
ded without any delap vnto mp daugh⸗ 
fer and poure,with all the honour and 
ſolempnitie that can ber thought, and 
when they be married that pee take 
him as pour olvne ſonne, and that he 
kepe my rome till J come vnto pou mp 
ſelfe. 

When the Knight had thus witten, 
bee cloſed the Letters ſnbtillie and put 
them into the boxe againe. 

Earely in the moꝛning the pong ſquire 
aroſe and very haftely made him readie, 
| and 
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and foke his leaue of the knight, e rode 
koꝛth on his tournep,and the third dape 
after, her came bnto the Empꝛeſſe, and 
kaluted hir right woꝛſhipfully in them⸗ 
perours behalfe, e toke hir the letters. 

- And: when the Empꝛiſle had red them, 
anone ſhee ſent fo2th hir meffengers 
though the csuntrie, tommaunding the 
ffates and gentlemen to come vnto hir 
Daughters wedding, at a certaure day 
alligned. 

When the dape was come, thether 
tame many great Lo2des and Ladies, 
and anone, this poung Squpꝛe eſpouſed 
the Emperours Daughter, with greate 
honour and wozſhip, acco2ding to the 
tenour of the letters, 4 was right well 
beloned and moſt honoured among the 

eople. 

Not long alter it b fell, that the em⸗ 
perour tame into that Countrie, and 
when the ©mpzeſſe heard of hir Lo:ds 
comming, ſhe toke with hir, hir ſanne 
in Law, with much other people, and 
went towards the Emperour, fo; ta 
welcome him. 

Whew 
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When the Emperour ſaw this pong 
Squire leading the Empꝛeſſe his Wie, 
he was greatly moned within himſelle 
and ſaide. D thou curſed woman, bee- 
cauſe thou haſt not fulfilled my comes 
maundement, thou ſhalt dye an euill 
death, 

A my dere L-92d (quod the, ) all chat 
pee commaunded mee to doe 3 haue fuls 
filled. Nap curſed Woman ſapde the 
Emperour it is not ſo, fo2 J wꝛote to 
thee that thou ſhouldlf put him to death, 
and now J fre him altue. 

My Lo2d quod the Empꝛeſle, ſauing 
pour grace, you wꝛate to me that 3 ſhulꝰ 
give him pour Daughter to Write, and 
that on paine of Death, in witneſſe 
Whereof toe here pour Letters wich 
ponr owne ſeale manuell. 

When the Emperour heard thts hie 
wondꝛed greatly and ſaide. Is hieeſpou⸗ 
ſed then to my Danghter.Yea ſothlie 
{aid the Empꝛeſle long agoe with much 
ſolempnitie and great wozſhippe, and 
as J perteyne pour Daughter is with 

Then 
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Jeſu Chꝛiſt, it is great folly fo ſtriue a- 
gainſt thy o2dinaunce, therefoꝛe ſith it 


is ſo,thy will muſt needes bee fulſülled. 


And with that her toke his ſonne in law 
in his armes & kiſſed him, which after 
his death was emperour, and ended his 
life in reſt and peace. 


The Morall, 


This Emperour map befoken Herod 
92 elſe euer tiraunt which walked a- 
lone without truth, till hee came fo the 
foſters houſe, that is to ſap,the Church 


which is the. honſe of God. This He. 


rod would have ſlaine this Child Jeſt. 
wherefo2e hee ſent meſlengers to ſecke 
him accoꝛding to the ſcripture of Saint 
Mathew. telling how here commannded 
the th: Kings fo ſceke him, and bꝛing 
him tidings againe where her was. that 


he wight come and wozthippe him alſo, 


but this ſaide hee not ſoz lone, but foꝛ 
The 


deceipt, 


Than ſaid the Emperour. O thou 1 00 


I 


I 
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The Foſter beefokeneth loſeph our Las 
dies huſ band which kept him. 

But when the meſſengers came. that is 
fo ſap, when the thꝛer kings came, they 
flew him not. But woꝛſhipped him on 
their knefs, and left him in the holow 
Tree of his Godhead, @ he Carle that 
came and found this childe, betokeneth 
the holy Ghoſt, which warned Ioſeſ h by 
the Angell in his ſicepe,that her a: culd 
take our lady and his ſonne and flee in- 
to the land of CEgipt. 

This moztalitie,map bee vnderffede 
otherwiſe, This Emperour map beetos 
ken a ſinner that walketh in the fozrc@ 
of this world ſeeking banitics 4 nought 
elſe, vnto the time h& come to the houſe 
of God, and ther her is receiued benigne⸗ 

Iy of the P2clate of the Church, if her 
will obey the Commaundementes of 
GDD. 
But manp of vs now a dates lept 
in the Church, when they pꝛactiſe 
not accoꝛding to the pꝛofeſſion, and 
therefoze ought thep alſo to dꝛead the 
voices which J haue rehearſed by » 

r 


d 
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firſt take, there map bee bnderſtode the 
great benefit that her gaue thee when her 
put inthe a ſoule made at his owne ſt- 
militude. By the ſecond take is vnder⸗ 


ſtode the ſonne of the father of Heauen, 


which was boꝛne of the bleſſed Uirgin 
Marv. By the third take, is bnderffode 


the ſame ſanne of God, which died vpon 


the croile, 

By the firſt peelde. is vnderffod that 
wer ought to peelde our ſoule onto als 
mightie God, as cleane and as faire as 
be gaut it vs after our regeneration in 
baptiſme. Bp the ſecond peeld, is vnder⸗ 
ſtode. (hat we ought to perld honoꝛ, woꝛ⸗ 


| ſhip, and loue vnto almightie God and 


man. By the third peld, is bnderſfod, 
that we onght fo pold to God true con⸗ 
feſſion of faith,contrition of hart, and 
amendement of life, 

_ The arff flee, beetokeneth ſinne which 
wee ſhould fler. The ſecond flee, betoke⸗ 


neth the wo2ld which wer ſhould fle, ſoꝛ 


the great fallſhod and temptations that 
are therein. The third flee, beetokeneth 
euerlaſting paine, the which wee ought 
to flee — and hir fruits, — 

E 


ie which we ma thimethe ratherbnto 
__cauerlaſting:top'and bliffe. Unto which 
wing IO 3 a 62d Jeſus, Amen, BY 


Tube Argument. 


Arbe nabie of che foule of man by 
the tiranny of ſin ſhe complay why 
+:2pnto Chriſt which heareth hir, the 

*tyrant is ouercome by Chriſt who 
|! -* eſpouſeth-hir vato him, preparing a 
|. - place of perpetuall ioy for hir. 
Chriſt receiueth the penitent ſinners 
to his mercie by his death and paſ- 
ſion, wherefore wee ought to ſhew 
our ſelues thank full vnto o him, hee 
may endgw vs wich the blefsing of 
' hls euerlaſting felicitie. 


The 43. Hiſtorie. 
N | 
| Pere dwelt ſomtime in Nome & 
Lmighbtie Emperour named Saura- 
cin, which oꝛdained a law,that 
who fo ener rauiſhed a Uirgin ſhould 
dpe, and il ſhe were reſcued, then he that 
ae hir ſhould — hir to we 


- +/+ * 4 + 1 Y I | 4 " at 
« left 


Ma 


i * 10 a and d il — martie 
hir, then ſhould; ſhe hee guided and eſ⸗ 
poloſed by his counſell. It bœfell vpon 
a day that a Tirant named Poncianas 
would rauich a Uirgin, and ledde hir 
with him into a Fo2reX and defloured 
hir of hir maidenhead. And when hee 
had fa done, her would haue ſlaine hir, 
and as he was diſpoiling of hir clothes, 
ther came riding bp that foꝛreſt a cur⸗ 
fcous and gentle night, which heard 
the tryeng and lamenting of the damo⸗ 
ſell, Wherefoze he (mote his hoꝛſe with 
the Spurres and rode a great pace into 
the Foꝛreſt, to wit what it might be. 
And then he ſaw a woman ſtanding all 
naked ſaue onelp hir ſmocke, and then 


ſaid the knight. Art thou ſher ( ſapd hee) 


that cryed fo lamentablp. Then aun⸗ 


ſwered the Damoſell t ſaide, Pea cer⸗ 


tes, fo2 this man that ſtandeth here 
hath rauiſhed me, and deflow2ed-mee. of 
my maidenhod, and now he would de⸗ 
ſtrop me. and thereloꝛe ber hath dſſpoiled 
me ot mp clothes, that he might {mite 

off my head. Foꝛ the lone of, God gentle 

Knight helpe me now. Than (aid the 


tirant 


Tyzant : ſhe lieth, faz he is my wite, 
and 3 haue found hir in adultry with 
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an other man, and t erefoze J will ſlay 


dier Then ſaive the Knight : J berleue 
better the woman then ther, fo2 loe the 


takens or truth appeareth openly in hir 


vilage, that thon halt raviſhed hir, there⸗ 


foꝛe will J ſight with thee fo2 hir deline- 


raunce. And immediatip they buckled 
both together 4 fought. egerly till they 


, * 
f 


Were both ſoꝛe wounded. Neuertheleſe 
the knight obtained the vico? a5, and put 
the Tpꝛant to flight. 
Then ald the knight vnto the woman, 
Le, I haue ſuffered fo2 thy lone many 
foze wounds, and haue ſaued the from 
the death,wilt thou thereloꝛe p2omiſe to 
be my wife. 
That J deſire pon quod che, with allmy 
hart, and therevpon I beetake the. wp 
trotith. When ſhe was thus enſtrcd, 
then ſaide the Knight as felloweth, 
Harebefide is mp cafeil,goe thether 
and abide there till J haue viſited my 
krienos and my kinſemen, to pꝛouide foꝛ 
11 thinges needefull 71 our Wwe: 
11. 


thine honour and wozſhip.Py LORD * 
quod ſhe, à am ready to fulfill pour will. 


ok marriage. In the meane while came 


till flattered hir, t ſaide: Gentle lone.if 
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ſoz J purpoſe to make a great feat 2 


Than went ſhe& foꝛth vnto the Cattle, 
whereas ſhe was woꝛſhipfully receined. 
And the knight went vnto his friendes 
fo: to make him ready againlt the day 


Poncianus the Tpꝛant tb the Knights 
Caltell , and p2aped hir that he might 
ſpeake with hir. Then tame ſher downe 
from the caſtcll to him. This tirant ſub⸗ 


1 


it pleaſe vou to conſent to me 3 thall 
giue pou both gold and ſiluer, and great 
riches, and J ſhall bee pour ſeruant, and 
pee my ſoneraigne. Mhen the woman 
heard this, full lightly cher was detei⸗ 
ned thzongh his flattering language , x 


graunted him to ber his wife, and toke 


him with hir into the caſtell. 

It was not long after but that this 
knight came home and found the caſtell 
gate ſhut, and knocked thereat'; but 
long it was eare he might haue an ans 
were. And at the faſt the Woman 
cams 


: tame and demannded why he knocked 
diere Lady why haſt thou ſo ſone chan- 
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at the gate. Then ſayde her to hir: O 


ged my loue⸗ let me come in. Nay ſurely 


ſaide che, thou ſhalt not tome here, fo: 1 


haue here with me mp loue, which 7 
loned befoze. Remember qd the Knight 
thou gaueſt me thy troth 10 bee mp wife, 
and how J ſaued thee from death, and if 
thou ponder not thy fayth, berhould my 


wounds which J haue ſuffred in my bo⸗ 


dy fo2 thy lone. And anone he vnclothed 
himfell naked ſaue his hoſen, that her 
might ſhew his wounds openly . But 
ſhe would not ſæ them, ne ſpeake moze 


with him, but ſhet faſt the gate 4 went 


hir wap . And when the Knight ſaw 
this,he went to the inffice and made his 
complaint to him pꝛapeng him to gine 
right wiſe indgement on this Tp:ant 
and this woman. 
The Judge called them beefoze him, 
and when they were come, the Knight 
ſaid thus:Pp Lo2d quod h, aſke the 
benefit of the law, which is this. 5 
If a man reſcew a woman from raui⸗ 
T. iii. thing 
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thing; the reſtuer ſhould marrp hir i . 
him liſt, and this woman delinered' 1 
from the handes of the tyꝛant, therefo2e 
Fought to haue hir to my wife. and fur⸗ 
thermoꝛe ſhe gaue mee hir faith v truth 
to marry with me, and therebpon ſhee 
Went to mp caffle, e J haue done great 
coſt againſt our wedding, and therefo:e 
as it ſæ meth me ſhee is my wife, as by 
the law. Then ſaide the Judge to the 
Zy:ant. Thou knoweff well that this 
knight delinered hir from thy hands, E 
foꝛ hir loue hath ſuffered many greenous 
wounds, and therefoꝛe well thou wotelt 
that ſhe is his wile by the law, ik that 
him liſt. But after hir delinerance with 
flattering ſpech thou haſt deteiued hir, 
therfoꝛe J iudge thee to be hanged. 

Then ſaid the Judge to the woman 


in likewiſe, O woman, that knoweft 


how this knight ſaued the from death, 
und therevpon thou betokeſt him thy 
faith and froth to b& his wife, therefoze 
bp two reaſons thou art his wile, firſt 
by the law. and after by thy faith and 
trouth This not withſtanding thon 
hy conſentidſt 


* 


and ſhutteſt the gate againſt the knight, 


i 
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tonkentidſt afterward to the Tyꝛant, &o 
bꝛoughteſt him into the knights taſtell, 


wouldeſt not ſe his wounds which her 


fuflered ſoꝛ thy loue, ę therefoꝛe J indge 


ther to bee hanged. And ſo it was done, 
both the rauiſher, and ſhe that was ra⸗ 
uiſhed were condempned to the death, 
whereloꝛe euerp man pꝛaiſed the indge 


fo; his right wile iudgement. 


The Morall. 


This Emperonr befokeneth the Fa⸗ 
ther of Heauen, which oꝛdapned fo2 a 
law that if the Soule of man were ra- 
niſhed from God by finne, the ſauer of 
the ſoule ſhould eſpouſe hir, if him lift, 
The woman that was ramſhed bets- 
keneth the ſonle of man, which was ras 
uiſhed by ſinne of our fozefather Adam t 
led out of Paradiſe, into the foꝛreſt of this 
—_ woꝛld by the tirant Poncianus 

X. iii. which 


Patriarkes and P2ophets trped fo2 re- 


te two ſpectall Sacramentes of Bap⸗ 
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which b#fokeneth the dinell, and he net 
onely defouled hir by leaſing of the he- - 
ritageof heauen, but alſo her would flep 
hir with encrlaſting papne. But the 
foule tryed with a high voice, whoſe cry 
our I oꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt hear. 
This cry was made when Adam 

cryed after the ople of mercy. And the 


medp, ſaping thele woꝛds: O thou high {| 
nelle in the Eaſt, and ſo foꝛth, viſit thou 
vs. et. The knight betokeneth our loꝛd 
Jeſu Chꝛiſt, which tame from Heauen, 
and fought with the Zp2ant, that is fo 
ſap the diuell, and both they were ſo2e 
wounded .F0? our loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt was 
wounded in the fleth, e the diuell may ⸗ 
med in his kingdome, wherfoꝛe the wo⸗ 
man, that is to ſap, the Soule gaue hir 
fapth and troth vnto almightie GOD 
when he became Chailtian, ſaping theſe | 
wozds : J fo2lake the diuell and all his 
pꝛide, and beelcene in God the Father 
almiahtie 

Then oꝛdained our Lo2d Jeſu Chiſt . 
à marriage betewne him and hir, with 


filme 


\ _ / \ h | 
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filme and the Lo2ds ſupper, wherene 
map bie made a ſtrong Caſtell againſf 


the diuell. Alſo our Lo2d.commannded 


the ſoule to kepe hir ſtill in the Caſtell 
of vertue, till he went vnto his friends 
foꝛ to pꝛouide that was nerdfull, that is 
to ſay our LORD Jeſu Chꝛiſt aſcen⸗ 
ded to heauen to p2epare ſoꝛ hir a dwel⸗ 
ling place of euerlaſting toy , whereas 
we ſhould dwell after the day of iudge- 
"_ with our 102d God i in hono;z and 
gloꝛp. 

But alas in the meane time came the 
diuell and berguiled the wꝛetched ſoule 
by a deadely ſinne, and ſo he entered into 
tha Caſtell of our heart, which ſhould 
be the Caſtell of GOD. The knight 
Jeſt knocked at the gate of our heart, 
acco2ding to this ſcripture. Ecce ſto ad 
oſtium & pulſo. Loe J ftand at the 
doꝛe and knocke, if any man will open 
that J may enter . But whereas the 
dinell is, God map not enter. but if the 
ſinner will recetne him by repentaunce, 
which ſeeing the gentill Knight Jeſu , 
chewed hunſelfe naked hanging mw 

. b. c 
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"the trolle, chat mr map fie his blodle 
wounds which fafferedfo2'bs; that wer 
'Gnners chould he the rather mindefull of 
his ldue. Fo2 from the crowne of his 
head vnto the ſole of his fete, was leſt 
no whole: place. ZTherefoze- ſapth the 
Pꝛophet Elay, Attendite & videte fir eſt 
dolor ſtcut dolor meus,&c. Brehold and 


Therefo2e hee is a wꝛetched man that 
will not bee conuerted faz all this vnto 
his Lozd God, but lieth ſtill in deadlie 
ſinne, wherfoꝛe when he is called beefo2e 
the high iudge he ſhall bee condempned 
fo euerlaſting death. 

Thereloꝛe ffudy wefo open the doꝛe ol 
dur harts with faithfult fapth vnto al- 


mighty God, and than without doubt 


we ſhall obtaine euerlaſting life. Unto 
the which bꝛing vs our Loꝛd Jeſu 
Chꝛiſt thꝛongh his great mer⸗ 
tie and grace. 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


ſe il any ſorow bee like to my ſoꝛrow. 
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